12 September, 2008

It's hard to believe that another school term is almost over. This term has been extremely busy with the
organisation and development of a new timetable for 2009. Associated activities which have included the
Subject Selection Evening, school subject selection talks for all Year 08 and 10 students, Year 07 school
visits and Year 10 Education and Training Plan interviews have all been successful due to the support of
staff, students and parents. The good news is that planning for the 2009 school program is progressing well
and to schedule.

It is also that time of the year where our current Year 11 students are deciding whether or not to take up the
challenges of student leadership. Nominations for School Captains and Vice Captains for 2009 opened today
and will close on Friday 10 October. The 2009 School Captains and Vice Captains will be announced at our
Annual Awards Evening on Tuesday 28 October 2008.

The Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Tests administered throughout the state last week signals the business
end of five years of secondary education for our current Year 12 students. These test results together with
each student’s levels of achievements, are used by the Queensland Studies Authority (QSA) to determine a
student’s tertiary entrance score called an Overall Position (OP). _— e =

Students who are OP eligible and sit for the QCS test will receive a T -
score in the range of 1 — 25 (1 being the top score). With only one
week remaining this term and about five weeks prior to final
assessment in Term 4, for Year 12’s, it is critical that all Year 12
students are working hard and meeting assessment timelines.
Please encourage your Year 12 students to understand the
importance of these remaining weeks.

Last Friday we celebrated Teacher Aide Day with a morning tea,
for teacher aides, in the school's Common Room. Throughout
Queensland there are 13,000 teacher aides working in schools,
undertaking a range of tasks that enrich the learning experience of students on a dally basis. At Isis H|gh
teacher aides are involved in numerous activities including preparation of teaching resources, assisting in the
supervision of classroom activities, assisting with grounds supervision, administering first aid and record
keeping to name a few. Thanks to all our teacher aides for their huge efforts and for making a difference to
our students.

Next week we anticipate another very successful Australian Business Week (ABW) thanks to the excellent
preparation and organisation by Mrs Chantler and Mrs Harvey. The ABW project requires a large
commitment by the school and the broader community and this partnership has, over many years, provided
our Year 11 students with a real life, week long, unique learning journey. Thank you to staff, community
mentors, business personnel and sponsors who make this program such an exciting, worthwhile and
rewarding week for our students.

Congratulations to Luke who received outstanding news last week with his selection for the National Youth
Science Forum in Canberra in January 2009 and an invitation to attend the Queensland Youth Peace
Parliament in the September vacation. This is the second year that Luke has been invited to participate in the
Youth Peace Parliament. Well done!

It is an interesting exercise at the end of each term to revisit the term’s newsletters. The level of commitment
by staff, the enormous support for the school by the community and the huge effort and number of significant
academic, cultural and sporting achievements by our students would leave most of us breathless. To help
celebrate these many achievements please mark Tuesday 28 October 2008 in your calendar and support our
young people at our annual Awards Evening.

Have a restful, safe and enjoyable holiday.
Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

13 Sep Maryborough Technology Challenge (13-14) 06 Term 4 commences

15 Sep Australian Business Week (ABW) commences Od0 Newsletter

19 Sep Spring vacation commences 10 Oct Nominatimse - Special Awards
06 Oct  Ministerial Student Free Day 15 Oct Biggandmks (15-16)

(#Names and images removed to comply with Informd&rdracy Legislation)




As the term moves toward an end, students shoudthpaged
in ensuring they are well prepared for term exants a
assignments. When exams finish, teachers and slagitde
reviewing assessment items and completing prepsratark
for new units. It is important that good studertidogour be
maintained until the end of the term. | would alemind
parents and students that holidays start at 3:@%pfriday 19
September and lessons with productive work willtcare
until that time.

Term 4 commences with a ‘Ministerial’ student-fdsgy on
Monday 06 October. On this day teachers will be involved in
attending meetings and individual planning and arafon.
Heads of Department and Subject Area Coordinatdlbev
involved in school planning for 2008his means that the

first day for students in Term 4 will be Tuesday 07

October.

A second student-free day will occur llonday 20 October
to allow for district meetings to verify assessm&andards of
Year 12 students.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

The annual presentation of awards for student aehient
throughout the year will occur on Tuesday 28 Oatobkere
will be two ceremonies conducted during the datjat
Childers Community Stadium.

Nominations are now able to be made for the follayvi
special awards:

- Year 8 Encouragement Award

- Year 9 Encouragement Award

- Year 10 Marianne Francey Memorial Award

- Year 11 Caltex All-Rounder Award

- Year 12 Rotary Award for Outstanding Service & g#tiship
- Year 12 Student of the Year Award

- Service Award (Merit and Distinction levels)

- Cultural Award (Merit and Distinction levels)

- Sports Encouragement Award (Junior and Seniordgvel
- Sportsperson of the Year Award (Junior and Seeizels)
Criteria for these awards are posted in severatioes
around the school, including the office. Nominatforms are
available at the school office. Nominations wilbs¢ at the
close of business (4:00pm) on the Friday of thet fireek of

Term 4 (10 October).
Allan Kinna — Deputy Principal

From 20 August to 22 August the Year 11 Biology adti-
strand students travelled to Jacobs Well Envirortaten
Educational centre for a three day study on thectffof
urbanisation on natural ecosystems.

Students participated in several different actgtincluding a
trawl in Moreton Bay, a study of a Mangrove habitastudy
of Sand dune succession and a study of a fresh agatic
system.

The knowledge and experience gained from thiggrip
immense with students putting in long hours fortthe days
they were there. The staff at Jacobs Well are highélified
and students came away with a stronger appreciatiaimat
urbanisation is doing to our natural ecosystemstliaaid long
term sustainability.
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The highlight of the two day stay was the trip tuth
Stradbroke Island to study sand dune successiothartdawl
on Moreton Bay. Unlike last year the weather digtight
thing and we were blessed with perfect conditions.
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Students assessing wildlife of a Mangrove System
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Terri-Lee and Jeny hécking out the catch of tioestdn Bhy
trawl

Megan Johannesen and Brett Martell — Agriculture
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Luke, (pictured Year 11,

Ty has been selected to
attend theéNational
TR Science Youth Forurfor
i =i i
'“:;g. . ’} two weeks at Canberra in

January next year. This
prestigious vacation
| school brings together
. some 250 of Australia’s
' | leading young learners to
‘ . hear national and
" international scientists,
engage in intellectual discussion and be geneealbpuraged
to pursue science in further study. Luke had tceugal a
rigorous selection process that involved stronglewcac
requirements, a presentation and interview. Lulsama
aspiration of a future career in the science anegtlais forum
will broaden his perception as to the vast arragiiactions
available.

Luke’s selection in this very significant activitgntinues an
outstanding record of Isis High students being ehde
attend, including Lachlan (2008), Harry (2007) &mgce
(2006).

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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Last Wednesday saw the culmination of the IntersicBport
Calendar. Isis has only one Winter Sport team comgpé
the finals — Open Boys Basketball.

The boys have played all season with only six pRyef

which the threg@«Name removed]boys have made up half of the
team.[#Name removed]#Name removed]and[#Name removedjplay

in Bundaberg weekly and all have participated reégem

Wide Bay teamg#Name removed]was also selected in the U15
Qld Team. CongratulatiorngName removed]

Although short on numbers they were not short dhiesiasm
or willingness to learn. Hayden, Mitchell and Riaysy
assisted the other boys each week and showed steady
improvement throughout. All were committed each knaed
played their part in being undefeated for the seaso

It was a very proud day on Wednesday for Isis Hilybir
parents and Mrs McAuley. Isis defeated Kepnock ®ydints
in a very physical game. Numerous fouls were cadled
some technical fouls. It was due reward for effortthe boys.
They lead at the end of each quarter.

They were presented with the trophy, which we gétetep for
12 months. It is proudly displayed in the foyettod school
already. Each member of the team was presentedawith
BDSSS medallion as well.

Thanks to the parents for their support each waekoa
finals day. Also, to the boys, well done, you slidog justly
proud of your achievements.

Leigh McAuley — Basketball Coach
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On Monday, 18 August Year

12 Biology students visited the
University of Southern
Queensland’s Hervey Bay
campus to help solve the
murder of Harold, a local baker
who had been stabbed to death.
The students were required to
collect crime scene samples
from Harold and several knives
at the scene to determine the
murder weapon. DNA was then
extracted from the samples
using a DNA extraction

protocol, digested with
restriction enzymes and
amplified using PCR
(polymerase chain reaction).
Agarose gel
electrophoresis was then
used to examine the
restriction digests. The
DNA sequences from
the PCR samples were
used by students to
access the NIH (National
Institute of Health) super
computer “BLAST” data
base to obtain matches.
The murder weapon was
successfully identified.

Studying recombinant
DNA technology in the school environment is verfficlilt as
it has to be learnt mainly as theory. To overconmi® Isis

Isis students Holl
isolates a DNA sample
while fellow student
Stevie watches on.

Stephani, Murphy and Maria
prepare to pipette chemicals during
a DNA extraction.
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High obtained a grant and approached the Univeosity
Southern Queensland to gauge interest in a prododeg
program for Year 12 students. The program was dpeel in
consultation with Isis High and has now been rugriar the
past three years. The program is extremely popuitarlocal
high schools and TAFE. The day has been designga¢o
students a ‘hands on’ feel of what DNA fingerpmgtiand
recombinant DNA technology is all about.

Andy Davey — Science Head of Department (Acting)
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The ASD Support Group is an informal gathering afgnts,
teachers and others who are interested in supgdemilies
with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder student. Thisugy meets
informally about once a month, at various timethefday, to
suit family arrangements. We have the Support offodr
(ASD) Sita Mannaert, and we try to get visitingalers who
can provide information for our families on toptbst are of
interest. We are a nice collection of people wht& common
interest of making our students’ journey throughaadion a
pleasant one.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 18 September 8ipaiat
the Hinkler Street Child Care building and includégrnoon
tea. Bring yourselves and your families — we wdolee to
see you.

If you have any questions please do not hesitatertact
Trish Lewis (4126 3080), Flora Barwick (4192 122#)Sita
Mannaert (0427 737 309).

Flora Barwick — Teacher Aide
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The schooal is inviting tenders from the public éore of our
library photocopiers. This photocopier is five yeatd and
has been serviced regularly throughout the liftnefmachine.
The highest tender may not necessarily be sucdessfu
Inspections are invited at the school office amdiézs will
close on 19 September at 4:00pm.

Karen Webb — Business Services Manager

Ergon Energy is currently advertising apprentigeshi
opportunities with 47 positions across the sta®®92
apprenticeship opportunities include: Communication
Technicians, Distribution Linespersons and Systems
Electricians. To apply or for more information, logto the
net and go to ergon.com.au or call 1800 656 810.

Trevor French — Principal
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At its August meeting the P&C decided to introdace
nominal transaction charge at the tuckshop. This selp
cover the smaller margins due to the introductibthe
“Healthy Choices” menu and increase in paid stuired to
operate the tuckshop to provide a service to audesits.

Flora Barwick — P&C Treasurer
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