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This year, State Education Week will be held from Monday 26 to Friday 30 May with celebrations 
being held in schools across Queensland. These celebrations provide opportunities for 
communities to recognise the talents and achievements of our students and acknowledge the 
important work of teachers. While schools across the state will host a broad range of events to 
showcase the achievements of state schools, at Isis High, we will once again hold a Quality 
Gallery in the school’s quadrangle on Tuesday 27 May commencing at 11:00am and concluding 
at about 12:30pm. The Quality Gallery in now a tradition at Isis High with student work displays, 
subject area interactive stalls, a free sausage sizzle and all in a carnival like atmosphere. The 
gallery and sausage sizzle is always popular with Year 6 and Year 7 students in our cluster who 
are once again invited this year. It is open to the community and your support by way of your 
attendance would be welcomed and much appreciated. This is an opportunity for our community 
to recognise the amazing talent of our students and the very important work of teachers. 

Over the last few weeks, I have met with a large 
number of our Year 12 students on an individual 
basis to discuss their Term 1 Progress Report and 
to assess whether they are on track to achieve a 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) by the 
end of this year. It is important that our Year 12 
students remain focused, understand what 
message their report is giving them about where 
they are in terms of the QCE and whether or not 
more effort is required to achieve it. It is of critical 
importance that students work closely with their 
teachers, submit draft assignments to take 
advantage of teacher feedback and ensure that 
due dates are adhered to. The remainder of 
Semester 1 and the first half of Semester 2 are 
important times for all of our Year 12’s. With only a 
small amount of time remaining in what has been a 12 year long journey it would be a shame to 
let go of the throttle just before the finishing line. 

The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for Year 9 
students occurred this week. The literacy tests focused on areas of reading, writing, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, while the numeracy tests covered measurement, chance and data, 
space, working mathematically, algebra function and pattern. Both teachers and students have 
worked hard in the preparation for the tests, including a recent practice test. The School Chaplain 
(Ms Tanya McKee) and Chaplaincy Committee member (Mr Dean Martin) provided students with 
a pancake morning tea each test morning which I’m sure helped students to perform at their best. 
Results from the tests will be provided to the school and parents later in the year. 

Congratulations to all students who travelled to Biggenden last week to compete in the North 
Burnett Cross-Country trials. Sports Coordinator Mr Shotton, who accompanied the students, 
was extremely pleased with each student’s performance, with seven students achieving ‘Age 
Champion’ out of a possible eleven. These students are now set to contest the Wide Bay trials.  
Congratulations for another commendable result! 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
26 May State Education Week (26-30 May)  29 May Show Holiday 
27 May Quality Gallery 11:00am – 12:30pm 30 May School Newsletter 
28 May International School Science Competition 09 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
28 May School Social    10 June Bundaberg Careers Expo 

Mellissa (Y 12) discusses her Term 1 Progress 
Report with Principal, Mr French. 
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Year 11 and 12 Hospitality students have been ensuring that 
teachers at the school Annexe had no excuses for drowsiness 
with a continual waft of espresso coffee coming from the 
Annexe kitchens. Recently, twenty Year 11 and Year 12 
Hospitality students completed an intensive week of  training 
over five days to commence learning to be a ‘Coffee Barista’. 
The school organised Smartskills Solutions Training Group to 
visit the school and provide tuition in learning how to make 
espresso coffee. Apart from learning the basics of making a 
good espresso coffee, students also learnt the various types 
from flat white, short black, cappuccino, machiato through to 
some of the artistic versions such as a ‘ layered latte’. 

 
[Name removed]  Alisha, Lauren and Kate display their coffee making 

skills. 

While students enjoyed the 
training and have gained a 
valuable employment skill, 
they have also completed 
nationally recognised 
vocational competencies 
that contribute to their 
obtaining a Certificate II in 
Hospitality.  

Mrs Harvey (Hospitality 
Subject Coordinator) 
organised an excellent week 

of learning for the students in what is another valuable 
contribution the school provides to support student learning in 
areas beyond the basic curriculum.  

All students involved should be congratulated on their 
participation. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Our school’s Responsible Behaviour Plan for Students 
incorporates a system known as the Merit Award to recognise 
those students contributing to and promoting the good image 
of the school. The process is described fully on page 12 of the 
Student Homework Diary.  

While quite a large number of students are nominated by 
teachers for consideration as a Merit Award student, 
nominations are also able to be completed by students or 
parents. Nominations for Merit Award scrutiny may be left at 
the school office no later than next Friday 23 May. 

Allan Cook -  Deputy Principal 
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Isis District State High School wishes to extend an Invitation 
to all Parents and Carers to attend the annual Quality Gallery. 

Date: Tuesday 27 May Time: 11:00am till 12:30pm 

The Quality Gallery is a showcase of student achievement and 
school curriculum activities in a carnival atmosphere. Subjects 
Areas and Key Learning Areas are provided with the 
opportunity to celebrate the achievements of students judged 
to have achieved to the very best of their ability. It is not a 
celebration of outstanding achievement but rather a 
celebration of individual success.  

Held during an extended lunch break, students and guests will 
be able to view selected student works and participate in 
organised activities that are designed to test both mental and 
physical ability and taste buds too. 

Examples of activities include: 
·  HPE – a skills challenge for students  
·  Buskers/Strings Quartet – Music Students  
·  School Radio – playing requests 
·  Art – Face painting 
·  Science/Maths – Brain teasers 

Michele Kirkland – Acting Deputy Principal 
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Heart Awareness Week was recently celebrated at this school 
with about 110 school community members having their 
blood pressure monitored. There were a lot of questions asked 
about why we were looking at blood pressure. It is very 
important for people to monitor their blood pressure, as it can 
be an indicator of other cardiovascular health problems. 
Cardiovascular problems can affect all ages from teens to 
older people. Hypertension (high blood pressure) is when a 
person has blood pressure that©s significantly higher than 
normal. Over time, it can cause damage to the heart and 
arteries and other body organs. Teens can have high blood 
pressure, which may be caused by genetic factors (non-
preventable), preventable factors such as excess body weight, 
diet, lack of exercise and diseases such as heart disease or 
kidney disease. Further information can be obtained from the 
SBYHN at school every Monday and alternate Tuesday and 
Friday. 

Monique Anderson – School Based Youth Health Nurse 
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Isis District State High School staff and students have been 
developing this year’s Theatre Restaurant, “The Fearsome 
Pirate Frank” , to be held at the Cultural Centre on 1 and 2 
August. Parents/Carers who are interested in helping with 
construction of props or sewing costumes over the next 5 
weeks please contact Art Coordinator Liz Clout on 4192 1222. 

Liz Clout – Coordinator 

Kiara and Tess work hard at the 
espresso machine 
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The P&C will be holding a barbecue fundraiser on Saturday 
morning 24 May commencing at 8:30am in front of the 
Childers Foodworks Supermarket in Churchill Street. Sausage 
sizzle sandwiches will be available for $1.50 and tickets 
($1.00) will be available in a ‘Scratchie Tree Raffle’ .  

The P&C would appreciate parent support in two ways: 

·  When in town on Saturday morning, come along and 
support your P&C by buying a sausage sandwich and 
raffle ticket. 

·  If you have half an hour or more to spare, consider 
helping your student through the P&C by working on the 
stall at the barbecue or raffle. Just turn up! 

The P&C would also like to acknowledge the generous 
support of Mr John Nyugen from Childers Foodworks in 
supporting the P&C through sponsorship of this activity. For 
more information contact P&C President, Paul Nicol on  
4126 1976 or myself on 4192 1222. I look forward to your 
support on 24 May. 

Flora Barwick – P&C Treasurer 
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In recent weeks, 15 of our students participated in the North 
Burnett Cross Country held at Biggenden.  In a very 
successful meet, the athletic and endurance efforts saw Isis 
High successful in winning the overall average best 
performing school on the day. This saw thirteen of our 
students selected in the North Burnett Cross Country team. 

Special congratulations to students who won Age 
Championships and broke carnival records on the day. They 
included Jonathan (Boys Open), Hayley (Girls Open), Alara 
(Girls Under 16), Kallum (U15 Boys), Leanne (U15 Girls) and 
Kali (U13 Girls). Of particular note was Antoine (U19 Boys), 
our exchange student from Belgium, who performed very well 
to win his age group and set a new record.  

 
North Burnett Cross Country Age Champions are (back l-r) Leanne, 
Jonathan, Antoine (front l-r) Kallum, Hayley, Kali (Absent Alara) 

Well done to all who competed and good luck for the Wide 
Bay Cross Country at Gin Gin. 

Ian Shotton – Sports Coordinator 
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On Tuesday 29 April, Year 9 students attended a ‘Focus Day’  
at the Childers Showground.  The day was initially developed 
by Ms Kirkland and myself to provide sessions aimed at 
building self esteem, a sense of social integration and self 
reliance.  Professionals from Bundaberg Youth Centre, Wide 
Bay Women’s Health, Lifeline and the Childers Police 
enriched the day’s activities.   

Students participating in a tug of war event during Year 9 Focus Day 

The day has been praised as a resounding success by staff and 
the majority of Year 9 students surveyed. 

Liz Clout – Year 9 Coordinator 
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Queensland Health Workforce Units are funding and 
coordinating a Health Careers Workshop for Year 9 & 10 
students to be held in Rockhampton from Sunday 29 June - 
Thursday 3 July 2008. The Workshop provides current 
information to students about the variety of health careers 
available, including individual course information, the Overall 
Position (OP) score required, the application process and what 
the job could possibly involve, including the benefits of 
working in a rural area.  

The Workshop provides students with a range of learning 
experiences including hands-on activities, lectures from health 
professionals and university academics, a tour of the local 
hospital and university campus visits. University health 
professional student mentors play an active role throughout 
the workshop and will be working as live-in supervisors. 
Applications close 28 May 2008. Contact the School 
Guidance Officer for more information or to pick up an 
application pack.  

Carmel Bust – Guidance Officer 
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