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Thank you to those parents who attended the Parent Teacher Interviews last Tuesday. The evening was 
very successful and well attended by parents. We regard these meetings as important opportunities for 
making contact with parents and hope that such contacts can lead to mutually supportive relationships that 
benefit your child/ren’s education and their general social and emotional development. Students generally 
achieve higher academically when they observe their parents as having a genuine interest in their schooling 
and a positive relationship with the school and its teachers. I know that our teachers appreciate you taking 
the time to meet with them to discuss your child/ren’s progress and attitude to their studies. 

   
 
 
 
It was great to see so much community interest in our Anzac Day Ceremony which was held in the 
community stadium on Thursday 24 April. We certainly welcome the ongoing support and interest by the 
community and in particular the local veterans, members of the Red Cross and other community groups and 
personnel. Congratulations to our SOSE department and participating students for helping to promote the 
Anzac spirit.   

On a sobering note, I read the two articles in last week’s Sunday Mail highlighting the age old problem of 
school yard bullying. The first article titled ‘Schoolgirl bitchiness …’ is a recount by a journalist of her school 
days and the rumour mongering, taunting and bitchiness that went on during her years at school. I’m sure 
there are those in our parent community who can recount similar experiences. The second and more 
worrying article titled ‘Culture Shock’ highlights the sophistication of bullying in the 21st Century. The article 
quotes a Dr Campbell, lecturer and psychologist at the Queensland University of Technology, who says 
“teenage bullying is not a new phenomenon but the lack of parental supervision (in some cases) and advent 
of the internet and bullying in cyberspace is”.  As we would know cyberspace bullying can occur anytime of 
the day and night. She goes on to comment that, “parents should not expect schools, which have their 
children from 9:00am to 3:00pm, to be responsible for teaching them a moral code when their focus is on 
teaching Mathematics and English, etc”.  While I don’t necessarily agree with everything that Doctor 
Campbell says, I would encourage parents to support the school, in its efforts to manage this age old, but 
increasingly sophisticated problem, by knowing what your children are up to with their mobile phones, 
internet and leisure time activities.     

Last Monday the Executive Director, Wide Bay North District, Mr Ken Collier made a formal visit to the 
school to review the school’s structures, management processes and a range of data including School 
Opinion Survey, student learning outcomes and literacy, and numeracy, all of which contribute to the profile 
of the school. It was an interesting exercise to take time to examine the general school data, the student 
learning outcomes and reflect on the broad range of opportunities that this school community provides for its 
students. It was also pleasing to receive some very positive feedback from Mr Collier. He was particularly 
impressed with the opportunities and depth of school community support (for example, the Community 
Literacy Program – CLIPs, and Childers Fruit and Vegetable Association project) provided to our full range 
of students from Learning Difficulties to Gifted and Talented students. Considering the diversity of 
challenges that schools face in this technological age it is uplifting to receive this positive assessment of the 
school. The school community can justifiably feel proud of its local high school and its capacity to provide for 
the current and future needs of its youth. We certainly appreciate your continuing support. 

Kind Regards, 
Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
05 May Labour Day    13 May  Year 9 NAPLAN Testing (13 May-15 May) 
06 May Blood Pressure Testing   13 May P & C Meeting – 7:15pm 
08 May NB Cross Country – Biggenden  16 May Newsletter 
09 May Blood Pressure Testing   16 May Year 8 Development Day 

The Resource Centre was a ‘hive of activity’  last Tuesday 
evening as interested parents took the opportunity to talk with 

teachers about their child’s school progress. 

Nicola Coop (right) gets some good news from Head 
of Department SOSE and Middle Schooling, Denise 

Fox on the progress of Alexandria (Year 8). 
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Year 9 students will join other students around Australia in 
May by participating in the National Assessment Program in 
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). Results from the tests 
will provide important information about student progress in 
literacy and numeracy. Following the tests, schools and 
students will receive a statement of performance in relation to 
national benchmarks. In order to ensure students have 
optimum conditions to concentrate, students will complete the 
tests in the showgrounds hall where noise disruption from 
class changes is eliminated.  

Year 9 students will sit five papers over three test days. 

·  Tuesday 13 May: Two tests – Language conventions and Writing 
(narrative) 

·  Wednesday 14 May: Reading 
·  Thursday 15 May: Numeracy (two papers, calculator and non-

calculator) 

Students who are absent on a particular test day can sit the test 
on the ‘catch-up day’  Friday 16 May 2008, although every 
effort should be made to be in attendance on these important 
days. 

Teachers in the English and Mathematics Departments have 
been working hard to ensure that students are well prepared 
and able to perform at their best on these days. We also ask 
for your co-operation in ensuring that your children have a 
good night’s sleep the night before, are at school on these 
days, they eat a good breakfast and bring writing equipment 
and a calculator so that they can perform to their full capacity. 
Note: a breakfast supplement will also be provided on these 
days by the Chaplaincy Committee. 

For more information visit the NAPLAN website 
http://www.naplan.edu.au and click on the ‘parents’  link.  

Any further questions can be directed to me on 4192 1222. 

Michele Kirkland – Acting Deputy Principal 
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Last term the Art Department 
was delighted to host a travelling 
exhibition from the National 
Gallery of Australia.  The Elaine 
and Jim Wolfensohn Gift ‘Red 
and Yellow’  suitcases were 
borrowed for over a month for 
art students to view.   

The Elaine and Jim Wolfensohn 
Gift enables people from all 
around Australia to discover and 

handle treasured objects.  This is made possible by Jim 
Wolfensohn, the Australian-born former president of the 
World Bank. The ‘gift’  comprises three art-filled suitcases 
which have been touring schools, libraries, community 
centres, regional galleries and nursing homes around 
Australia. Our students had a chance to handle and appreciate 
original works of art by contemporary artists as well as works 
from other cultures and times. In this unique program students 
were able to experience the works in a powerful and intimate 
way.  

Students at Isis High are continually offered opportunities to 
develop and refine their growing interest in the creative, visual 
arts.  

Liz Clout – Art Coordinator 
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Isis High again commemorated ANZAC Day with a 
solemn ceremony at the school last Thursday attended by 
all students as well as parents, community members and 
Bundaberg Regional Councillor, Cr Tony Riccardi. The 
ceremony featured significant student participation to 
ensure the Anzac spirit is promoted among students. 
Senior Leader, Stephanie delivered a thought-provoking 
Anzac Day address, and School Captain, Brendan, played 
an excellent rendition of The Last Post and Rouse. The 
Ode was recited by Mr Allan Baldwin, President of 

Childers Sub-Branch 
of the RSL. Wreaths 
were laid by the 
Student Council 
representatives of 
each year level as 
well as by Mr Noel 
Francis on behalf of 
the Childers RSL. 
Invited guests 
enjoyed a pleasant 
morning tea.  

Students from the 
school also participated in the Childers Anzac Day 
program on the Friday. School Captains, Brendan and 
Caitlin, read the names of those from the Childers district 
fallen in the service of our country, and a healthy 
contingent of students marched.  

 
The continuing school commitment to commemorate 
Anzac Day in a meaningful way does much to instil its 
significance in our young people. 

Denise Fox – Head of Social Science 
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Queenslanders, each year, recognise the talent and 
achievements of students and teachers in state schools during 
State Education Week, celebrated in 2008 from 26 May to 30 
May. While a number of events will be held at Isis High 
during that week, the significant activity that invites 
community involvement is the Quality Gallery, to be held on 
Tuesday 27 May between 11:00am and 12:00pm. The Quality 
Gallery will showcase student work, achievements and skills 
in a carnival atmosphere. Subjects and Key Learning Areas 
are provided with the opportunity to celebrate the talents and 
work of students. 
As all state schools throughout Queensland recognise this 
important week, further information about State Education 
Week events is available on the State Education Week website 
at http://education.qld.gov.au/community/events/edweek 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

Storme and Joseph lay a wreath as 
Year 11 Student Council 

Representatives. 
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Expressions of interest are now being called for persons 
interested in acting as Chief Community Representatives for 
the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) test to be held for Year 12 
students on Tuesday 2 and Wednesday 3 September 2008. 
Information, including position description, payment details 
and application forms are available from the school office. 
Applications close at the school office on Friday 16 May 
2008. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Isis District State High School will be recognising Heart 
Awareness Week (29 April – 05 May) by conducting free 
blood pressure tests for parents and staff. The tests will be 
given on Tuesday 06 May and Friday 09 May from 9:30am to 
3:30pm by school-based Youth Nurse – Monique Anderson. A 
Blood Pressure Monitor Card will be provided for your 
records. If you wish to participate, please report to the school 
office on those days and staff will escort you to room A7 
where the testing will occur. 

Monique Anderson – School Based Youth Health Nurse 
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Any parents or grandparents who speak german, who are 
available between 12:00 noon and 3:00pm on Thursday 7 
May, please contact the school office on 4192 1222. The Year 
8 students need to practise speaking german with a native 
speaker. 

Janelle Coleman – Teacher 
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Mission Australia’s survey gives young Australians aged 11 to 
24 years an opportunity to comment on a range of issues that 
are important to them. The responses provide valuable 
information for anyone concerned about the wellbeing of 
young people. If interested, the survey can be completed by 
visiting Mission Australia’s website 
www.missionaustralia.com.au/youthsurvey. 

The closing date for responses is Friday 27 June 2008. 

Trevor French – Principal 
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The school’s telephone system now includes a mailbox system 
for the reporting of student absences. If your child is absent 
you are now able to phone the school at any time and leave a 
message by leaving your name and student name, date, 
duration and reason for your child’s absence. The number to 
call is 4192 1260. 

Karen Webb – Business Services Manager 
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Our students have already participated in a variety of speaking 
competitions this year. Danielle and Luke were entrants last 
week at the Bundaberg section of Rostrum Voice of Youth. 
Both had humorous elements in their speech that entertained 
an unusually larger and appreciative audience. 
Sarah, a first time debater, Bradley and Lisa, in the Junior 
Apex Debating competition, took on Gin Gin and were 
narrowly defeated. Our senior team, Stephanie, Caitlin and 
Kurtis narrowly defeated the senior Gin Gin team. This was 
the first ever debate for Stephanie and Caitlin, and the first 
time Kurtis spoke as the third speaker, carrying the team’s 

rebuttal to the opposition’s argument. All spoke well and 
presented their arguments in what proved to be a very close 
debate. All were subsequently effusive in their praise for their 
coach, who inspired them with stirring words and a firm belief 
in their individual abilities to succeed. 

Our other junior team, Rachael, Morgan and Danielle, have 
won their first two debates against Biggenden and Isis and 
now progress to the semi-finals against either Biggenden or 
Gin Gin. Fortunately, both our junior and senior debating 
teams will be negative in the next round, which allows both 
third speakers, Kurtis and Danielle, to have the last say. I am 
anticipating both of them will use this opportunity to the limit 
and hopefully reduce their opposing teams’ arguments to 
rubble. The seniors have to convince their audience that stay 
at home parents should not be paid, while the juniors will be 
arguing that marriage is not an outdated institution.  

 
Senior Debaters Stephanie and Caitlin with Kurtis 

I also want to mention our appreciation to service clubs like 
Apex for the time their members dedicate in organising and 
running competitions such as debating. Any student who has 
ever participated will readily acknowledge the rapid 
development as a speaker from a first time novice struggling 
to make the time, to a balanced and assertive practitioner just 
a few short debates later. 

Adrian Jones – Head of English 

3 � 
 � %2� 
 � � � �# �  

Fruit, Pancakes, Bacon, Egg, Tomato Burgers and Milo – 
what a wonderful breakfast and social gathering. 

Breakfast Club happens every Thursday morning in the main 
campus Home Economics Room. All students and parents are 
welcome and we would appreciate the attendance of any 
parent or community volunteers who have an hour to spare 
Thursday mornings from around 8:00am onwards. If you are 
able to assist in this very casual rewarding atmosphere please 
contact the school or Neil Grumley (4192 1222) or just turn up 
on the day! 

Karen Webb – Business Services Manager 
INVITATION FOR TENDER 

Tenders are invited for the purchase and removal of a Toyota 
Landcruiser 1976 Petrol 4X4 Trayback, unregistered vehicle 
located at the school. Arrangements can be made to inspect 
the vehicle by contacting the school on 4192 1222. 
Tenders should be marked for the attention of the School 
Business Services Manager, and received at the school office 
by 4:00pm Friday 9 May. 


