14 March, 2008

Once again it is that time of the year when developing parental involvement in school
becomes a serious issue. Congratulations to our P&C Executive members who have taken
on part of this role for the year. Mr Paul Nicol, who has held the position of Vice President for
a number of years, replaces Mrs Chris Kingston as President. For Mrs Flora Barwick
(Treasurer) and Mrs Barb Jenkins (Secretary), this will be another year of continuing service.
The school certainly appreciates the support provided by
the Executive throughout 2007 and we look forward to
strengthening our partnership throughout 2008 and
beyond. Congratulations to Chris for her many years of
service to this school community, the last seven years as
President. During this time Chris has been an
uncompromising supporter of the Isis High community and
of the young people who attend the school. She has
always defended the school and particularly our students,
promoting their good qualities, within the community, in a
most passionate manner. She has certainly made a
positive difference. Best wishes to her for the future.

Unfortunately, due to the wet weather earlier this year, our annual evening swimming
carnival planned for Thursday 14 February had to be rescheduled and run as a half day time
trials so as to meet district deadlines. While this was disappointing for spectators the trials
were conducted in a competitive spirit and an enjoyable atmosphere. Congratulations to the
swimmers who represented their houses at the inter-house swimming time trials. Hopefully,
next year the weather will be much kinder.

Two weeks ago, | received a letter from The Honorable Rod Welford MP (Minister for
Education, Training and the Arts) to inform the school that Mikaela (2007 School Captain)
was a recipient of a TJ Ryan Memorial Medal for 2008. This is certainly a prestigious award
presented to no more than ten students each year from across the state including
Government, Catholic and Independent schools. The Minister congratulated Isis District SHS
for its successful nomination. He highlighted the fact that this is the third successful
nomination, in recent years, for our school, and is a significant and unique achievement.
Amy received a medal in 2003, Bryce in 2007 and now Mikaela in 2008. What an
outstanding and proud record this school has in providing opportunities and supporting its
students to achieve at such high levels. Mikaela received her award at a function held at
Parliament House in Brisbane last Wednesday afternoon. Hopefully | will be in a position to
include some photographs in our school's next newsletter.

In conclusion, | would like to congratulate Ms Tanya McKee who is the successful applicant
for the Chaplain position at Isis High, and will replace Mr Justin Stevenson who has taken up
a new position at Torbanlea SS. Ms McKee will commence duties on Monday, 17 March.

Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

Parents are reminded that this year the autumn

2 i 14 Mar
vacation is separate from the Easter holidays due to 17 Mar
the early Easter break. Good Friday will be 21
March and Easter Monday 24 March and school will
resume on Tuesday 25 March for another two weeks .
prior to the autumn vacation. Term 1 will end on 21 Mar Good Friday
Friday 4 April and Term 2 will commence on 24 Mar Easter Monday _
Tuesday 15 April. Monday 14 April isa Student 07 Apr Autumn Vacation (07-11 April)
Free Day. 14 Apr Student Free Day

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Free Dress Day/Shave for a Cure
School Photographs

19 Mar School Socia (6.30pm to 9.30pm)

20 Mar North Burnett Winter Trials - Childers

(#Names and i mages removed to conply with I nformation Privacy Legislation)



The Annual Swimming Carnival unfortunately suffered
significant disruption this year dueto the heavy rainfall the
district encountered last month. The carnival was scheduled to
occur on the evening that received some of the heaviest
rainfall, leaving the school with little option but to cancel the
event, as a considerable number of students from Woodgate,
Biggenden and other surrounding areas could not get in to
Childers. Dueto the tight scheduling of the North Burnett
carnival, an alternative date could not be found for our own
school carnival. For this year only, the Sports Coordinator (Mr
Shotton), the Health and Physical Education faculty and other
teachers conducted a ‘ mini-carnival’ in school -time for those
students wishing to participate. The school will return to the
traditiona evening format for the Swimming Carniva next
year, weather conditions permitting.

Despite some strong competition between students, Trojan
house emerged very convincingly as the winning house from
Vesta, followed by Badillaand Pindar. Age Championsfor the
schooal included:

13yrs. Grace Warrick
14yrs.  Shannon Isaac
15yrs: {#Name removed} Leon
16yrs. Courtney Zachary

Open: Mélissa Christopher

Age Champions include (back I-r) Courtney, Christopher, Zachary, Leon,
Warrick (middle I-r) {#Nameremoved}, Mellissa, Isaac, Shannon and (front)
Grace.

Congratulationsto all studentswho participated and particular
congratulationsto Trojan and Age Champions.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

reminded that all students were issued with an Assessment
Planner for Semester One on Friday 16 February. This useful
document detail s assessments for sudentsin their subjects,
allowing them to plan a manageable program of revision for
their tests. Further copies are available from the schoal office.
Students have been reminded, on school assembly, of the
importance of preparing for their assessment.

After assessments arefinalised, teacherswill be completing
Progress Reports on each sudent’ s school performance so far
this year. Reports will be issued to students on the first Friday
of Term 2, 18 April. At the sametime, information on the first
Parent-Teacher Interview evening for the year (scheduled for
29 April) will be digtributed.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Aswe move well and truly into the second half of the term,
most students are now entering a period of assignment
submission and class tests. Students should be increasing their
work rate at home to ensure they give themselves the greatest
opportunity of obtaining the results they deserve for their
efforts during the term. The Student Handbook and
Homework Diary (page 16-17) contains information on school
policies relating to assessment. Theimportance of submitting
assignments by the due date in order for marksto be allocated
is emphasised. For example, where teacher monitoring of
student work shows that it is unlikely a student will be able to
submit his/her assignment on time, the policy describes a
process where parents are informed by letter so that they can
support the student in taking steps to ensure the assignment is
submitted. The policy also describes the procedure to be
followed if a student is absent on the day of assessment. In
addition to the Student Handbook information, parents are
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The lsis District State High School P& C Association supports
a student dress code policy for our school because it believes
it has anumber of benefits for students and parents including:

Promotes a safe environment for learning by enabling
ready identification of students and non-students of the
school;

Promotes an effective teaching and learning environment
by eliminating the distraction of competition in dress and
fashion at the school;

Promotes a supportive environment at the school by
fostering a sense of belonging; and

Fosters mutual respect among individuals at the school by
minimising visible evidence of economic, class or social
differences.

The school staff actively supportsthisintention of the P& C
because they similarly understand the virtues of a consistent
school uniform, including the general sense of good reputation
in the community that such consistent wearing of uniform by
students promotes.
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{#Name removed}, (With school spray jacket), Trent and Mellissa (formal senior
uniform) model appropriate school uniform.

The P& C Association’s Uniform Sub-Committee regularly
reviews the requirements of our school Dress Code. The
committee consists of parent, sudent and staff representatives
and seeks input from school community members. The Dress
Code can be found in the Student Homework Diary on page




10 and 11. It can a'so be found on the school website at
www.isisdistshs.eq.edu.au.

Students have started the year showing generally good
compliance with the school Dress Code, however thereare a
few aspects that need to be emphasi sed:

Cosmetic make-up, including nail polish, isinappropriate
for the school environment and should not be worn.
Footwear includes appropriate closed in shoes (black
school shoes arerequired for the formal Senior Uniform).
‘Court shoes' and canvas shoes are not satisfactory and
actually constitute a workplace, health and safety risk in
some subject areasthat prevents students participating in
the lesson. Sneakers or closed in shoes are satisfactory.
Shorts and skirts should be an appropriate length for a
school environment, generaly close to the knee. Three-
guarter ‘skate pants' are not acceptable.

Acceptable jewellery includes awrist watch, plain ring,
plain single neck chain of moderate size worn under
blouse or shirt and plain sleepers or stud earrings (no
more than 3 per ear and no attachments). It is not
permissible to wear visible body piercing/adornment.

The school and the P& C would ask for parent support in
ensuring students leave for school in dress that is consi stent
with the requirements of the student dress code. It is often the
case, that students who demonstrate good compliance in this
area, aso show similar co-operation in other areas and
generally obtain the best outcome from schooling. Please
contact me on 4192 1222 for any further information.

Trevor French — Principal

The school community has for some years, supported funding
for cancer research by participating in the World' s Greatest
Shave. The Student Council decided to again support this
cause and also seek direct sudent donations by way of a free
dressday. The Shave for a Cure activitiesand free dress day
were held today Friday 14 March and were a great success.
Students not wearing school uniform today were expected to
make agold coin donation in support of thisworthwhile
cause. Congratulationsto all students who supported this
worthy cause.

Andrew Cole — Coordinator
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On the 29 February | attended the

United Nations Y outh

Association/Y outh Speak Conference

at Mudjimba. The aim of this

conference wasto alow the youth of

Queendand to put forward their ideas

about current events in Queensland

and establish contacts with various

keynote speakers and other involved

young people. The conference was spread across three days
and included spirited debate on such topics as Globalisation,
Palitics and Human Rights. These debates culminated in a
model UN general assembly and the completion of a
document, listing the recommendations of the young people
present, to be presented to Members of Parliament.

Luke — Year 11 Sudent

Thisyear another talented group of 1sis students competed for
the distinction of the Lions Y outh of the Y ear. Murphy,
Caitlin, Stephanie, Lachlan and Brendan all braved the
interviews, the dreaded impromptus and finally the prepared
speeches. In the usua and deeply appreciated supportive spirit
of the members of the Club, the night passed quickly in good
humour. This year saw Stephanie demonstrate her mastery of
the spoken language by winning that section of the
competition, and Brendan being selected asthe Y outh of the
Year”. He has since progressed to the next level at
Maryborough, where he represented Childers Lions and the
school with distinction, but was not selected to proceed any
further.

Year 12 students Brendan, Sephanie, Murphy, Caitlin and Lachlan
contested the 2008 Lions Youth of the Year competition.

It was a pleasure to see and hear al our contestantsin
operation, and, asusual, special thanks need to go to the local
Lions Club that once again has supported in such a practical
manner the devel opment of young people within our
community.

Adrian Jones—Head of English
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Due to a very high demand for uniforms, existing stocks were
sold out in anumber of sizes. New stocks and or der s have
just arrived. Studentsand parents can collect or order
uniforms from the Uniform Shop every Tuesday. Thank you
for your patience while the order was being filled.

Barbara Butcher — Uniform Shop Convenor
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