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Isis High’s student population in 2008 has remained stable with Day 8 numbers similar to 2007 and about 
thirty students more than in 2006. These numbers should ensure that the school retains sensible class sizes 
that give our students the best chance of success. 

After another busy start to the school year with the first few weeks now behind us it is time to put the 
finishing touches on our 2008 Operational Plan.  
Each year all state schools develop an Operational Plan for the 
year ahead and this plan, in our case, is endorsed by our P&C 
and approved by the Executive Director for Schools, Wide Bay 
North District. While this is a lengthy document which contains 
a whole range of school targets, I have highlighted some Key 
Areas that the school intends to continue pursuing throughout 
2008. It is important that our school community remains aware 
of the schools strategic and operational direction.  

Operational Plan 2008: Our Key Development Areas in brief 
will include: 

Middle Schooling  (Years 8 and 9) – The new Queensland 
Curriculum and Reporting Framework (QCARF) will be the 
focus area throughout 2008 with all subject areas commencing 
a review of their current programs to ensure that from 2009 all 
subject areas will be teaching the ‘Essential Learnings’, learning 
that will be common across schools. 

Senior Schooling – the school community will continue a 
relentless focus on ensuring each senior student has a program designed to assist them to move towards 
their preferred career pathway. Each student commencing Year 11 will have a negotiated ‘Student 
Education and Training Plan (SETP) and progress towards achieving this plan will be monitored closely by 
the school.  

Literacy and Numeracy – while literacy will continue to be a significant focus of all staff at Isis High, 
numeracy will also become an important focus for all subject areas not just the school’s Mathematics 
department. We remain committed to maintaining our very successful Community Literacy Program for 
Students (CLIPs). In 2008 similar numeracy initiatives will be developed so as to provide support to those 
students who require assistance with this other important life skill.  

Information Communication Technology (ICT) literacy proficiency – the importance of ICT literacy 
proficiency in the 21st Century can’t be understated. All teaching staff will continue to use ICT as an integral 
component to enhance ‘curriculum’ and ‘teaching and learning’ and to ensure that all our students are 
computer literate. 

Inclusive Education – the school will continue to work hard to support all groups within our community 
including: students with special needs, students from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander descent, young 
people who travel to school from rural locations, Gifted students and young people in Care of the State. 

For a more detailed account of the school’s direction throughout 2008 a copy of the Operational Plan will be 
available to the public, towards the end of March, in the visitors’ foyer of the school administration building. 

Next Tuesday 19th February, commencing at 10.15am, the school’s Induction of School Leaders ceremony 
will take place. It is a celebration of the commencement of a new school year and a new student leadership 
team and your support by way of your attendance would be appreciated. I look forward to seeing you at this 
ceremony. 

Once again this year with the financial support of the P&C the school is able to maintain the lease of a 24 
seater bus. With 37 Isis High Year 11 and 12 students enrolled in Certificate II courses at Bundaberg TAFE, 
the bus makes this important part of their studies possible. Congratulations to the P&C for once again 
supporting this significant project for our students. 

Finally, I encourage you to read in full two articles ‘What a great ICT Report Card’ and ‘Isis High Breakfast 
Club’ on page 2 of this newsletter. You may know of someone who might be interested. 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
14 Feb Swimming Carnival – 6pm 20 Feb Bundaberg Sport begins 
15 Feb Yr 11 & 12 Home Study  22 Feb NB Swimming Carnival (by nomination)  
18 Feb NB Summer Sports Trials  28 Feb WB Summer Sports Trials  
19 Feb Student Leaders’  Induction Ceremony 29 Feb Newsletter 

Principal, Trevor French and P&C Vice 
President, Paul Nicol look over the 
School’s 2008 Operational Plan 



# Names and images removed to comply with Information Privacy Legislation 

� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � � � � � � �

Each year Education Queensland (EQ) measures how well 
each state school is doing in developing a culture of using 
Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) to enhance 
the learning of our students.  

EQ uses four criteria - Enabling Teaching and Learning, 
Developing Professionals, Supporting Learners and Building 
Infrastructure along with a three point scale – A, AA and 
AAA to determine the overall progress of the school. The 
great news is that Isis High has achieved a AA 2007 School 
ICT Index Report and is very close to meeting the AAA 
requirements.  

 
Students make frequent use of the school’s excellent ICT resources 

While this is an outstanding outcome for this school 
community and in particular for our students, the task of 
maintaining such a large computer network often stretches the 
resources of the school. The school would be keen to hear 
from a community volunteer, who has some computer skills, 
to assist our fulltime ICT Technician with some of the routine 
maintenance during times of heavy workload. While this 
would benefit the school immensely, ensuring our students 
continue to have access to well maintained computers, it 
would also provide an opportunity for the volunteer to develop 
his or her knowledge of computers and computer networks. If 
you would like to help please contact me at the school on 
41921222.  

Trevor French – Principal  
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The Induction Ceremony is an important school activity to 
formally recognise those students elected and willing to accept 
leadership roles on behalf of the school and the student 
community. These include School Captains and Vice 
Captains, Sports Captains and Vice Captains, Senior Leaders 
and Student Council representatives. In addition, it provides 
an opportunity for those senior students, who elect to do so, to 
affirm their responsibilities as a Year 12 student.  

The 2008 Induction Ceremony will be conducted at the 
Childers Community Stadium at the High School on Tuesday 
19 February in the morning. The ceremony will commence at 
10:15am and conclude at approximately 11:15am. Parents and 
interested citizens are invited to attend the ceremony which 
will be followed by a morning tea for guests, parents and 
student leaders. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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What another great success story thanks to community 
volunteers and the ongoing support of three local businesses. 

The Isis High Breakfast Club is now in its fourth year thanks to 
the hard work of the school’s Chaplaincy committee and the 
valued sponsorship of three committed local businesses that 
have provided long term support for this program and in 
particular encouragement for the youth of this community. Our 
local FOODWORKS provides all the necessary groceries, 
Childers’ HOT BREAD SHOP donates bread and 
GRASSHOPPERS provides fruit and eggs. The Breakfast Club 
serves about 1000+ breakfasts each year, 3000+ in total so far, 
and 2008 will be no different. As you can see it is a huge 
ongoing sponsorship by these three local businesses, for which 
the school community should be extremely appreciative. 

 
Breakfast Club volunteers Neil Grumley, Dean Martin and School 

Chaplain Justin Stevenson get some help buttering toast from 
FOODWORKS Owner and Breakfast Club Sponsor John Nguyen 

The Breakfast Club meets, throughout the year, each Thursday 
morning from 8:15am in the F Block kitchen. All students are 
welcome. As well, the Chaplaincy Committee is always 
interested in hearing from new volunteers (with Blue Card of 
course) to help with this very rewarding work. Interested 
volunteers should contact the school on 41921222.  

Trevor French – for the Chaplaincy Committee.  
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Accompanying this newsletter is the Student Assessment 
Planner for Semester One. It contains the dates of most 
assessments planned in subject areas across all year levels for 
Semester One, 2008, as at 14 February. Its purpose is to 
encourage and assist students to properly plan and manage 
their study and assignment preparation time. In this way, 
students should avoid unnecessary ‘ last minute’  rushes to have 
work completed on time. Students should study this document 
and note the assessment dates for their subjects. 

Where changes to the listed assessment dates need to be made, 
subject teachers will discuss and negotiate these changes with 
students. I would also draw the attention of parents to the 
Assessment and Assignment Policy included in the Student 
Homework Diary on pages 16 & 17. 

Students should identify possible concerns and/or problems 
(eg. a large number of assessments on the one day) and raise 
them with their teacher, Head of Department or Subject Area 
Coordinator, for an explanation or resolution. Students may 
direct any general queries in relation to this document to me. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Isis High gives a very 
warm welcome to an 
exchange student for the 
first half of the year in 
Antoine from Belgium 
(pictured). Antoine’s home 
town is Liege which is 
about 80 kms from 
Belgium’s capital, 
Brussels. Antoine has 
finished his secondary 
schooling at St. Benoit – 
St. Servais school in Belgium having obtained his Certificate 
of Basic Studies for completing study of the subjects English, 
French, Dutch, Mathematics, Science, History and Geography. 
Antoine intends to continue his education in the area of 
commerce at university when he returns to Belgium. Antoine 
lives with his family in Liege in Belgium. His Dad works with 
a pharmaceutical company and Mum is an accountant, while 
older sister Justina (20) attends a technical college and 
younger sister Mathilda (16) is still at school. Antoine enjoys 
some sport including football (soccer), fishing and cycling. 
His family have previously enjoyed holidays to France, 
Tunisia, Slovenia and the Belgian coast.  Antoine has wanted 
to visit Australia since a young boy and is now enjoying all it 
offers while living with host family, Barry and Jenny Nixon 
(and Peter in Year 11). He finds one of the biggest contrasts in 
Australia is the friendliness of the people.  

Exchange students add much to the cultural richness of our 
school community and his presence will be much appreciated. 
We welcome him and wish him a very safe and happy stay in 
Australia and in Childers. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Given the prolific ownership of mobile phones, it is important 
for their use at school be understood by students and parents. 
In the first instance, the school discourages students bringing 
these items to school as they are of value and so can be very 
susceptible to theft. The school will not assume responsibility 
for the security of mobile phones given that we advise 
students not to have them at school.  

If students do have them at school, they are only to be used 
during recess. At no time should the devices be turned on 
during lesson time. It is important that students aren’ t 
distracted during learning and that the instructions of teachers 
and the learning conversations be clearly heard by all. The 
school does not accept that mobile phones should be activated 
in class on the possibility that a parent may wish to phone 
their son/daughter or text a message, other than an emergency 
situation that has been previously negotiated with the school 
administration. In most instances parents should contact the 
school office for staff to pass on messages to students. 

Students who fail to follow this basic requirement may have 
their phone confiscated by the teacher for the remainder of the 
lesson or day (depending on the circumstances).  

This policy applies similarly to MP3 players (including 
Ipods), as the school can see little educational reason for 
personal music players to be required by students at school. 

I am hopeful that parents would support the school in 
maintaining a learning environment where classrooms are 
focussed on quality teaching and learning free of distraction 
and in a healthy environment. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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On January 13 this year I 
boarded a coach with 50 total 
strangers to attend the National 
Youth Science Forum (NYSF).   
During the 22 hour bus trip to 
Canberra I met some of the 
people who would be attending 
the NYSF with me and 
discovered that they had 
interests and ideas very similar 
to my own.  Finally I arrived at 
Burgmann College in the 
Australian National University in Canberra.  Here I met 
another 100 people who had come from all over Australia and 
even a few from New Zealand and Sweden. 

During the forum I participated in a wide variety of science 
oriented activities.  These include visits to Tidbinbilla 
Tracking Station, Molonglo radio telescope, ANU Department 
of Physics, Parliament House and even the Governor 
General’s Residence at Yarralumla.  As well as these, I 
attended debates on Australia’s Energy futures and Genetic 
Law, formal dinners with Canberra Rotarians and Australia’s 
top scientists, as well as lectures on university life, careers, 
Year 12, negotiation, body language and public speaking.  The 
forum also had a strong focus on preparing us for the future 
with a 3 minute impromptu speech, a 5 minute prepared 
speech and a mock job interview for a possible future career.  
Other activities included presentations from Australia’s top 
universities, a bush dance in a century old woolshed, bowling 
and a group dynamics workshop. 

In short the NYSF was an amazing opportunity to meet 150 
other like-minded people to share ideas and views on current 
issues.  The skills and friendships that I made while in 
Canberra will last a lifetime and I encourage anyone with an 
interest in science to apply and attend selection events for this 
extraordinary program.    

Lachlan - Year 12 Student 
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