01 August, 2008

This is an extremely busy time for the school as we continue the 2008 work and commence the planning for
the 2009 school year. During Terms Two and Three the Deputy Principals in consultation with the Heads of
Departments have been reviewing the Curriculum Framework which includes such topics as the timetable,
the subject offerings, the teaching methods and assessment. It is now time to start the process that will
ensure the school is ready for the start of next year. A number of strategies to assist students to make the
correct decisions about their future study are planned. As in the past the school will hold a Parent
Information Evening which will consist of presentations in the Drama Auditorium followed by an opportunity
for parents to view Subject Area Displays, in the Resource Centre, and talk to teachers. This way parents get
a much clearer picture of the subject offerings and have
an opportunity to talk informally with teachers to gain a
better understanding of each subject being offered
throughout Years 08 to 12. The Parent Information
Evening will be held on Tuesday evening, 26 August 2008.
Please mark this important date on your calendar. More
specific information will be sent home with students.

Best wishes to our students, Ms Clout, Mr Leyman, Mrs
Ratcliffe and all other staff who have in some way
contributed to our 2008 Theatre Restaurant performance,
‘The Fearsome Pirate Frank’. Tonight, of course, is
opening night and while there may be a few nerves, | have
no doubt that it will be an excellent night of fine food,
entertainment and sheer delight. A huge thank you to the - g
community for your support of our young people as both Year 8 students (I-r) Emily, Aleisha,
evenings are ‘sold out'. Alexandria and Alana steer a steady course for

This year the School Opinion Survey will be administered ‘Pirate Frank

during the week beginning Monday 4 August 2008. The

School Opinion Survey is administered each year by Education Queensland in all state schools. The survey
includes all staff, selected Year 09 and Year 11 students and a statistical sample of parents. In a school the
size of Isis High that means forty (40) parents. Staff and students will complete the survey at school while the
forty parents will receive their survey by mail. It is important that you assist us by completing the survey and
returning it to the school by the due date. An information package will accompany this survey and this will
detail timelines, etc. The completed surveys are packaged and returned to Education Queensland for
processing. Last year, the School Opinion Survey results were very positive with your local school (Isis High)
comparing very well with other state high schools throughout the
state. We continue to work hard with the wider community in the
areas of curriculum development, shared teaching and learning,
better IT infrastructure and improved facilities to ensure a
positive learning environment where each student is able to
achieve to their full potential resulting in a worthwhile pathway
that will lead them towards their future career aspirations.

Finally in this newsletter, | would like to thank Mr Col Egan
(pictured) and his wife Daisy, from Childers, for their wonderful
gift of a book for our school library. The book, ‘Geographica —
The complete illustrated reference to Australia and the World’,
will be of great interest and value to both students and staff.

LAY
Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
05Aug Parent Teacher Interviews (4:00pm — 7:00pm) 12 Aug P& C Meeting (7.15pm)
06 Aug School Social 14-15Aug  Yr 12 QCS Practice Test
07 Aug School Track/Field Carnival 15 Aug Newd etter
08 Aug School Track/Field Carnival 26 Aug Parent Information Evening

(#Narrm and images removed to comply with Information Privacy Legislation)




Accompanying this newdletter isthe Student Assessment
Planner for Semester Two. It contains the dates of most
assessments planned in subject areas across all year levels for
Semester Two, 2008, asat 01 August. Itspurposeisto
encourage and assist studentsto properly plan and manage
their study and assignment preparation time. In this way,
students should avoid unnecessary ‘last minute’ rushes to have
work completed on time. Students should study this document
and note the assessment dates for the subjects they are
studying. Where changes to the listed assessment dates need
to be made students will be advised by their class teacher. |
would also draw the attention of parents to the Assessment
and Assignment Policy included in the Student Homework
Diary on pages 16 & 17. Students should identify possible
concerns and/or problems (eg. alarge number of assessments
on the one day) and raise them with their teacher, Head of
Department or Subject Area Coordinator, for an explanation
or resolution. Students may direct any general queriesto me.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Student Semester Reports were digtributed last Friday to
inform parents of student progress. The very important
activity associated with reportsisthe Parent-Teacher
Interview Evening this Tuesday evening (05 August) between
4:00pm and 7:00pm. Thisis an excellent opportunity for
parentsto speak directly with their son/daughter’ s teachers
and in particular discuss where their child may not be doing as
well as anticipated. Teachers are only too happy to speak with
parents about how studentsin their classes might improve and
what has to be done to achieve this. Students have been
reminded several timesin the last week of the importance of
making appointments with teachers. Appointments, for
interviews, can continue to be made as late as this Monday. |
look forward to seeing parents on Tuesday.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Head of Science Department (Acting), Mr Davey congratulates [#Name
removed] (YrO 8) who was placed in the top 1% of Queensland Yr 08 students
in the International Science Competition. Hannah (back left) was placed in
the top 1% of Queensland Year 11 students. Other students who placed in the
top 5% of the state are (I-r) Cain, [#Name removed], Luke, Bradley and
Brendan. Also in the top 5%, but not pictured are Lachlan, Ashley, Tomand
Mark

Certificates of Credit were achieved by:

Y ear 12: Cameron, Murphy and Stephanie.

Year 11: Tamara, Jessica, Tarah, [#Name removed], Trent,
[#Name removed] , Ryan and Joseph

Year 10: Lisa Dinsey, Rachad Lindsay and Luke Wright.

Year 9: Kdlie, Adrian, Sarah and Shannon.

Year 8: Mitchdl, Sian, Dylan, Martin, Grace, Emily, Abbish,
Isaac, Rachdl and Alexandria.

Congratulationsto all studentswho participated. Y ou should
be proud of your achievement.

Andy Davey — Head of Science (Acting)

Isis High students maintained their strong involvement in a
recent international science competition conducted by the
University of New South Wales International Competitions
and Assessments for Schools.

This competition is conducted throughout Australiaand in 12
other countries and over 1.5 million students worldwide
compete. There were 53 students from Isis High participating
and they achieved significant results with 18 students being in
the top 10 percent of the state for their respective year level.

Special congratulationsgo to Year 11 sudent Hannah and

Y ear 8 sudent [#Name removed] Who were both awarded High
Digtinctions for their results. Both of these students placed in
the top 1% of Queendand students in their respective year
levels — an outstanding achievement.

Certificates of Distinction were achieved by:

Y ear 12: [#Name removed] , Brendan, Lachlan, Ashley and Elliot.
Year 11: Storme, Cain, Luke.

Y ear 10: Bradley and Danielle

Year 9: Mark and Tom

Year 8. Jack, Kathryn, [#Name removed] and Dhane.
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Year 12 student, Holly
(pictured) has successfully
completed atertiary
education subject through the
University of Southern
Queendand’'s Head Sart
Program. Holly has
completed the subject
Environmental Studies,
which forms a part of the
environmental science
program and can be credited
towards future tertiary study
in this undergraduate degree.
Well done, Hally.

Flora Barwick — Teacher Aide

The School Social for Term Threeis on Wednesday 06
August at thelsis Cultural Centre in Churchill Street. The
Social isan important fund-raising activity for the Student
Council and is an enjoyable opportunity for students to relax
and socialise. Entry to the Social will be between 6:30pm and
7:00pm and cost $5.00 or $4.50 if in costume. The Social will
conclude promptly at 9:30pm. Regular school rules apply at
the Social and teacher supervision will be provided. The
school looks forward to another pleasant school function for
students.

James Hamlyn — Social Coordinator
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School Captain and Year 12 student, Caitlin (pictured) isa
wonderfully skilled violinist as all those who heard her at the
last Awards Evening would testify. It islittle surprise then that
Caitlin has been informed that she will have an opportunity to
refine her playing to an even higher level after being selected
to participate in the Queendand State Honours Ensemble
Program (SHEP) in Brisbane during the September holidays.

Thishighly regarded program brings together the finest young
Queend and string, wind, brass and percussion musicians,
under the tutelage of ateam of eminent international and
national conductors, in aworld-class environment. The
intensive four-day program of tuition culminatesin agala
concert in the Conservatorium Theatre, Queensland
Conservatorium of Music at Griffith University, South Bank.

Caitlin will be attending * SHEP for the second time after also
being selected to attend last year’ s program. Caitlin is thankful
to the school for nominating her and is aso very appreciative
of thelsis Digtrict State High School P& C Association which
will partly sponsor her attendance. Congratulations to Caitlin
on her selection and best wishes for an enjoyable and
rewarding program.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

guestions, at the end of which there was a clear winner and a
tiefor second. Lachlan had tied with another student. After
two sets of five tie-breaking questions, Lachlan became the
outright second placed person. We were then al delighted to
hear that Elliot had won the individual quiz, collecting a
$200.00 voucher from Dymocks as his prize, with Lachlan
awarded $100.00.

L : Wiv'd
‘Quizmagters Elliot, Kurtisand Lachlan

Congratulationsto al three students on their preparedness to
‘have ago’ and on their efforts.

Adrian Jones —Head of Department (English/Arts)

$

The beginning of Term Threeisagood timeto ask school
familiesto review their contact details (home, work and
mobile phone numbers and addresses). It isthe responsbility
of parent/caregiversto ensure that thisinformation is kept up
to date, so that in the event of an emergent situation, quick
contact to the parents/caregivers can be made. Please notify
the office of any changes, or if you are unsure of the records
held by the school, contact the school office on 4192 1222.

Karen Webb — Business Services Manager
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If anyone in the community has a fish tank that they no longer
require, it could be put to good use in the school’ s Science
Department and be greatly appreciated. Please contact me on
4192 1222 if you are able to assigt.

Lorrae Oliver — School Scientific Officer
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On Tuesday night, our Isis Team of Kurtis, Elliot and Lachlan,
ably supported by their families, set off to battle the
Bundaberg area schools in the annual Rotary High School
Quiz Night. We had decided beforehand that we were
vulnerable in the areas of History and Geography, but demons
in the areas of Maths, Science and Technology. It was close
fought for first place, but this year wasn’t to be for us. This
was despite the efforts of all three team membersand one in
particular, who began watching the news trying to gain
information about areas where he felt he knew little.

| was very proud of them al. Although we didn’t win, the
team upheld thereputation of our school in performing well at
these quiz nights. Ah well, thereis always next year, | was
thinking, as we entered the individual competition where
teams no longer existed. The students faced 20 penetrating
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