18 April, 2008

Welcome back to Term 2. | trust that the autumn vacation gave families the opportunity to relax and
spend some quality time with each other. This term promises to be an exciting and busy one as we
continue the usual activities, carry on the developmental work aimed at improving outcomes for our
students and take up the challenge of progressing the school’'s Annual Operational Plan which
includes key initiatives developed around middle schooling, senior schooling, literacy and numeracy,
smart classrooms (Information Communication Technology) and inclusive programs. Term 2 will also
see a flurry of cultural activity in the school with staff and students preparing for this year’s theatre
restaurant. The production will be another great opportunity for our students to show off their cultural
talents within the community. While we are still finalising a suitable date it will certainly be in the early
part of term 3. Keep tuned as this year's theatre restaurant, | am sure, will be another great Isis High
cultural event.

Just prior to the autumn vacation the school
received a visit from the Assistant Director
General, Education Queensland, Mrs Jenny
Haddrell, the Wide Bay Regional Executive
Director, Mrs Kirsti Kee and the Wide Bay
North Executive Director, Mr Ken Collier.
While the visit was only brief they took the
opportunity to walk around the school, visit
classrooms, talk to teachers and students,
chat with other staff members and generally
get a feel for the school. Jenny, a past school
principal herself, who spends lots of her
working life visiting schools throughout
Queensland, was very impressed by the
presentation and tone of the school. In fact,

ducation | d ' | ) ' addrell. Kirgi she commented, “this is the loveliest school
Education leaders (I-r) Jenny Haddrell, Kirsti Kee, Trevor  yha¢ | have visited”. Considering her wide

French and Ken Collier met recently at ISis High ranging school visits | am sure that her
comments only reinforce what this school community already knows.

This coming Thursday 24 April, commencing at 10:45am, the school will hold an Anzac Day service in
our community stadium. Our students will join with other members of the community, including
returned servicemen and women, to listen to the Anzac story. Parents and citizens are welcome to
attend.

Please see the Parent-Teacher Evening information detailed in this newsletter. | would encourage
parents to ensure that each of your students arrange interviews with their teachers. This is an
excellent opportunity to show your children that you are interested in their education and at the same
time receive feedback from teachers about how well your students are going. It is also an opportunity
to work in partnership with the school to resolve any learning issues or concerns. | commend the
Parent-Teacher interviews as a critical element in your child’s education.

Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

Isis District State High School will be recognising 18 Apr Term 1 Progress Reports issued
Heart Awareness Week (29 April — 05 May) by 23 Apr BDSSSA Summer Sports Finals Day
conducting free blood pressure tests for parents and 24 Apr  School Anzac Day Service

staff. The tests will be given on Tuesday 06 May 25 Apr Anzac Day

and Friday 09 May from 9:30am to 3:30pm by 28 Apr  SmartSkills Hospitality Training

School based Y outh Nurse — Monique Anderson. A

Blood Pressure Monitor Card will be provided for 29 Apr Parent-Teacher Evening (4:00pm —

your records. If you wish to participate, please 7:00pm)

report to the School Office on those days and staff 01 May School Cross Country
will escort you to room A7 where the testing will 02 May Newdletter

occur. 06 May Blood Pressure Testing

Monique Anderson — School Based Youth Health Nurse
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Today students have been issued with their Term 1 Student
Progress Report. The purpose of thisreport isto provide
information to parents and students about their progressin
subjects to date. Theinformation presented by teachersis
based on the performance of each student in Term 1 in each of
their subjects. It is based on four areas: Achievement, Effort,
Behaviour and Homework. The Achievement rating is based
on astudent’ s genera progress and may not be based on
actual student assessment.

Thereport a so indicates whether the teacher of the subject
believes that thereis sufficient concern with the student’s
progress to warrant a parent interview at the forthcoming
Parent-Teacher Evening. If the teacher does not indicate there
isaneed for aninterview, it Smply means that the student is
making satisfactory progress.

Of coursg, all parents are able to request interviews with
teachers. Our school encourages active teacher/parent
communication. Please take the time to peruse the information
on Parent-Teacher Interviews later in this newdl etter.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Year 12 student and Senior Leader, Jessicahas excelled in the
recent representative softball trials. Jessica participated
successfully in the district softball trials gaining selection in
the Bundaberg sde to contest the Wide Bay trials. She again
successfully competed in these trials and won selection in the
Wide Bay side to contest the Queendland tridls. Ina‘family
coup’, Jessica's sister Sarah (Y ear 10) was al so successful in
gaining selection in the Wide Bay side.
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The Queendland trials were held over four days recently at
Miami on the Gold Coast. Further strong performances from
Jessica saw her selection in the Queensland Secondary School
Softball Talent Squad. This team effectively servesas a
‘shadow team’ of reservesto the Queendand sideand isa
very significant sporting achievement for Jessicawhich is
very well deserved. Congratulations!

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Isis High student Jacob was victorious when he attended the
National Karate Titles held recently in Melbourne. Jacob
along with some past Isis High students represented the
Childers Karate Club at the titles. Jacab is hoping to be named
in the Australian team to compete at the World titlesin Tokyo
later this year. It was a particularly successful event for the
Childers Karate Club with Jacob winning the Under 16
National Karatetitle.
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Jacob in action on theright
Congratulationsto Jacob for agreat win.
Trevor French — Principal

The school’ s tel ephone system now includes a mailbox system
for thereporting of student absences. If your child is absent
you are now able to phone the school at any time and leave a
message by leaving your name and student name, date,
duration and reason for your child's absence. The number to
call is 4192 1260.

Karen Webb — Business Services Manager

(#Names and i mages removed to comply with Information Privacy Legislation)

Year 11 student, Joseph has been selected to participate in a
prestigious digtrict engineering program. The AIEM Talent
Program is an innovative partnership between Bundaberg
district high schools, Wide Bay TAFE (Bundaberg) and a
number of engineering employers. It involves high achieving
students, with a career goal in the engineering industry, being
selected to develop a broad range of experience in engineering
over two years. Joseph will attend TAFE one day a week to
complete his certificate |1 in Engineering and work every
school vacation at a different engineering firm in Bundaberg.
In this way, Joseph will develop a comprehensive range of
knowledge and skillsin the latest engineering initiatives.
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Joseph (Yr 11) in his new AIEM Talent uniform with Bundaberg
AIEM Talent Program Chairman, Graeme Dahl (Bent's
Engineering) and Robyn Ward, Wide Bay TAFE (Bundaberg) AIEM
Talent Coordinator

Joseph was a part of the small group of students who were
proudly presented with their uniforms at a special afternoon
tearecently at Bundaberg TAFE. Congratulationsto Joseph on
this great achievement and good luck for a busy two years of
engineering!

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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The Parent-Teacher Interview evening is scheduled for
Tuesday 29 April from 4:00pm to 7:00pm. Students have
been issued today with letters and booking sheets. It isthe
responsibility of studentsto approach teachersto organise
times suitable for parents and teachers and to record thetime
allocated and the teacher’ s name on the booking sheet. It is
essential that bookings be made to ensure that teachers are
available to speak with you. If you would like to speak with
teachers but cannot attend the evening, please contact the
school and we will organise alternative arrangements.

This Parent-Teacher evening offers the opportunity for parents
to clarify concerns or issues that may have been raised as a
result of the Term 1 Progress Report. It isimportant to
establish positive communication links between parents and
teachers, aswell asallow a “face to be put to aname’ and so
your attendance is encouraged.

Teachersat Isis District State High School 1ook forward to
meeting with you on Tuesday evening 29 April 2008.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Isis High has a proud tradition of honouring those people in
the past who have fought valiantly in warsto protect the
freedom that modern Audtralians enjoy. Thisis done through a
School Anzac Day Ceremony on the day immediately prior to
Anzac Day. Thisyear’s ceremony will be held in the Childers
Community (School) Stadium on Thursday 24 April
commencing at 10:45am. Parents and friends are most
welcome to attend this ceremony, which is expected to
continue for thirty to forty minutes.

Michele Kirkland — Acting Deputy Principal
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Isis High students have recently had input into the Federal
Governments large consultation exercise known asthe
Australia 2020 Summit. The aim of the Australia 2020
Summit isto look at Australia’ s future challenges and find
innovative solutions by harnessing the best ideas across the
nation from Australians with experience, accepted standing,
credibility and authority. While the summit focuses on 1000
Australians participating in the main summit, because the
Australian Government wants to involve the future adults of
2020, they areinterested to hear the ideas of Australian school
children.

Teacher Mrs Ratcliffe recently convened a small group of
Year 11 studentsto canvass ideas around one of the ten focus
areas of the summit. The area addressed by Isis High was
‘Future directions for rural industriesand rural
communities'.

Teacher Mrs Ratcliffe took down the ideas of some Isis High students
(I-r) Luke Nical, Jessica Bates and Hannah Skopp who contributed
ideas to the Federal Government 2020 Summit.

A series of stimulus questions and background information
was provided by the summit organisers which students
responded to. These ideas were then ‘workshopped’ by
participants and then emailed to organisersfor consideration
within the consultations of the major summit. Congratulations
to our students and Mrs Ratcliffe on ensuring our students can
contribute ideas to Australia’ sfuture.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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The schooal, like any other workplace where large numbers of
individual s congregate in a concentrated environment, will
sometimes experience incidences of gossiping which borders
on harassment and bullying. When this happens with students,
and members of school staff are made aware, swift action is
taken in theinterests of all concerned. Late last term there
were a couple of unpleasant issues when students were told
things were being said about them, by other students, and the
student then took action which turned out to be inappropriate.
Thisresulted in the school having to apply the necessary
disciplinary consequences as outlined in the school’ s
Responsible Behaviour Plan for Sudents.

Students need to be reminded that they should not believe
everything that studentstell them, especially rumours that
have come from athird party (other students). In any case,
students should not take ‘mattersinto their own hands' but
rather report their concern to arange of school personnel with
responsibility for such matters. This way the necessary
authorised action can be taken.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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In 2007, whilein Year 11 at IsisHigh, Marnie Edmiston’s
artwork Hollow was the winning exhibit selected from the
Wide Bay Burnett Region for the Creative Generation
Excellence Awards in Visual Art and Design (formerly known
asthe Minister’s Awards for Excellencein Art). Marni€'s
work isnow on display at the Gallery of Modern Art in
Brisbane.

The annual Cresative Generation Excellence Awardsin Visua
Art and Design exhibition recognises and promotes
outstanding achievements by art students from state and non-
state secondary schools throughout Queendland, including
regional and remote communities. A selection of 50 works,
including paintings, scul ptures, works on paper and new
mediaison display. The exhibition isnow open and will
continue until June 15. Thisyear | am the Regional
Coordinator for the Crestive Generation Excellence Awardsin
Visual Art and Design for Wide Bay Burnett.

Liz Clout — Art Coordinator

MISSED EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES- STEPS
Have you ever fdt that you would like a University education but wouldn’t be
accepted? Have you thought of applying but decided that you wouldn't have
the killsto be successful at University even if you were accepted? If so,
STEPS could be for you. STEPSisa program designed to give mature age
applicants (aged over 18 years) the skills and confidence to tackle further
study. There are available placesin the STEPS program beginning 7 July,
2008. Areas of study include basic mathematics, academic writing,
computing, oral presentation skills, time management, stress management and
other tertiary preparation skills. For moreinformation, contact Therese
O'Donnéll, STEPS Adminigtrative Officer on 07 4150 7149.




