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Joshua and Kate in character 
for the Community Launch 

30 July, 2009 
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Semester 1 Reports were distributed last Friday and by now I’m sure parents have taken the time to review 
their child’s report card. These reports are very important school documents as they report on the progress of 
students after half a year of learning. The results usually indicate the amount of effort and commitment of the 
student and the comments from teachers should be carefully read. In conjunction with the distribution of 
these reports the second Parent-Teacher Interview Evening is being conducted at the school between 
4:00pm and 7:00pm on Tuesday 04 August. This is an excellent opportunity for parents to speak directly with 
teachers to clarify concerns and or seek advice about how improvements can be made. Information for 
booking interviews was also issued to students at the same time as they received their reports. If you have 
not received this information please contact the school’s general office, on 4192 1222 where staff can assist 
you with organising interviews. 

Thank you to the wonderful engaging community for supporting the 
community performance of our 2009 Rock Eisteddfod Challenge held at the 
Isis District State High School Community Stadium recently. I would like to 
particularly thank John Nyugen’s supermarket FOODWORKS for their 
extremely generous donation to our Community Launch. FOODWORKS 
donated all the food and drink sold on the evening and this generous 
contribution helped to raise much needed funds to support our Rock 
Eisteddfod team to travel to Brisbane to compete in the challenge. The Rock 
Eisteddfod performance was preceded by some great musical strings and 
brass orchestra performances by Childers and Cordalba State Schools as 
well as our own strings quartet. The musical ability of our primary school 
students is a credit to the Instrumental Music Teachers and will no doubt 
ensure the strengthening of secondary Instrumental Music over time. 
Congratulations to Ms Liz Clout and Mr Michael Leyman and other staff and 
community members for their tireless efforts to bring together this 
magnificent and exciting Rock Eisteddfod Challenge, Oh, the THINKS you 
can THINK!  While the students enjoyed themselves immensely, playing to 

the local audience and there was no doubt that the audience loved it, the magical performance reflected the 
hard work, passion and commitment of a dedicated team of staff who have spent countless hours planning, 
developing and leading this outstanding cultural experience for our students. Good luck for the main event 
being held at the Brisbane Entertainment Centre, Friday 31 July. 

Once again the small but mighty Isis High Parents’ and Citizens’ Association demonstrated their commitment 
and support for our students by initiating and coordinating the annual multicultural car park fundraising 
activity. Last Sunday with the support of about a dozen enthusiastic Year 12 students they once again were 
able to raise much needed funds. The funds will be donated to the Year 12 class of 2009 and be used to 
ensure that the cost to our families to attend the Year 12 Senior Dinner (Formal) is kept to an affordable 
level. I would personally like to acknowledge P& C members Mr Paul Nicol, Mrs Flora Barwick and Mrs Jaki 
Graver for their reliable, ongoing support and commitment to this school community and in particular our 
students. 

Finally, congratulations to Mark (pictured right), a Year 12 Graduate in 
2008, who has been awarded a 2008 Australian Vocational Award. The 
prize recognises high-achieving students who completed their Year 12 
studies in 2008 while undertaking vocational education and training (VET) 
in the school. This is the third Australian Vocational Award, for an Isis High 
student, in the last five years. 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
31 Jul  Rock Eisteddfod Challenge – Brisbane 07 Aug School Track & Field Carnival 
04 Aug Parent-Teacher Interview Evening  12 Aug School Social 
06 Aug School Track & Field Carnival  17 Aug Year 11 Biology Field Trip (17-19) 
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Christopher Wayne after the show meeting some of 
our Year 12 students, Jessica, Ashlee and Emily  

Emily dressed as a Knight 

���
����
���
�����
���
�
�

Student Semester Reports were distributed last Friday to 
inform parents of student progress. The very important 
activity associated with reports is the Parent-Teacher 
Interview Evening this Tuesday evening (04 August) between 
4:00pm and 7:00pm. This is an excellent opportunity for 
parents to speak directly with their son/daughter’s teachers 
and in particular discuss where their child may not be doing as 
well as anticipated. Teachers are only too happy to speak with 
parents about how students in their classes might improve and 
what has to be done to achieve this. Students have been 
reminded several times in the last week of the importance of 
making appointments with teachers. Appointments for 
interviews, can continue to be made as late as this Monday. I 
look forward to seeing parents on Tuesday. 

Andrew Carlile – Acting Deputy Principal 
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As a culminating activity 
for our Term 2 unit on 
Medieval Europe, the Year 
9 History class participated 
in a Medieval Feast to re-
enact a tournament from 
the 1400’s. The day 
centred around King John 
and Queen Annabelle 
(Dhane and Violet) coming 
to visit Lord and Lady 
Howling (Robert and 
Brittney) at Howling Hall 
(the Showgrounds Hall!). 
We commenced the day by 
delivering our oral 
presentations for our 
assignments, then it was 
off to morning tea with 
char grilled corn cobs and 
spinach slices which were 
heated on the open fire 
provided by Mr Cockerton.  
Then it was off to the 
tournament which 
consisted of students 
competing in a sword fighting competition, as well as an 
archery and jousting demonstration. We sat down to the feast 
which consisted of roast meats, vegetables, breads and mulled 
wine (non-alcoholic!). The feast was broken up with a prayer 
to the King’s Health from the Bishop (Samara), joviality from 
the Court Jester (Emily) and Medieval Dancing from the 
Queen (Violet). 

We had a wonderful day and thanks to all the parents who 
went to so much effort in assisting their students with the 
fabulous costumes and props. A special word of thanks to Mr 
Kinna who so aptly delivered the lesson on archery. 

Michele Kirkland – Acting HOD Social Science 
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On Tuesday 21 July, the Isis High School received an RE 
lesson with a difference. For 50 minutes both students and 
staff alike were entertained by visiting celebrity, Christopher 
Wayne. With multiple television appearances under his belt, 
Christopher described himself as a magician, comedian and 
motivational speaker. Although this might appear to be quite 

an extensive portfolio, I am certain all who attended would 
agree with Christopher’s self-styled description.  

Beginning with the bowling ball falling out of his sketch book, 
Christopher went on to combine his vast skill in magic and 
illusion with the message of believing in ones own ability. 
Christopher himself began pursuing his dream of magic and 
illusion from the age of 21, and just like the Motivational 
Media presentation received by students in week one of this 
term, extended the challenge to students to work towards 
those dreams. 

However, this event would not have occurred without the 
organisation of Tanya, our School Chaplain and the 
Chaplaincy Committee. From all who attended, 
congratulations and thanks are extended to the hard work and 
support which our Chaplaincy program provides to our 
students at Isis District State High School. 

Andrew Carlile –Acting Deputy Principal 
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On Thursday 23 July our Year 10 students attended the 
Careers and Employment Expo held at the Bundaberg Civic 
Centre. TAFE, universities and training organisations from 
across Queensland had set up information stalls, ready to 
answer the students’ questions and provide them with 
information. Our students were also able to “try a trade” with 
occupations ranging from hair and beauty to carpentry 
represented. Weighed down by bags full of booklets and 
brochures, the students then divided into two groups to head to 
our next destinations; the Central Queensland University 
(CQU), Bundaberg and Bundaberg TAFE.  

At CQU, the students were introduced to university life by 
taking a tour of the grounds. We divided into large groups and 
were given a tour by some students currently studying at 
CQU. The tour included a visit to the lecture rooms, the 
practice hospital rooms for health professionals and the 
science laboratories for health and science students. 

The TAFE group divided into four smaller groups and 
undertook an orientation of the various workshops and 
facilities at the campus such as the hairdressing studios, the 
auto trades workshops and the hospitality kitchens. 

The Expo and the trip to a tertiary institution gave the students 
an insight on life after school and helped to clarify possible 
career directions for the future. Our students have commented 
that it was very beneficial and they are to be commended on 
the maturity displayed as they progress towards developing 
their Senior Education and Training Plans later this term. 

Michele Kirkland –Acting HOD Social Science 
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On Tuesday 21 July 2009, eight of our student leaders 
attended a Senior Leaders luncheon hosted by Shalom College 
and held at Brothers League Club. Approximately eighty 
student leaders from state and private sector schools across the 
Wide Bay North attended. This was a great opportunity for 
our Isis High student leaders to network with other like 
minded people, discuss topics of interest, reflect on the 
challenges that leadership sometimes provides and just as 
importantly take a quick break from the pressures of study. 
Guest speaker Bernie Kelly, from Australian Youth 
Development Program, provided a stimulating talk that was a 
reflective inspirational look at our young leaders’ potential 
and challenged them to ask themselves whether they are 
maximising their talents and opportunities. School Captains 
Alara and Joseph, School Vice Captains Krystal and Joshua  
and Senior Leaders Jessica, Nikita, Nicole and Luke all 
reported enjoying the function and gaining inspiration from 
the guest speaker and from other students they met. I’m sure 
that our own young leaders also provided inspiration for 
students from the other schools. 

Trevor French – Principal 
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Isis High presented 
their spectacular 
2009 Rock 
Eisteddfod entry Oh, 
the THINKS you 
can THINK! at the 
Childers Community 
Launch on Tuesday 
21 July. Over 400 
parents and other 
supporters were 
treated to an array of 
student talent in the 
form of dazzling 
bright colours, 

spectacular costumes and sets and exceptional choreography. 
The production was performed twice to a truly appreciative 
and excited audience. As with most educational activities in 
this district, it was conducted in conjunction with our primary 
schools. Childers State and Cordalba State Schools were kind 
enough to support the evening with their excellent school 
bands and our own Isis High Strings Quartet delivered a 
flawless performance. It was the Rock Eisteddfod 
performance, however that was the highlight and no one could 
have left the Stadium disappointed.  

All staff and community members are deserving of thanks for 
the co-operation they’ve shown during the Rock Eisteddfod 
preparations. Staff who have been closely involved in all of 
the activities required for the production (such as stage sets, 
props, stage management, costumes, make up, music etc.) 
should be particularly thanked. However, I am sure all would 
agree that a special thank you is owing to Coordinators Ms 
Elizabeth Clout and Mr Michael Leyman, whose efforts have 
been instrumental in this successful presentation. By the time 
this Newsletter is read by parents, students will be in Brisbane 
preparing for their onstage performance. No matter what the 
outcome, all involved have benefited greatly from this 
wonderfully exciting experience.  

Trevor French – Principal 

�
���� �����'�)
����

There will be a Red Day at Tuckshop on Wednesday 12 
August 2009. All sorts of extra yummy food will be on sale – 
lollies, soft drinks and other good stuff that is not normally 
available. Start saving your cents now! 

Jaki Graver – Tuckshop Convenor 
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Last Sunday during the 
Childers Festival of Cultures 
our dedicated and hardworking 
P&C provided parking on the 
oval behind the stadium for 
visitors to this festival.  

Flora Barwick, Paul Nicol and 
Co were assisted in this venture 
by an equally hardworking and committed senior student 
team. Many thanks go to Joshua, Louise, David, Kate, Emily, 
Jade, Jessica, Luke, Tarah, Tegan, Mikaela and Zachary who 
gladly gave of their time.  

The P&C financially support many events within the school 
and will donate a large portion of the takings from this event 
to help finance the Senior Dinner which is coming up in 
November. 

Flora Barwick – P& C Treasurer 
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‘Can you cut it?’ Yes we can!!! Jenna, Toni, and Letitia went 
to Bundaberg TAFE one day a week in Terms 1 and 2 to 
complete the ‘Can you cut it?’ program. They completed 
Certificate I Foundation Skills where they learnt how to 
present themselves in a job interview, write a resume, and 
develop other work related skills. They also did salon time 
(practical hair work) where they learnt how to greet clients in 
a salon, how to professionally wash hair, to style hair and just 
how many cleaning duties there were – the mirrors, brushes, 
combs, product, etc. At the end of this part of the course they 
had a mock interview for a job in a salon; so did they ‘cut’ it? 
Jenna and Toni finished at the top of their groups and now 
they have been invited to start their Certificate II modules in 
hairdressing one day per week in Semester 2. Well done 
girls!! 

Andrew Higgins – Behaviour Management 
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The P&C is phasing black track suit pants into the uniform. 
These quality pants are now available at the Uniform Shop on 
Tuesdays at Recess 1 and they cost $30.00 per pair. They are 
made of the same fabric as the school shorts and are plain 
black and are easy to care for. All students are encouraged to 
wear these during cooler weather. 

Cindy Novak – Uniform Convenor 

Goodwood State School 
Cent Sale 

Saturday 01 August 
Doors open 12 noon for 1:00pm start – Woodgate Community Hall 

Entry $3.00 Adults – $1.00 Children 
Afternoon tea and lucky door prize included in entry price. 

 
Combined Churches Garage Sale 

Uniting Church Property 
Macrossan Street Childers – Contact 4126 1735 

Date -22 August 
Time – 7:00am to 11:00am 

Production Director Liz Clout with 
the full cast of Oh, the THINKS you 

can THINK! 


