28 January, 2009

Welcome to all parents both new and returning. We hope that your association with the school will be positive and
rewarding. 2009 marks a significant milestone for Queensland’s Department of Education, Training and the Arts.
150 years ago Queensland became a separate colony and took on the responsibility for the education of its young
people. There is much to celebrate and our school and our students will have the opportunity to get involved with
events and activities planned across the state.

As this is the first school newsletter of the year, | have decided to mail it home to ensure all parents/guardians
receive one and to remind parents/guardians that the timeline for newsletters is the first Friday of each term and
fortnightly after that. For the remainder of the year, students will receive a copy of the fortnightly school newsletter
on the Friday that the newsletter goes home. Please mark your calendar as the newsletter is a most important
communication between school and parents/guardians. The Student Homework Diary (p23) contains the dates of
the Newsletter issue and Newsletters are also able to be accessed from the school website
(www.isisdistshs.eq.edu.au). Please also read the important notice relating to procedures for students ‘leaving the

school’ during the school day.
X -

2008 was another exceptional and rewarding year for Isis District State High. Our
students achieved regional, state and national recognition in their academic, cultural and
sporting pursuits. Luke, Yr 12 student (pictured) has commenced the 2009 year well,
having been named a recipient of the Bundaberg Regional Council Australia Day Young
Citizen of the Year Award. Congratulations to Luke for an outstanding achievement

In this newsletter you will find the results of tertiary bound students which are once again
very good. Congratulations to Lachlan who received an OP1 and Brendan and Elliot who
both received an OP2. Overall, 78% of our OP eligible students achieved an OP in the
important 1 to 15 range compared with only 72% across the state. This is a very good
result reinforcing the high quality of education provided in the Isis District. Of all our 2008
Year 12 students who applied to commence a tertiary course of study in 2009, all but one
have received offers already with further offers still to be made. Congratulations to these 2008 Year 12 students
and | wish them every success with their studies throughout 2009 and beyond.

While the Education Minister has declared 2009, the Year of ‘Creativity’ for Queensland state schools, literacy
remains a key focus of our Middle Schooling program. For students to succeed at schoal, it is critical that they have
sound literacy skills. All Year 08 students’ literacy age, using primary school data provided by the schools, will be
examined in the first weeks of 2009, by our Learning Enhancement Teachers, to identify students who would
benefit from further support. A program of literacy support is well established at Isis High and parents/carers of
students requiring support will be contacted in the near future.

Our goal this year is to continue our past success. A key ingredient in achieving our goal will be the support of our
parent community. We look forward to continuing our partnerships with you to ensure 2009 is another successful
and rewarding year for all.

One way of contributing to the growth of the school community and student learning is through P&C membership
and participation. The goal of Education Queensland’s ‘Smart Classrooms’ is to ensure that all our students
achieve a high level of Information Communication Technology (ICT) literacy competency so that they are able to
function effectively within our global society as confident, engaged and productive citizens. Through the good work
and support of the P&C, Isis High has a computer ratio of two computers for every five students and this compares
well with the state average. High level computer skills and knowledge through regular access to computer
technology will enhance our students’ competitiveness either when participating in further study or when seeking
employment. The financial support of the Isis District SHS P&C has helped to achieve this outcome.

Finally, | would like to welcome five new teachers to our school. They bring with them a wealth of experience,
knowledge and enthusiasm and this will further enhance an already talented team of people who are committed to
supporting students and moving them forward towards a love of learning. Life long learning will be essential, for our
young, if they wish to participate and share in the wealth of this great nation.

A photograph of new staff is included in this newsletter.

Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

03 Feb  Nominations for BDSSSA Sports 12 Feb  Ah®@chool Swimming Carnival — 6:00pm
05 Feb  Nominations for Swimming Carnival 13 Febeak11 and 12 Home Study
10 Feb P&C Association Meeting — 7:15pm 16 Feb tiNBurnett Summer Sports trials

11 Feb Bundaberg Sport fixtures commence 17 Febhodbteaders Investiture Ceremony — 10:15ar
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The latest students to complete their schoolingiaDistrict
State High, the 2008 Seniors, have achieved atyahigh
standard in both academic and vocational outcoBteslents
were able to achieve strongly in their subjects alad
obtained very strong Overall Position (OP) scorbglvare
used to determine selection to university courses.

School Dux, Lachlan obtained the highest OP Scossiple
of 1. In 2009, Lachlan will be completing a Bachiedbd
Engineering/Bachelor of Science at the University o
Queensland (UQ). Brendan (OP2) will also be stuglyin
Engineering at UQ, while Stephanie (OP3) and Lixe4)
will be studying Pharmacy at UQ. Other very high €Bres
were received by Elliot (OP2) and Marnie, CaitlirdaKurtis
all with OP4.
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Lachlan (OP1) and Stephanie (OP3) both gained emwtiieir first
preference tertiary courses

Of particular note was the large proportion of stud at Isis
obtaining high OP Scores when compared with otter O
eligible students in Queensland. The table belcowstthe
proportion of OP eligible students at Isis Highsought after
ranges compared to other OP eligible students tjiaut
Queensland.

OP Score Range Isis High Queensland
lto5 30 % 18 %
1to 10 48% 44%
1to 15 78 % 72 %

These good OP results meant that of the studentstfie
school who applied to the Queensland Tertiary Adiaiss
Centre (QTAC) to complete a tertiary course, ovE¥7
received their first or second preference. Thesg pesitive
outcomes reflect well on the students’ achievemestsvell
as on the school’s academic standards and teaching.

Apart from the outstanding academic success otsiisd
many senior students attained vocational certificatinder
the nationally recognised Australian Qualifications
Framework to give them a considerable advantageaiimng
future employment. In all, 33 Statements of Attaamty 106
Certificate Level | and 36 Certificate Level Il difi@ations
were issued to students over five industry areatagung
vocational modules. A number of Year 12 studerntsgoing
on to further education, have already obtainedtifué
employment, including a number gaining apprentigestvith
local businesses and with businesses in otherrrabsmeas.

Parents can feel justifiably confident and prouat their local
high school provides a comprehensive student pagpar
through academic, vocational and extra-curricular
opportunities that ensures there are positive paghuo be
pursued at the conclusion of school.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

The Leaders’ Investiture Ceremony is an importahbosl
activity to formally recognise those students &daind
willing to accept leadership roles on behalf of siebool and
the student community. These include School Captinl
Vice Captains, Sports Captains and Vice Captaiesids
Leaders and Student Council representatives. Iiiewdit
provides an opportunity for those senior studesmits) elect to
do so, to affirm their responsibilities as a Yearsiudent.

The 2009 Leaders’ Investiture Ceremony will be agrtdd at
the Childers Community Stadium at the High Schaol o
Tuesday 17 February in the morning. The ceremotly wi
commence at 10:15am and conclude at approximately
11:15am. While parents of students receiving a éaxdg
leadership will receive a written invitation in thear future,
an invitation is extended to all parents and irgie citizens
to attend. The ceremony will be followed by a mogiiea for
guests, parents and student leaders.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

(back I-r ) Andrew Higgins (Behaviour ManagemeAndrew
Lawton (Learning Enhancement Centre), Andrew CH&ogence),
(front I-r) Andrea Blackwood (Learning Enhancem@entre),
Rebecca Nicol (English/SOSE), Joanna Juster (BmM§SSE)

In our first Newsletter for 2009, it is necessdrgttparents
know of several important issues the school wilfdmising
on in order to maximize student safety and learomigomes.
Students will be reminded of these requirementSuesday’'s
School Assembly and we will then do all we cannswee
student compliance. As always there is optimuncéffeness
when parents are seen supporting school strategrésularly
those that enhance the safety and learning outcohues
students. It is anticipated that parents will reiné the
following requirements with their children. The nex
Newsletter will contain a further two items of facu



Leaving school

When buses drop students at school or when students at
school in the morning, students are to remaintaac There
is no provision for students to leave the schotheuit
permission prior to the commencement of instruc(®eriod
1). While it should not normally be necessary, stadent
does need to attend a business in town for sonpopey the
regular school sign-out procedures apply. Simijastydents
who are required to leave school during the dayfor
legitimate purpose should advise the school by efayletter
from their parents/guardians. The school does ca## that
going to town to buy lunch is a legitimate purpasken the
school canteen is open each recess and providitsyhea
nutritious food at competitive prices. Parentsrarainded
that any profits the Parents and Citizens’ Assamiat
generates from the canteen goes to support thbgmeof
extra learning resources for students. Lunch pasgeissued
to students who return to their own homes for luaict are
only issued upon written request from parents/gaasd The
same sign-out procedures apply to students witthlgasses.
Students will only be granted a recess or lunclerades at
Recess One (50 minutes).

It is also critical that
students remain at
school for the whole of
the day. Students who
miss (‘wag’) lessons
face increased
difficulty in engaging

in lessons and are less
likely to make
satisfactory school

Yr 11 studet, Kara models the pro_gre;s. The school
signing out/in procedures with happy Mmaintains a very
Attendance Clerk, Ms Sheryl Nimmo thorough roll checking

procedure for every

class and is well managed by the teacher-aide ddtere
Clerk, Ms Sheryl Nimmo (4192 1252).

Dress Code

The school Parents and
Citizens’ Association
supports students at this
school complying with a #
dress code. They have
determined a
comfortable, smart and
economical uniform for
students that include a
range of options as
students move into the
senior school. In order to
further assist families,
standard school shorts
have been introduced
this year. Again, the
shorts are comfortable
(microfibre), smart and
inexpensive and in future
years, it will be expected
that these shorts should
be the standard uniform.
There are a number of
very good educational and safety reasons for thé P&
Association supporting a student dress code and the
cooperation of parents in ensuring students makeyev
reasonable attempt to meet this requirement isipated and
appreciated.

Yr 11 studet, Danielle models
the Senior Uniform, while Year
09 students, Rachel and Oliver
proudly wear the Isis High
uniform including the new school
shorts.

We are confident that parents will support the stio
maintaining a healthy learning environment wheesslooms
are focused on quality teaching and learning freen f
distraction.

School Administration

P #

Once a year the Queensland Studies Authority caaduc
monitoring of Year 11 assessment work through [Bistr
Panels made up of teachers. In 2009, that dayowifFriday
13 February. As over a dozen Isis High teachersandved,
Year 11 and 12 classes will not operate on thatdaly
students will be afforded the opportunity to stadyome
with parent permission. Further advice will be farded to
parents of Year 11 and 12 students next week.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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For students who travel to school by bus, special
circumstances may arise where a bus company, due to
imminent flooding or notification by the police af extended
road closure following an accident, chooses teecolstudents
early from school and get them safely home betoeyg are
trapped. For example, as has happened in theHasgrd
students may be collected at lunchtime if the se®lcivers
that can cut the Bruce Highway have risen signifilyaduring
the morning.

Following a request from a bus company to collaatients
early, the school will:
Immediately accede to this request, gatheringtadlents
present who travel on that bus;
Mark a roll to identify all students on board,;
Have students with mobile phones contact home;
Identify students who cannot contact their parenéicand
make every effort to contact the parent/carer er th
emergency contact number held on the student's file

Please Note: An emergency evacuation to avoidgiaod
waters must be accomplished quickly. Studentshedird the
bus as quickly as possible. Contact with parerefcar
emergency contact person, by staff, may well ooowe the
bus and its passengers are in transit. It is assiple that,
despite the school’s best efforts, no contact eaméade at all.

In preparation for these unusual circumstancesspléiscuss
any home destination arrangements with your stualeat
contact the school if the school should know altioese or
other arrangements.

Trevor French — Principal
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