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Head of Technology Mr Lindsay talks with Year 10 student 
Brody and his mother at the Subject Selection Evening 

28 August, 2009 
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The school’s annual Subject Selection 
Evening, held on Tuesday 25 August 2009, 
was once again well attended demonstrating 
that many parents in this community have a 
strong interest in education. Parents I spoke 
to certainly were appreciative of the structure 
of the one evening presentation which 
provided information for parents who have 
students entering Year 08, Year 09 and Year 
11 in 2010. Of particular interest again this 
year was information provided to parents of 
students entering Year 11, in 2010, about the 
Queensland Certificate of Education and the 
Senior Education and Training Plan (SETP). 
It is now more important than ever, that 
students selecting a Year 11 program are 
well informed. All current Year 10 students 
and their parents were offered an interview, 
on Thursday 27 August, with a school officer, 
to help with program selection. If you did not 
schedule a meeting with a school 
administrator/officer please contact the school to do so. Thanks to all those students and parents who 
attended the scheduled meetings to help finalise the Senior Education Training Plans for 2010. 

Well done to our athletics team members who participated in the North Burnett Athletics Trials in 
Gayndah last Friday 21 August 2009. They arrived home with a number of age champions again this 
year and with twenty of our students performing well enough to be selected to represent North Burnett 
at the Wide Bay Track and Field Carnival on Friday 11 September 2009 in Maryborough. 

This year, Literacy and Numeracy Week will be celebrated in the week commencing 31 August 2009. 
During this week our Literacy Committee has organised special library displays, activities that promote 
the enjoyment of reading and a Whole School Spelling Bee with trophies for the grand champions in 
each of three divisions. Through these types of activities and competitions the literacy committee would 
like to promote literacy proficiency as a positive and popular attribute that all our students strive for and 
celebrate. 

Over the next three weeks students will be involved in a number of end of term exams and class tests. 
As well, students will also have assignments due throughout this period and it is important that they 
comply with timelines. While teachers will continue to remind students about good study habits and 
assignment deadlines parent/carer support and encouragement, to help keep student/s on task, will be 
beneficial and result in better student learning outcomes. This is a particularly important period for Year 
12 students who will need all the support and encouragement that families can provide. For Year 12 
students, preliminary decisions about each student’s final level of achievement in each subject studied 
will be made at the end of the term. 

Finally this week, congratulations to Year 11 students [Name removed] and Danielle who received outstanding 
news last week with their selection to attend the National Youth Science Forum in Canberra in January 2010. 
An induction program for [Name removed] and Danielle, to prepare them for the forum in Canberra, will occur 
during the spring vacation.  

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
01 Sep Q.C.S. Test - Writing Task/Multiple Choice 10 Sep Wide Bay Track & Field Carnival (10-11) 
02 Sep Q.C.S. Test - Short Response/Multiple Choice 11 Sep Newsletter 
08 Sep Nominations open for Awards Evening prizes 11 Sep Maryborough Technology Challenge (12-13) 
08 Sep Isis High P&C Association Meeting – 7:15pm 14 Sep Australian Business Week commences 
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Last week twenty one Year 11 Biology students travelled to 
North Stradbroke Island for a three day Field Trip. Students 
stayed for two nights at the University of Queensland’s 
Moreton Bay Research Station and researched several local 
ecosystems. The camp was a very successful learning 
experience with students gaining significant knowledge of 
biological systems, as well as developing skills in biological 
research techniques and teamwork. 

On the first day students investigated 18 mile Swamp and 
Brown Lake, identifying plants and animals and taking water 
samples. Later that evening, students determined oxygen, 
chloride, phosphate and nitrate levels of their samples and 
worked well into the evening.  

The second day was a long day starting at 6:30am. After a big 
breakfast of bacon and eggs, toast and cereal students visited 
and undertook investigations at Myora Springs mangroves and 
the rock pools at Point Lookout. After lunch a 100 metre 
transect/quadrat sampling of Point Lookout sand dunes was 
undertaken in very windy conditions. On return to the 
Research Station students continued with their work until 
10:30pm! Definitely NOT a holiday, but a lot of learning and 

fun was had by all! 

Students particularly 
enjoyed the food – and 
there was plenty of it! 
Huge breakfasts, morning 
teas, lunches, afternoon 
teas, 2 course dinners and 
supper saw even the 
biggest eaters filled to the 
brim. We returned home 
on the Wednesday with 
21 very tired but happy 
students. 

Andrew Davey – Head of Science 
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Emma Oliver recently gained second place for her violin solo 
in the string section of the Maryborough Eisteddfod. 

The competition was intense with many high quality 
performances but Emma was awarded only half a point lower 
than the section winner. 

Congratulations to Emma on this outstanding achievement. 

Kerryn Haaksma – Strings Teacher 
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Just over half our Year 12 students recently completed a 
practice ‘Queensland Core Skills (QCS)’ test as part of the 
school’s preparation of students for this important test. This 
state-wide test is used in the scaling process during calculation 
of Overall Position (OP) scores.  

Students have now completed a comprehensive preparation 
process under the coordination of Mr Carlile and Mr Davey to 
ensure their performance on the test will be as good as it can 
be. Year 12 students sitting the test will complete it on 
Tuesday 01 and Wednesday 02 September. Good luck to all 
students sitting the test, for a positive outcome. 

Andrew Carlile – QCS Test Coordinator 
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On Tuesday 11 August three of our students travelled to 
Bundaberg to participate in the Rotary (General Knowledge) 
Quiz organised by East Bundaberg Rotary.  

Our team consisting of  Sandra, Luke (Yr 12) and Mitchell  
(Yr 11) competed against six teams from other Bundaberg 
secondary schools through six rounds of questions. They 
unfortunately were defeated by two other teams, with there 
being only one point difference between first place and their 
placement of third.  

Two individual rounds were also conducted which included 
all school participants. In this event, Sandra beat all 
challengers to be placed first overall with a total of 15 out of 
20 correct. Congratulations to Sandra on a very good 
achievement for which she was awarded a $200 prize. 

Gloria Davey – Acting Head of English 
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Isis High students maintained their strong involvement in a 
recent international science competition conducted by the 
University of New South Wales International Competitions 
and Assessments for Schools. 

The competition is conducted by the University of New South 
Wales across Australia and in 12 other countries with over 1.5 
million students worldwide competing. There were twenty one 
students from Isis High participating and they achieved 
significant results with seven students being in the top 10 
percent of the state for their respective year level.  

Special congratulations go to Year 09 student Cameron who 
was awarded a High Distinction for his results, for the second 
year in a row. This places Cameron in the top 1% of 
Queensland students in his year level, which is an outstanding 
achievement.  

 

MUD, MUD, glorious MUD – students at Myora 
Springs Mangroves get ‘stuck in’ to their work. 

Back in the lab, Bradley  and 
Travis  review their data. 

Head of Science, Mr Davey presents Cameron with his 
prestigious Certificate  
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Certificates of Distinction were achieved by: 
Year 12: Luke and Hannah  
Year 11: Danielle  
Year 10: Jye, Christopher and Tom  

Certificates of Credit were achieved by: 
Year 12: Storme  
Year 11: Bradley and Rachael  
Year 10: Adrian , Mark, Shannon and Joshua  

Congratulations to all students who participated. You should 
be proud of your achievement. 

Andrew Davey – Head of Science 
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The Community 
Solutions organisation 
coordinated district 
youth in a number of 
activities at the recent 
Wide Bay International 
Air Show in 
Bundaberg. 
Community Solutions 
is a youth support 
agency that attempts to 
provide innovative and 
effective strategies for 
young people and they 
visit Isis High one day 
per week. Year 12 
student, Sandra has an 

ambition to work in the aviation industry and she was heavily 
involved in assisting Community Solutions in a number of 
activities and awards.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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In 2010, the Australian Defence Force will offer up to 1500 
scholarships to Year 11 and 12 students through their Defence 
Technical Scholarships (DTS). The scholarships reward 
technically-savvy students for staying on at school and 
provide financial support while they complete their studies. 

Students will need to express an interest in pursuing a 
technical trade career with the Defence Force as part of the 
selection process, although there is no obligation to join the 
Navy, Army or Air Force after finishing school.  

Student applications and eligibility requirements for the 2010 
Defence Technical Scholarships close Friday 25 September.  

More information, including application forms and eligibility 
criteria, is available on the Defence Jobs website at 
www.defencejobs.gov.au/dts or by phoning 1300 880 818. 

Trevor French – Principal 
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The school runs a clothing pool to support out of uniform 
students. At times this pool dwindles in quantity, so parents 
are asked to consider contributing any surplus or outgrown 
uniforms. Other requested items are black shorts and black 
jackets. If you are able to assist by contributing, could you 
please either drop these at the school office or the attendance 
office. 

Karen Webb – Business Services Manager 
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Next week is Literacy and Numeracy Week. To celebrate, we 
are conducting a Whole School Spelling Bee. Winners in each 
of the three levels of competition will receive a $50 voucher 
from Dymocks with the level 1 winner – our Champion of 
Champions – receiving a $100 Dymock’s voucher. All 
winners will also receive an individual trophy. The Isis High 
Literacy Shield will be presented to our champion speller. 
Both shield and trophies have been kindly donated by 
Vintner’s Secret Vineyard. The finale to our Spelling Bee will 
be the great spell off with Mr Jones, (representing the staff) 
against the Champion of Champions at parade the following 
Tuesday. An event not to be missed! 

Other interesting and exciting activities to promote the 
importance of literacy and numeracy in our lives include a 
library display, Ten Best Books to Read as Teens, a Guess My 
Favourite Book Competition (Can students really predict what 
staff like to read?), My Favourite Book survey and display.  

Did you know the most popular girl’s name at Isis High is 
Emily and most popular boy’s name is Dylan? The most 
common initial is JH. The most popular first letter of a first 
name is J (69 students). The longer the name, the more likely 
it is to be a girl however, the longest name in the student 
population at Isis is Christopher, of whom we have two. The 
average name length for both girls and boys is six letters. If 
you would like to know more fascinating statistics about our 
names then check out the poster in the library next week. 

It’s set to be a terrific, memorable week! 

Debi Stone – Head of Learning Enhancement 
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Becky Spruce from Community 
Solutions presents Sandra with a 

Certificate of Appreciation 

 


