27 March, 2009

Last year about this time, | travelled to Brisbane to attend the prestigious TJ Ryan Memorial Medal —
Finding Future Leaders presentation where then Minister for Education, Training and the Arts Rod
Welford, presented awards and scholarships to ten graduates. You may recall that Mikaela, 2007
School Captain, was one of the ten students from across the state to receive one of these valuable
scholarships. | might also add that this was the third time that a student from Isis High had won such a
prestigious award in the previous five years.

Just when we thought we had hit a dry spell along comes another
outstanding achievement. Last week we received information that
P Year 12 student, Luke (pictured left) has been selected as an
’ iy Australian ambassador to attend the Canadian Wide Science Fair
Wil ‘ (CWSF) in Manitoba, Canada to be held in May of this year.
. e Towards the end of last year Luke was selected to attend the
;k - - ’) National Science Youth Forum in Canberra in January 2009. It is
: ) : now obvious that Luke performed very well at the forum. His
excellent knowledge and interest in science, strong leadership and
public speaking ability together with other desirable qualities has
ensured his selection, along with three others from a field of 200
b, 4 young people who attended the forum from across Australia. This is
' a very commendable achievement by Luke, and another excellent
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outcome for Isis High which the whole school community, | know,
would be extremely proud of.

While in Brisbane recently, | took the opportunity to
attend the opening night of the 2009 Creative
Generation Exhibition, held in the Gallery of Modern
Art at Southbank, Brisbane. The exhibition
recognises outstanding achievements of senior visual
arts students and Marnie’s winning art piece, from
2008, is proudly on display along with other art pieces
by a select group of exceptional young artists. The
exhibition will be on display from 13 March to 17 May
2009. A fine effort indeed.

Congratulations also to students who participated in
the North Burnett Winter Trials held at our school last
week. There were some great individual and team

. . Marnie (centre) with parents Bob & Sandra Edmiston
performances with many of our students selected in and Principal Trevor French at the recent openirighe

the 2009 North Burnett representative team to 2009 Creative Generation exhibition in Brisbane
compete in the Wide Bay Trials.

With the progress for the school’s 2009 Rock Eisteddfod very much underway, Term Two will be a busy
time for both staff and students as the intense work of putting together a cultural production of this size
continues. Your continuing support and encouragement, ensuring that your child attends each
scheduled practice session and is punctual, is very much valued and appreciated. I'm sure that all the
hard work and commitment by staff, students and parents will be worth the effort when our students are
on stage at the Brisbane Entertainment Centre in front of a huge lively audience, early in Term Three.

Kind Regards,
Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

02 Apr Wide Bay Winter Sports Trials 20 Apr Stotleree Day
07 Apr P&C Association Meeting (7.15pm) 21 Apr dtischool day for Term Two
09 Apr Newsletter and last day of Term One 24 Apchool Anzac Day Service

10 Apt Easter Vacatic 24 Arr Interim Reports issut
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In recent years, all Queensland high schools hadespecific
Year 12 student achievement data, relating to teeiqus
year, released to the media. This will occur indbming
weeks and it is likely that newspapers @gurier Mail, News
Mail) will publish a range of stories around this data.

The data, compiled by the Queensland Studies Aiytamd
presented alphabetically by school, includes infgiam such
as the percentage of Year 12 students receivitigrieoffers,
the number of students completing or continuingstiased
apprenticeships or traineeships, the percentageidénts
with an OP 1-15 and the number of vocational guzalifons
awarded. The Year 12 graduate profile is not aueagble —
it does not rank schools.

The Isis High data paints a very strong pictura ethool
achieving strong outcomes for our young people and
providing excellent pathways for students’ fututdewever,
parents should be aware that this data only tekspart of the
story as to what makes a good school. Some of the
information to be released relating to the 2008rYli€a
students is provided below:

Number of Senior Statements awarded (ie 2008 Y2sr 1| 64

Number of students awarded a Queensland Certifafate| 46
Education (QCE)

Number of students awarded one or more VET* 52
qualifications

Percentage of OP-eligible students with an OP 1-15 78%

Percentage of Year 12 students who were awardedrone 92%
more of the following: a QCE, a VET qualification o
completing a school-based traineeship/apprentipeshi

Percentage of QTAC applicants receiving an offer %95

* VET — Vocational Education and Training

This set of data demonstrates our school’s stramghasis on
providing multiple pathways for students. Many af o
students are able to gain vocational qualificati@286)
giving them a competitive edge in gaining employtr@n
further training. The strong academic performancéne OP
1-15 range (78%) exceeds the benchmark target uédfidn
Queensland (60%) and is higher than the QueenalaTdge.
As a result, there is an excellent opportunitystardents who
wish to complete a tertiary course at a univerSiith 95% of
students receiving an offer and some three-quanfatese
obtaining their first or second preference, itlisious that our
students have done extremely well.

When the data is published the Isis District Highmmunity
will see that quality student outcomes continubdalelivered
for all students at this school. If you have angsjions about
our school’s data you should contact me.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

The Director General (Department of Education, firgj and
the Arts) Rachel Hunter opened the Queensland Gowert -
Creative Generatiomrt exhibition at the Gallery of Modern
Art (GOMA) at Southbank, Brisbane. Our 2008 Year 12
graduate, Marnie's artwork Subtle Contradictioforms a
part of the exhibition. The exhibition will be opmthe
public at GOMA until 17 May. The Wide Bay regior2409
exhibition is scheduled this year for Hervey Baying

September.
Liz Clout — Visual Arts

Year 9 History students recently participated iregaursion
to the State Library of Queensland. The students we
accompanied by Ms Kirkland, Miss Zaina (our prevser
teacher from CQU) and Mr Mike Cook, our driver.

To complement our history studies on Ancient China,
visited Chinatown, in Fortitude Valley, to examihe
experiences of the Chinese immigrants in Brisbanktiaeir
legacies. For morning tea, we dined at a Yum Chiaueant,
which literally means "drinking tea Students were required
to practise their skill of using chopsticks (eveough Joseph
was spotted “stabbing” his food), select from déskech as
chicken feet and dumplings and drink traditionainése
green tea.
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Following this cultural experience (and many studavith
food down their front!), we piled onto the bus drethded
across town to the State Library of Queenslandattbank.
Students were taken into a training roquist(ired abovgand
shown advanced research skills such as using d&sba
catalogues, e-books and online journals to comphétheir
current research assignment on an ancient cividisat
Students were also taken on a tour of the librad/shown
how to catalogue and display historical artefatte state
librarians then gave each student membership dititeey
and showed how students can access research rEsistng
the latest technology.

Year 9 History students enjoying China Town inail(l-r) Violet,
Sian, Emily, Alanna, Dhane, Lukeame removed]Joseph, Brittney,
Robert, Alexandria, Aleisha, Natasha, Mitchell, riDonna-Jo,
Samara and Naomi

Many thanks must go to Mr Mike Cook for providing with
the transport for the day and congratulations ¢ostiadents on
their excellent behaviour.

Michele Kirkland — Acting HOD Social Science
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Last Thursday a group of 84 Year 8 students headedto
Riverside Retreat between Bundaberg and Childers to
participate in our Year 8 Focus Day.

Students arrived
wearing old clothes and
joggers mindful not to
split their pants whilst
participating in
enjoyable team
building activities!
Upon our arrival, we
quickly split into three
groups and began our
tasks which consisted
of the canoeing ladder
race, teams’ obstacle
course challenge and problem solving activity. Turewas
not even tempered even when it rained throughowst ofdhe
day. Teachers were pleased to see many studerksgor
together in a problem solving capacity even thaugimy
students had not known each others name at the
commencement of the day.

™

Student Jee on the challengin
obstacle course

Year 8 students enjoying Focus Day activities vikwehelle,
Kayla, Andrew, Khodi and [name removed]

Many thanks go to Tanya (School Chaplain), Mr Hagen

(Year 8 Coordinator), Mr Leyman and Mr Lawton (teais),
Mrs Butler, Mrs Arnold and Mrs Gidding (teacher esl for

accompanying us on the day. | also want to contgtatand
thank Year 8 students for excellent manners and\bebr.

Michele Kirkland —HOD Middle School (Acting)
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Year 11 Art students recently travelled on an esiourto the
Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA) at Southbank, Brisbaioe
view the contemporary art exhibiti@ptimism The students
were exposed to numerous Australian artists arsdstimuld
inspire students to produce creative and intergstitwork
back at school.

Liz Clout — Visual Arts
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Students have almost finished the first term’s warlke
currently finalising assessments and no doubt tapkorward
to the Autumn vacation. Interim Reports, descritshglent
performance during Term One, are presently beingpded
and will be distributed on the first Friday of Tefiwo (24
April ). A Parent-Teacher Interview Evening will be held
between 4.00pm and 7.00pm on Tuesday 05 May.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

The Autumn vacation commences on Good Friday 10.Apr
Parents should be aware that instruction in clasgebe
continuing up to and including Thursday 09 Apritiahis the
school's expectation that students should be é@m@#nce up
until the Thursday. The Queensland Government'syHvYay
Counts policy makes it clear that every day of sthassed
by students make it more difficult to maintain ggadgress.

Monday, 20 April is a Student-Free Day when staffjo
report to school. Teachers will be involved in wairtkps and
meetings throughout the day as well as activigtsted to
information and communication technology.

The first day of Term Two for students will be Tueslay 21
April when all students should be in attendance aschool.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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The Isis District SHS P&C Association is currerdlyanging
a ‘Trivia Night' to be held on 13 June 2009. It slibbe a
great evening with deluxe finger food, a licensaddnd
plenty of enjoyment and fun. Please think aboutirggpt
together a team as your support is much needece Mor
information will be provided in future newsletters.

If you are keen to help in any way, your assistamaeld be
greatly appreciated. Please contact Flora BarwicRawol
Corney on 4129 1222.

Flora Barwick — P&C Treasurer
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A group of twenty senior
students spent one whole
week recently learning the
art of espresso coffee making
conducted by SmartSkills
training group from
Brisbane. All students
successfully completed units
of learning which contribute
to their hospitality
qualification.

In addition, the school
enjoyed cappuccinos and
lattes during recesses as
students demonstrated their
new skills learnt. These 'real-life’ learning aitiés form an
important part of the senior curriculum at Isis klig

Fay Harvey — Acting Deputy Principal

Year 11 studer Dean and Lee

practise the art and skill of
espresso coffee-making at the

recent SmartSkills training
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