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As we settle into the final term for 2009, it’s time to celebrate the achievements of many of our students. 
Next Tuesday 27 October, academic, cultural and sporting successes will be recognised at our Awards 
Day and Awards Night ceremonies. The importance of these two events is two fold. 

Firstly, it is recognition of individuals, groups or teams within our school community for their outstanding 
efforts. It is during such occasions that the contribution made by staff, parents and community partners 
to the development of our young people is also acknowledged. One of the unique characteristics of Isis 
High is its engaged community. I don’t know of any other secondary school that can boast about the 
huge support provided by individuals, community groups, business and industry. This support includes 
helping in the school tuckshop, mentoring, teaching reading, providing work experience for our 
students, cash donations, fundraising and the list goes on.  

Secondly, it reminds us all of the tradition of excellence long established at this school. This year adds 
yet another chapter to the history of Isis District State High School and does so in the best possible way 
with so many achievements to celebrate and acknowledgments to be made. The 2010 School Captains 
and Vice Captains, as per tradition, will be announced on Awards Night and this announcement is 
always an exciting one. I would encourage all parents and friends of the school to attend these 
important celebratory ceremonies. 

Semester 2 Merit Level Certificates will be presented to some students at a special morning tea next 
Friday morning, 30 October. Students who achieved Merit Level Certificate status in both Semester 1 
and Semester 2 will receive their certificate on Awards Day. 

Another very important day on our calendar is World Teachers’ Day. Celebrated in over 100 countries 
World Teachers’ Day acknowledges the efforts of teachers in an increasingly complex, multicultural 
technological society. It is a day during which students, parents and community members can 
demonstrate their appreciation of the contributions that teachers have made to their community. Next 
Friday, 30 October, Year 12 students will hold a morning tea for teachers at Isis High to celebrate World 
Teachers’ Day 2009. School Captains Joseph and Alara and Vice Captains Joshua and Krystal will 
acknowledge the important work of teachers and present each teacher with a certificate of appreciation. 
This will end an exciting week of celebrations for our students, staff and the school community at large. 

Congratulations to Year 9 students Alanna, Sian and 
Emily and Year 8 students Billie-Lee, Kristie and [Name 
removed] (pictured right) who represented Wide Bay at 
the State finals of the Opti-Minds competition at the 
University of Queensland recently. They competed 
against students from eleven districts across 
Queensland and in front of an audience of 300 
supporters and guests. While our team didn’t bring 
home the trophy, on this occasion, it has been a 
wonderful experience and their performance has been 
admirable.  

Finally, with only four weeks remaining for our Year 12 
students, it is important that they remain on task until the very end of their studies. It is certainly not too 
late to improve on a level of achievement and or complete a competency resulting in the awarding of a 
Vocational Qualification. One of the best ways Year 12 students can achieve this is to continue to 
attend school regularly (every day counts) and to work with their teachers who are keen to assist them 
to achieve the very best they can.  
 
Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
27 Oct Awards Day & Evening Ceremonies  06 Nov Newsletter 
30 Oct World Teachers’ Day    10 Nov P&C Assoc. Meeting (7:15pm) 
02 Nov Close of nominations for 2010 Senior Leader and House Captains   



(#Names and images removed to comply with Information Privacy Legislation) 

�����
�	
��
��
�����
������
����������������
�����
����

As part of the Bundaberg Regional Arts Festival Crush our 
Year 10 and 11 Art students took part in an outdoor sculpture 
workshop with Toowoomba artist Andrew MacDonald.  Local 
artist Jenny Gilbertson also attended to assist students creating 
artwork from recycled materials.  The work will be displayed 
in conjunction with Poetry in the Paddock at the finale of the 
Crush Festival.  This will be held at Vintner’s Secret Vineyard 
on Saturday 31 October from 3:00pm-6:00pm. Selected works 
will also be included in the Flying Arts exhibition at the 
Hervey Bay Regional Gallery 13 November to 05 December, 
2009. Congratulations to those students who participated. 

Liz Clout – Art Teacher 
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Last term, 25 of our most dedicated students sat the annual 
Australian Mathematics Competition. The results of this 
competition have now been returned and once again our 
students can report an impressive performance. With all 
participants receiving acknowledgement for their efforts, the 
following students deserve particular mention for their 
achievement:  

Year 9 Distinction:  Mitchell  

Year 10 Distinction:  Jaak  

Year 11 High Distinction:  Bradley  

Year 11 Distinction:  Korey  

Year 12 Distinction:  Hannah  

Furthermore, 12 Certificates of Credit were awarded. Students 
not receiving a Distinction or Credit will receive a Certificate 
of Participation in recognition of their commitment to the 
spirit of the competition. Well done to all students who were 
involved. 

Andrew Carlile – Head of Department (Mathematics) 
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The Community Literacy Program for Students (CLiPS) is a 
very important school program supporting student literacy 
development. The program occurs each Thursday morning. 
We ask that parents of CLiPS students talk with their children 
about the importance of this program which is individually 
tailored to their needs. If your student is going to be absent on 
a Thursday would parents please ring the school and leave a 

message for the CLiPS Coordinator so that the volunteer 
tutors are not inconvenienced.  

Meredith Murray – Teacher 
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The ‘Biggenden Links’ program was conducted this week for 
Year 10 students, from Biggenden State School, who will be 
completing Year 11 and 12 at Isis District State High School 
in the coming years. It is a transition program that involves the 
Biggenden students attending our school for two days 
obtaining information on the school and participating in 
classes. They are able to familiarise themselves with the 
school environment and some of the basic school procedures, 
as well as meeting other students who will be their classmates 
in the new year.  

 
Our Biggenden visitors included (back l-r) Michelle, Shannon (front 

l-r) Lauren, Alexander, Keely  Absent: Shaun  

The Biggenden students appear a very sensible, co-operative 
group of young people and we look forward to them attending 
Isis High in 2010. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Isis District State High School currently has recess breaks of a 
50 minute and 30 minute duration. The school, in 
collaboration with neighbouring primary school communities, 
is considering reducing these break times to 45 minutes and 
20 minutes. This would also mean that the school day would 
finish at 2:50pm. This proposal could have several advantages 
including: 

·  less time for students in outdoor weather extremes, 
particularly the hot summer months; 

·  less opportunity for students to engage in inappropriate 
behaviour that sometimes occurs towards the end of 
breaks after students have eaten, regained their energy 
and are interacting with peers eg. harassing others; 

·  a higher quality, more focussed instruction time in lessons 
following well measured recess breaks; 

·  an opportunity to get students home a little earlier, 
assisting parents to meet after school requirements such 
as medical and business appointments or sporting events 
and commitments (particularly if they are in Bundaberg 
or Maryborough) resulting in fewer requests to leave 
school early; 

·  improved opportunities for an increasing number of 
students to meet their after school work commitments that 
have become such an accepted part of modern life; 

School staff and the Parents and Citizens Association are 
supportive of these proposed new arrangements, however if 
parents have concerns they should contact me. If approved it 

Students involved in the sculpture workshop included 
(standing l-r) Rebecca, Mitchell, Korey, Katelyn, Sarah 

(seated) Rose-Mary, Zoe, Kalinda and Andrew 
MacDonald (artist) 
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is likely that these arrangements would be ‘trialled’ later this 
term for full implementation in 2010.  

Trevor French – Principal 
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Last Wednesday evening a number of Isis District State High 
School students, parents/guardians and staff attended the 
annual Bundaberg and District schools’ art exhibition 
‘Emerge’.  

This year both junior and senior artworks from our school 

were selected for exhibition and our work compared 
extremely well with other schools. The exhibition will 
continue at the Bundaberg Regional Art Gallery (corner 
Barolin and Quay Street) until 29 November. 

Liz Clout – Art Teacher 
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The annual presentation of awards for student achievement 
throughout the year will occur on Tuesday 27 October. There 
will be two ceremonies conducted on this day at the Childers 
Community Stadium in the school grounds. 

A morning Presentation Ceremony will commence at 10:00am 
and will acknowledge students receiving awards for 
meritorious behaviour throughout the year, as well as Sports 
Merit Awards and Bronze Awards for sporting achievement. 
In addition, House Trophies from throughout the year will be 
presented to the captains of the winning house. 

The evening Awards Ceremony will commence at 7:00pm and 
recognise achievement in academic, sporting, service and 
cultural fields, as well as Special Awards. The ceremony will 
also feature the naming of the School Captains and Vice-
Captains for 2010. 

Parents and friends are invited to attend these most enjoyable 
functions where we recognise and celebrate student 
achievement.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Students who have consistently demonstrated a positive 
approach to school are awarded a Merit Certificate. Students 
who obtain a Merit Certificate in Semester 1 and Semester 2 
are awarded a ‘Certificate of Recognition’ which they will 
receive at the Presentation Ceremony this coming Tuesday 
morning. Students who have been judged as being worthy of a 
Semester 2 Merit Certificate will receive it at a Morning Tea 
with staff next Friday. These students include: - 

Year 12 - Trent, Joshua, Daniel, Jordan  

Year 11 - Samantha, Joshua, Shaedelle  

Year 10 – Judd, Ebbony, Jedd, Madison, Jackson  

Year 9 - Warrick, Cameron, Samantha, Makenzie  

Year 8 - Jeordy, Emily, Jamin, Samantha, Emma  

Students who are acknowledged in this way have contributed 
to their own learning and promoted the good image of the 
school through their committed work ethic and cooperative 
behaviour and deserve the congratulations of our school 
community.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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All state schools are required to have a ‘Responsible 
Behaviour Plan’ for Students that: 
·  is consistent with the state Government’s ‘Code of School 

Conduct’ policy; 
·  describes how the school will encourage and support 

appropriate student behaviour that provides for a safe and 
supportive environment; and 

·  lists a range of consequences for inappropriate student 
behaviour that is fair and ensures student learning occurs. 

The current school ‘Responsible Behaviour Plan’ for Students 
has been in place for three years and therefore the school 
community is currently reviewing its implementation with a 
view to ensure it remains effective and relevant. Copies of the 
current Plan are also able to be collected at the School Office. 
Parents/ Carers are invited to make submissions or 
suggestions for change to this Plan by contacting me. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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The school runs a clothing pool to support out of uniform 
students. At times this pool dwindles in quantity, so parents 
are asked to consider contributing any surplus or outgrown 
uniforms. Other requested items are black shorts and black 
jackets. If you are able to assist by contributing, you could 
either drop these at the school office or the attendance office. 

Karen Webb – Business Services Manager 
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Year 11 student Rebecca with her artwork at the ‘Emerge’ 
exhibition 


