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The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for Year 9 students occurred 
last week. The literacy tests focused on areas of reading, writing, spelling, punctuation and grammar while 
the numeracy test covered measurement, chance and data, space, working mathematically, algebra function 
and pattern. Congratulations to Ms Kirkland (HOD SOSE and Middle Schooling) who took a leading role in 
preparing our students for the 2009 tests and the coordination of these tests over the scheduled days. 
Students commenced each test day with an exercise routine under the instruction of Science and Physical 
Education teacher, Mr Tsakisiris. Following the exercise routine the Chaplaincy Committee coordinated by 
school chaplain, Ms Tanya McKee, provided students with a pancake breakfast which I’m sure, combined 
with the exercise, helped each student to perform at their best. Results from the tests will be provided to the 
school and parents later in the year. 

Over the last few weeks I have met with many of our Year 
12 students on an individual basis to discuss their Term 1 
progress report and to assess whether they are on track to 
achieve a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) by 
the end of the Year 12 year. It is important that our Year 
12 students remain focused, understand what the 
progress report is telling them about where they are in 
terms of the QCE and whether or not more effort is 
required to achieve it. It is of critical importance that 
students work closely with their teachers, submit draft 
assignments to take advantage of teacher feedback and 
ensure that due dates are adhered to. The remainder of 
Semester 1 along with the first half of Semester 2 is an 
important time for all of our Year 12’s. I strongly 
encourage all parents to ensure that your Year 12 student 
is allocating sufficient time to his/her studies and that part-
time work and/or leisure activities are not dominating their 
time at this critical phase of their schooling. 

This year, State Education Week will be held from Monday 01 to Friday 05 June with celebrations being held 
in schools across Queensland. These celebrations provide opportunities for communities to recognise the 
talents and achievements of their students and acknowledge the important work of teachers. While schools 
across the state will host a broad range of events to showcase the achievements of state schools, at Isis 
High we will hold a Quality Gallery on Thursday 04 June. The Quality Gallery is a tradition at Isis High with 
student work displays, subject area interactive stalls, a free sausage sizzle and presented in a carnival like 
atmosphere. Our celebration is open to the community and parents and other school community supporters 
are encouraged to attend. This is an opportunity for our community to recognise the amazing talents of our 
students and the very important work of teachers. 

‘Chappy Week’ celebrated each year at this time, in over 600 school communities, aims to increase 
awareness and showcase the value of chaplaincy programs in schools. I would like to acknowledge and 
congratulate our Chaplain, Ms Tanya McKee, and the wonderful supportive people who make up our 
Chaplaincy Committee. From the modeling of good community values to the provision of Pastoral Care, 
weekly Breakfast Club, NAPLAN breakfasts, organizing blood donations to name a few, the work chaplaincy 
does in supporting the young people in our school is enormous and it is certainly very much appreciated by 
students and staff. 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
27 May School Social      03 Jun B’berg Winter Sports begin 
28 May Show Holiday      04 Jun  Quality Gallery (11:00am) 
01 Jun State Education Week     05 Jun Newsletter 
02 Jun Wide Bay Cross Country     09 Jun P&C Meeting (7:15pm) 

Mr French discusses progress with Year 12 
student David 
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Education Week will be celebrated in the week 01 to 05 June 
and Isis District State High School will again be celebrating 
the week with a Quality Gallery. Parents and friends are 
invited to attend the annual Quality Gallery. 

Date: Thursday 04 June Time: 11:00am till 12:30pm 

The Quality Gallery is a showcase of student achievement and 
school curriculum activities in a carnival atmosphere. Subject 
Areas and Key Learning Areas are provided with the 
opportunity to celebrate the achievements of students judged 
to have achieved to the very best of their ability. It is not a 
celebration of outstanding achievement but rather a 
celebration of individual success. 

Held during an extended lunch break, students and guests will 
be able to view selected student works and participate in 
organised activities that focus around a ‘heritage theme’ as we 
acknowledge Queensland’s 150th birthday celebration. 

Allan Kinna – Deputy Principal 
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On Monday 11 May, Senior 
Accounting students and 
some Junior Business 
students attended an 
Accounting Careers Day in 
Bundaberg. It was conducted 
by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in conjunction 
with Central Queensland 
University Bundaberg and 
focused on career options 
within the accounting area. 

The Business Day was a fantastic opportunity for students 
(pictured above) to start thinking about their career prospects. 
Students were able to learn about the pathways to University, 
discover local employment opportunities and understand 
general trends in business employment. Accountants from 
Bundaberg attended the event to discuss their own career 
paths and offer advice based on their own experiences. 

The day highlighted to students that they have plenty of 
options after they leave school and that a lot of those options 
are available without having to leave the district. The students 
left the conference with the understanding that a career in 
Accounting is more than sitting at a desk!! 

Kylie Onoprienko – Business Education Teacher 
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On Friday night 08 May, the Rock Eisteddfod Fundraising 
group held a spectacular movie night that all enjoyed. With 
two funny films, Madagascar 2 and Snow Buddies the crowd 
had plenty to laugh at. They also enjoyed the wonderful 
popcorn and snacks provided by Mrs Ratcliffe and her 
helpers, as well as the great burgers cooked to perfection, on 
the BBQ, under the supervision of Mr Leyman. Many thanks 
to the primary school students who arrived in good numbers 
supporting the high school students. On behalf of those 
students who enjoyed the movie night I would also like to 
thank all those teachers who gave up their time to help out on 
the night. 

The Rock Eisteddfod is progressing well this term. Any parent 
helpers wishing to support by sewing or painting please 
contact Miss Clout on 4192 1222. 

James Hamlyn – Teacher 
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Jedd, one of our Year 9 
students was recently 
presented with a new 
state of the art laptop 
and software to support 
his ambitions in the 
graphic design field. 
This equipment was 
generously donated on 
behalf of the Childer’s 
Branch of the Masonic 
Lodge and the Local 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Co-ordinating teacher 
(Mrs Blackwood), Jedd 

and his family would like 
to convey their gratitude 
for this donation and 
realise the value of such a 
gift will be evidenced 
well into the future. 

Andrea Blackwood – Teacher 
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Fifteen Year 8 girls were recently selected to participate in 
two days of Challenge Yourself activities at Riverside Retreat 
outside Bundaberg. The girls travelled down and back each 
day with our Chaplain Tanya McKee, Behaviour Support 
teacher Andrew Higgins and School Nurse Monique 
Anderson. Each day the girls engaged in activities that were 
challenging to individuals and to the groups.  

On the first day they had to build a very high ‘Being 
Successful’ totem pole using a swinging pulley to lever each 
team member up. The last group to finish their totem pole 
activity was rewarded with washing up duties for the day. 
After lunch the students were involved in a canoeing activity 
which required them to build a ladder with pieces of drift 
wood collected from the middle of the river. 

On the second day the girls were challenged with an 
individual obstacle course (some of them succeeded in 
‘ringing the bell’ on one very high obstacle); crossing the 
sway-bridge; problem solving how to make a human bridge to 
collect some coins; and completing the group obstacle course 
where they had to work together to complete each task 
(including getting all of the group over a 3 metre wall!) 

Programs such as these do much to contribute to the 
educational experience for our students. 

Andrew Higgins – Behaviour Management 

Mr French (Principal) and Mr 
Peter Demerlo from the Masonic 

Lodge look over the new 
computer with a thankful Jedd 

and his Mum, Mrs Tracey 
Hansen 

Our girls participating in the Challenge Yourself program found 
they had plenty of challenges with which to help each other. 
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The School Social for Term 2 will be on Wednesday 27 May 
at the Isis Cultural Centre in Churchill Street. The Social is an 
important fundraising activity for the Student Council and is 
an enjoyable opportunity for students to relax and socialise. 
Entry to the Social will be between 6:30pm and 7:00pm and 
cost $4.50 in costume and all others $5.00. The theme for this 
Social will be announced during the week by the Social 
Committee. The Social will conclude promptly at 9:30pm. 
Regular school rules apply at the Social and teacher 
supervision will be provided. The school looks forward to 
another pleasant school function for students. 

James Hamlyn – Social Coordinator 
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For many years, students from Isis District State High School 
have been donating blood, in Bundaberg, as a community 
project. Recently Isis High was informed that it had won the 
blood donating competition for small schools in the 
Bundaberg region for 2008. We were recently presented with 
the ‘Annual Encouragement Award’ on a school assembly by 
representatives from the Bundaberg Blood Bank. Isis High 
took out the title by donating 52 times, while Gin Gin SHS 
donated 51 times with other strong competition coming from 
St Lukes. Congratulations to students and staff on their efforts. 
Well done! 

 

This year students and staff from Isis District State High 
School have donated blood twice with a total of 24 donations 
to date. The most recent trip was Monday 11 May with 14 
students and 2 staff members attending. Special thanks must 
go to teacher Mrs Ratcliffe who has attended each trip this 
year. Our next blood donation will be during Term 3 and with 
competition looking as close as last year, we welcome 
students to donate with us next time. 

Tanya McKee – School Chaplain 
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While students in Year 9 at Isis High joined other students 
across Australia in completing their NAPLAN tests last week, 
there were no excuses for not entering the tests well-
nourished. Volunteers from the Local Chaplaincy Committee 
helped feed close to 100 students on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday (12 to 14 May) with healthy pancakes and juice for 
breakfast before their NAPLAN tests commenced. The 
encouragement was very well received by students and thanks 

must go to the Childers Chaplaincy Committee for their 
sponsorship and supporting our Chaplain in making this 
possible. 

 
Exactly how much pancake mixture does it take to feed 100 
Year 9 students? Between 12-15 litres each day!! 

Tanya McKee – School Chaplain 
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Congratulations to all Isis High students involved in the 
Masonic Lodge Debutante Ball held last Saturday night at Isis 
Cultural Centre. I have it on good authority that all debutantes 
and their partners (pictured below) exhibited the elegance and 
grace that would make any parent very proud.  

Trevor French – Principal 

 

Blood donors include from back (l-r) Joseph, Mr Lindsay, 
Tegan, Nicole, Jade, Mrs Ratcliffe, Mikaela, Tarah, Jacklyn, 
Joanna Nicolson (Marketing Liason Officer), Tanya McKee, 

Alicia and Nikita 
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Emily-Rose, 
[Name 

removed] and 
Sian enjoy 

the pancake 
breakfast 

prepared by 
Chaplaincy 
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