7 December, 2007

It's hard to reconcile that another school year is almost over. Once again there have
been so many wonderful moments and great achievements by a huge number of
students throughout 2007. The school, with the support of the community, has provided
students with a large range of experiences in the academic, cultural and sporting areas.
We only have to think back to our Awards Evening ceremony to be reminded of the
outstanding achievements of our students. In the senior school an increasing number of
pathways’ opportunities have provided our students with access to school based
traineeships, school based apprenticeships, TAFE certificate courses and work
experience and all these learning and training experiences certainly enhance our
students’ future prospects.

Last week a significant majority of our Year 11 students attended the Leadership Camp
which was held at the Shalom Environmental Outdoor Centre located between Childers
and Bundaberg off the Isis Highway. Once again, the program was designed to
challenge students at both the individual and team level. Ms Bandrowski, Year 12
Coordinator for 2008, was very pleased with the maturity of the students and is confident
that the program has helped to develop these young people into a more cohesive,
encouraging and supportive team. The senior class of 2008 looks set for a good year.

This week Isis High teachers were pleased to welcome Year 7 students from Booyal
Central SS, Childers SS, Goodwood SS, Cordalba SS, Dallarnil SS and St Joseph
Primary School to experience high school life. Year 8 Coordinator Mr Davey organised a
two day Year 7 transition program with the support of Isis High teachers. Students
reported enjoying the different subjects such as Manual Arts, Home Economics,
Physical Education and Agricultural Science. They were also excited about the Science
experiments and the access to the huge numbers of computers throughout the school.
We certainly look forward to 2008 and getting to know these young people better as
Year 8 students. Enclosed are Year 7 Transition highlights for your enjoyment.

As this is our last newsletter for 2007, | want to acknowledge the tireless efforts of all
staff at Isis High and also thank parents and community members for the tremendous
support given to the school throughout the year. | look forward to continuing our
partnership next year to ensure our young people receive the very best education this
school community can deliver.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and | trust that the holiday period will
be a safe and enjoyable time for all families.

Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

The school office will be open from Monday 21

January and Administration memberswill be

The 2008 school year commences on Tuesday 29
January for Year 8, 9and 11 studentsonly.
Studentsin these year levels will be commencing
new courses and there may be some clarification
required of their study program. Wednesday 30
January will see all students(Years8to12)in
attendance.

Both days will commence with a school assembly
in the Stadium. Photos for 1D cardswill be taken
in thefirst few days of school and payments for
the TAR scheme will be collected later that
same week.

available that week for enrolments and/or
enquiries.

The Uniform Convenor will be available for
uniform sales at times listed el sewherein this

Newsletter.
Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
12 Dec Year 8 & 9 Semester Reports
distributed to students
11 Dec Year 8 & 9End of Year Excursion
11 Dec P& C Mesting & Break-up 6:15pm
14 Dec Last day of schoal
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Studies of Society and Envir onment

Almost 100 students from the various feeder Primary school s spent

two days becoming familiar with High Schooal life. The 2008

Senior Leaders acted as mentors and accompanied the Year 7'sto
their classes and the lunchtime activities. For some Y ear 7 students
anxieties and nervousness were replaced with the excitement that

new experiences bring. Others discovered that they were aready
prepared for the experiences of High School and are [ooking
forward to it. At Recess 2 on Monday, agroup of Year 7 boys

were overheard discussing the advantages that high school offers

over Primary school. Thanksto Mr Davey who devel oped and

coordinated the program and to the dedicated Senior Leaders who

took time out of their holidays to assist.

\

School Captain Caitlin and Kali
Denise Fox — Head of Department, Middle Schooling

|/

Science

The Year 7' senjoyed a brief but exciting introduction to the
world of science during their trangtion days at 15s Digtrict
State High School. They marvelled at imploding cans,
“oohed”’ at elephant’ s toothpaste and successfully followed
the necessary procedures to earn their Bunsen Burner Licence.
However they learned that while experimental scienceisvery
interesting, much of what is science occurs between the ears.
The skills of observing, deducing, interpreting etc were shown
to beintegral to scientific understanding.

Tyson, [#Name withheld], Alois and Mitchell experiment in the
sciencelaboratory

Jeff Palmer —Head of Science
English
Mr Davey followed the well known saying and |eft the best
until last, which meant that period 4 on Tuesday saw students
confronting their first and only English lesson. Thiswas
further enlivened with an evacuation drill which saw all
students congregate in roll groups on the bottom oval.
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A promising sign this year was that the usual task given to
transition students was not only nearly or completely finished
in the lesson, but it was donein record time since the last 15
minutes was devoted to the evacuation.

Last lesson in the day is not aways known for the period of
peak concentration, but teachers were impressed with the
dedication and application of theincoming Y ear 8 cohort. Of
coursg, it’seasy to understand their interest and invol vement.
Spdlling tests, comprehension activities, punctuation
exercises, sentence correction and word identification are fun
at any time.

Adrian Jones— Head of English
Manual Arts

POLYMETHYLMETHACRY LATE; otherwise known as
Acrylic or previously Perspex, was the material chosen for the
Year 7’ sto experience during the Manual Artslesson. This
form of plastic wasfiled, then polished with paper and liquid
abrasives to produce a very usable key tag. The students learnt
about some safety elements associated with working in the
workshop areas, aswell asthe processes required to produce a
quality article. Their listening skills and the ability to follow
instructions whilst making the article were commendable and
hopefully a few people might receive akey ring asanice
handmade Christmas present this year! We are looking
forward to having these students with us next year. Thankyou
also to the Senior leaders and other staff who were available to
assist in the workshop during a very busy lesson.

Mal colm Lindsay — Head of Technology

Once again, the results for the Australian Mathematics
Competition have arrived with along list of successes across
all year levels. Particular congratulations goto our Year 11
entrants who received some excellent results.

Thisyear we again had a strong list of entries, with all
participants receiving acknowledgement for their efforts.
However, the following students deserve particular mention
for their achievement:

Digtinctions

Year 8: Terrence, Jaak, Tom, Mark, Shannon

Year 9: Bradley, Rachael

Year 10: Tamara, Storme, Hannah

Year 11: Christopher, Mark, Brendan, Caitlin, Murphy,
Kurtis, Stephanie, Elliot

Year 12: Allan, Harry, [#Name withheld], Dylan

High Distinctions:

Year 11: Lachlan, Cameron, [#Name withheld] .

Jaak (Yr 8) was awarded the school’ s Prudence Award. This
is awarded to the student, in the school, who has the highest
number of consecutive questions correct, starting from
Question 1 (independent of which year the student is
enrolled).

Furthermore, 20 Certificates of Credit were awarded. Students
not receiving a Digtinction or Credit will aso receive a
Certificate of Participation in recognition of their commitment
to the spirit of the competition. Well doneto all students who
wereinvolved.

Andrew Carlile— Competition Manager
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What aweek Year 11 studentsrecently endured ... and
enjoyed! We have survived hours of torture and destruction to
the human anatomy, in particul ar, the lower region. Aswe
ventured upwards into various gum trees, with some
overcoming their fear of heights, we discovered strengths
about people that we didn’t know about.

Despite the pain from the safety harnesses, we pressed
onwards into the glistening yet murky waters of the river by
canoe. Many failed to keep their body inside the canoe and got
themselves wet; only later did they discover that they had only
brought one pair of shoes with them.

While the day program, which included high ropes and low
ropes, pole jumping, canoeing and much more, kept us busy
with seemingly never ending challenges the late afternoons
were filled with interesting fun activities such as a Cricket
Round Robin and anew game called “Rummy Rub”
introduced to us by Ms Bandrowski, Mr Martell and school
chaplain Jugtin. The game certainly showed Mr Martell’s
competitiveness.

Asnight fell

upon us,

many of us

were forced

intoaquiz

show. The

categories

included:

general

knowledge,

geography,

history, sport, entertainment, music, spelling, grammar,
science and maths. It turned out to be great fun with the
winning team “We Pumpt LOL” just edging out the second
placed team. All students participated extremely well and was
agreat preparation for the demands of Year 12 leadership.

Year 11's— Senior Camp 2007

On Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12 March 2008, the school
has tentatively booked 16 studentsfor the Driver Training
Course at Gympie. Year 12 studentswill be provided with
more information early next year.

Students are booked in multiples of four and thereis the
potential to increase numbersto 32, if necessary. Students do
not need to hold a driver’ slicence or learner’ s permit and the
offer may be extended to Year 11'sif insufficient numbers of
Year 12 students apply.

The program is atwo day course, which will mean one night’s
accommodation in Gympie. At the moment prices are
tentative, since 2008 course costs have not yet been
determined. We expect that course, transport and
accommodation costs, excluding food, should be around
$210.00.

During the course, studentswill operate in teams of four,
experience different kinds of driving conditions (including wet
roads on the skid pan) and will hopefully learn skillsthat may
save their lives.

We have experienced difficulty in past yearsin securing a
booking latein the year, hence the early date. Since road
statistics for younger drivers are stark and shocking, the
school wantsto provide opportunities for as many of our
graduating students as possible to attend this course.

At the beginning of next year, payment detailswill be
finalised, however, sudents can be nominated thisyear by
phoning 4192 1222 to reserve a vacancy.

Adrian Jones — Coordinator
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Year 8, 9 and 10 students with expertise in science recently
were engaged in arange of activities organised by the State
Government sponsored BIOBUS. Students participated in a
series of hands on informative displays inside the BIOBUS for
one session and a practical based laboratory period where they
made a pendant containing DNA they extracted themselves.
Thiswas the last school visit ever for the presenters with the
BIOBUS as the funding has ended.

So while Isis Digtrict State High Schoal is usually associated
with firstsin the field of science, it is aso now note worthy as
the BIOBUS final venue.

Year 9 students Sefanie, Peta and Ashleigh experiment scientifically
asa part of the BIOBUSvisit

Jeff Palmer — Head of Science
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The uniform shop will be open on the following dates:
Thursday, 24 January 2008 (9:00am to 12:00noon)
Friday, 25 January 2008 (9.00am to 12noon)
Tuesday, 29 January 2008 (8:00am to 12:00noon)
Wednesday, 30 January 2008 (8:00am to 12:00noon)

Parents are encouraged to purchase uniforms before school

commences in order to be ready for the start of Term 1.

Barbara Butcher — Uniform Convenor
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