7 September, 2007

The school held its Parent Information Evening last Tuesday in the school’s Drama Auditorium
and Resource Centre for parents of students entering Years 8, 9 and 11 in 2008.

The tremendous support of our parent
body and commitment of staff on this
evening was certainly encouraging. These
evenings are of great value to the school
community as they provide a unique
opportunity for parents and teachers to
work together to ensure that students
make informed decisions about their
future. Parents | spoke to were appreciative
of the structure of the evening and the
information provided. This was the first year
the school has conducted Year 7 to 8
Enrolment Interviews and this initiative was
particularly effective. Parents of Year 10
students were informed about the new
Queensland Certificate of Education and the
importance of attending the school for an interview with their son/daughter to plan a program of
learning in Year 11 and 12 as a part of their Senior Education Training (SET) Plan. If you have a child
in Year 10 and have not scheduled a meeting with a school administrator please contact the school to
do so. Thanks to all those students and parents who have already attended a meeting to finalise their
plan.

While our Year 10 students are finalising their SET Plans, which marks the start of their Years 11 and
12 studies, our current Year 12 students sat the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) tests this week and
this signals the final stages of their secondary schooling. Congratulations to staff and QCS coordinator
Mr Carlile who have prepared our Year 12's well for this important whole of state Year 12 test.

Teacher aides play a vital role in our school community performing a myriad of roles that provide
invaluable support to teachers, students and administrative staff in the day-to-day operations of
Isis District High. Today, Friday 7 September is designated as Teacher Aide Day as an
opportunity to recognise their enormous contribution to education. Isis District High held a
Morning Tea for our teacher-aides to thank them for the work they do in our school and celebrate
their contribution. This is another group of workers supporting the great educational outcomes of
students at this school. Thank you and well done!

Parents of Year 10 students, Mrs Gidding and Mrs
McLinden get some hospitality information fromteacher,
Fay Harvey and Nu-Path Training representative, Di
Ross at the Parent Information Evening subject display.

Kind Regards,
Allan Cook — Acting Principal

and individual planning and preparation. Heads of
Department and Subject Area Coordinators will

Asthe term moves toward an end, students
should be engaged in ensuring they are well
prepared for term exams and assignments. When
exams finish, teachers and classes will be
reviewing assessment items and completing
preparatory work for new units. It isimportant
that good student behaviour be maintained until
the end of the term. | would a so remind parents
and studentsthat holidays start at 3:05pm on
Friday 21 September and lessons with productive
work will continue until that time. Thefinal
Newsletter for Term 3 will also be available on
that day.

Term 4 commences with a‘Ministerial’ student-
free day on Monday 8 October . On this day
teachers will be involved in attending meetings

be involved in school planning for 2008. This
meansthat thefirst day for studentsin Term 4
will be Tuesday 9 Octaber.

A second student-free day will occur on M onday
22 October to allow for district meetings to
verify assessment standards of Year 12 students.

Allan Cook — Acting Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

11 Sept P& C Meseting 7:15pm
17 Sept  Australian Business Week (ABW)

(17 Aug-21 Sept)
18 Sept  Wide Bay Athletics (Maryborough)
20 Sept  Mayoral Prayer Breakfast, Isis Club 7:00am
21 Sept  Last Day of Term 3 2007
08 Oct Student-Free Day
09 Oct First day of Term 4




Carla has won one of |less than 500 national awardsin
Australiafor Year 12 students, the Australian Vocational
Student Prize. The award recognises Carla s skill,
commitment and achievement while completing a Certificate
[11 in Aged Care school-based traineeship in her school
program. Carlareceives a certificate and a $2000 prize.

Carla commenced a
school-based aged care
apprenticeship with
Forest View Aged Care
Hostel in Childers
whilein Year 10. Since
then she has been
successfully combining
work and training
commitments, with
strong achievement in
her school subjects.

Carla was presented with her certificate by Federal member
for Hinkler, Mr Paul Neville MP at arecent school ceremony.

Carla s award follows on from the same award being won in
2005 by Isis High student, Luke and Lisain 2006. With only
about 500 awards determined around the whole of Australia
each year, Isis High students winning this vocational award
three yearsin arow is very strong acknowledgement of the
school’ s commitment to vocational training.

Allan Cook — Acting Principal

With planning for this activity commencing in February, many
meetings and rehearsal s on weekends and in recess breaks, it
has been a hectic, but rewarding school initiative. We have
been well supported by the community and the Isis Shire
Council, both financially and ‘in kind’. Congratul ations and
sincere thanksto al of the students, parents, supporters and
staff who have made such a huge contribution to this
extremely successful learning activity.

Allan Cook — Acting Principal

The Rock Eisteddfod Challenge has come to an end for
another year with our final performance last Thursday evening
at the Brisbane Entertainment Centre. Y et again the students
put on a fantastic performance for which they and our
community can be extremely proud. Our school was one of
twel ve contesting thefinal, all other schools being much
larger than ours and based around metropolitan areas. The
Rock Eisteddfod presents a great opportunity for student
learning outside the classroom, with aneed for lifelong skills
such as communication, cooperation, organisation,
commitment and teamwork, as well asthe necessary
performance skills.

Our school was awarded the ‘ Gemma Dale’ Award for the
school whose students best embody the spirit of Rock
Eisteddfod during the competition. Thisisa wonderful
acknowledgement of the way in which our students presented
themselves during Rock Eisteddfod.

Rock Eisteddfod Coordinators, Michelle Kirkland and Michael
Leyman presented the Gemma Dale Award to Acting School
Principal, Allan Cook watched on by performersfrom Year 11
Kiara, Mdanie and Kate.

The Bundaberg District Chaplaincy organised for a guest
speaker to visit Bundaberg district schoals, including Isis High
this week. John Jamesis a performer in the noted Christian-
based Australian rock band, The Newsboys and he spoke with
students at the school’s assembly last Tuesday. The
Newsboys, originally from Mooloolaba on the Sunshine
Coast, but now largely based in the United States, has been
nominated for Grammy and Dove awards, appeared on
nationa and international television, performed at Pope John
Paul 11®@World Y outh Day, opened for some of the biggest
names in contemporary Christian music, were top draws at a
host of Christian music festivals, and sold millions of records
along the way.

The Newsboys band member John James (1 ft) speaks with students
Bradley and Rebecca (Year 9) with School Chaplain, Justin
Sevenson after school assembly last Tuesday.

John spoke to students about some of the fame enjoyed by The
Newsboys, who are till reasonably unknown to the record-
buying public at large, but not to the religious music
marketplace. Despite the fame and wealth brought by the
band’ s success, he emphasi sed the significance of hisand the
band’ s solid belief that the Chrigtian life isajoy that needsto
be shared. John also recalled some humorous anecdotes, much
to the delight of students. John left students with some
important messages to reflect upon (and some free tickets for
their Bundaberg concert on Friday night) and the school is
appreciative to the Bundaberg Chaplaincy Committee for
organising hisvisit to the school.

Allan Cook — Acting Principal

A group of students have been working tirelessly since the
start of the year preparing two recumbent trikes for the
Queend and 24 Hour Human Powered V ehicle Championship
being conducted in Maryborough on the weekend of the 15
and 16 September. The competition requires students to
design, build, test and race a vehicle with three or four wheels
around a street circuit for 24 hours. The vehicle must be
“human powered”. The circuit has been extended .3 of akm
this year and includes a hairpin bend.




While there are over fifty machinesin the competition, the

real race will be between our junior and senior teams. The
junior boys are keen and ready to go and will prove to be more
than amatch for the older and generally stronger senior team.

Trent getsin some practicefor the 24 hour race
I wish the boys all the best for an enjoyable, event free race.
Andrew Cole — Coordinator

over 40 students from the high school have signed up to help
out in this endeavour. Most of theitemsthat go into these
boxes are everyday items that we take for granted but in
countries where getting access to clean drinking water is hard,
items like gationary, hygiene products and toys are often seen
asluxuries. Thisisa very worthy project and if you are able to
support it in any way, please contact the Chaplain.

Justin Sevenson — Chaplain
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The North Burnett Athletics Carnival was held recently in
Gayndah with 36 Isis High students participating.
Unfortunately, the Carnival was held on the day after the Rock
Eisteddfod final and with thisand ‘the flu’ our numbers were
down on our regular team contingent. Nevertheless, Isis High
gtill performed strongly coming second in the carnival to
Gayndah. Asaresult of their efforts, 22 students were
successful in being selected to represent North Burnett at the
Wide Bay Athletics trialsin Kingaroy during the last week of
term. Specia mention must be made of the four sudents who
were age champions on the day:
U14 Girls Rebecca

U17 GirlsKlarissa

U16 Boys Jake
U17 Boys Ravinda

Dylan (pictured above) broke the 17 years high jump record
with aleap of 1.73m that shaved three cm off the existing
record. Congratulationsto all students who gave it their best
on the day and thanks to Mrs Heap and Mr Cole who
supervised and supported students.

Andrew Tsakisiris — Sports Coordinator

As practical as backpacks are, though, they can strain muscles
and joints and may cause back pain if they@e too heavy or are
used incorrectly. However, there are seps you can take to help
your child avoid back pain and other problems associated with
improperly used packs. Most doctors and physical therapists
recommend that kids carry no more than 10% to 15% of their
body weight in their packs.

Kids who wear their backpacks over just one shoulder - as
many kids do, because they think it |ooks better - may end up
leaning to one side to offset the extraweight. They might
develop lower and upper back pain and strain their shoulders
and neck. Improper backpack use can aso lead to poor
posture. Girlsand younger children may be especialy at risk
for backpack-related injuries because they@e smaller and may
carry loads that are heavier in proportion to their body weight.

Monique Anderson — School Nurse

TENDERSFOR SCHOOL MOWER
Close 14 September 2007
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The Chaplaincy service has sarted up a project Operation
Christmas Child which is part of a global relief organisation
called Samaritan’s Purse. Every year millions of shoe boxes
are packed with toys and other small giftsto send out to needy
children, often in ‘undeveloped countries' around the world.
Last year over 7.5 million shoe boxes were given out.
Students from Isis High and other schools around the area
have been getting involved by forming groups to each help
pack a shoe box. (This may explain why some household
items have mysterioudly disappeared lately). At the moment
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