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As we settle into the final term for 2007, it’s time to celebrate the achievements of many of our 
students. On Tuesday 30 October, academic, cultural and sporting successes will be recognised 
at our Awards Day and Awards Night ceremonies. The importance of these two events is two 
fold. 

Firstly, it is recognition of individuals, groups or teams within our school community for their 
outstanding efforts. It is during such occasions that the contribution made by staff, parents and 
community partners to the development of our young people is also acknowledged. 

Secondly, it reminds us all of the tradition of excellence long established at this school. This year 
adds another chapter to the history of Isis District State High School and does so in the best 
possible way with so many achievements to celebrate. The 2008 School Captains and Vice 
Captains, as per tradition, will be announced on Awards Night and this announcement is always 
an exciting one.  

These events are open to the community, and at a time when there are some people within our 
communities ready to criticise our youth it is worth taking the time to form your own opinion. You 
can be assured that, long into the future, you will recall a diverse group of impressive young 
people with an outstanding reputation for community involvement and academic, sporting and 
cultural excellence. I would encourage all parents and friends of the school to attend these 
important ceremonies. 

Another very important day on our calendar is World Teachers’ Day. Celebrated in over 100 
countries World Teachers’ Day acknowledges the efforts of teachers in an increasingly complex, 
multicultural technological society. It is a day during which students, parents and community 
members can demonstrate their appreciation of the contributions that teachers have made to 
their community. Today, Year 12 students held a morning tea for teachers at Isis High to 
celebrated World Teachers’ Day 2007. School Captains Harry and Mikaela and Vice Captains 
Danny and Breanna acknowledged the important work of teachers and presented each teacher 
with a certificate of appreciation. 

Congratulations to students who were awarded with a Semester 2, Merit Level Certificate today. 
Students who achieved Merit Level Certificate status in both Semester 1 and Semester 2 will 
receive their certificate on Awards Day. 

Finally, with only three weeks remaining for our Year 12 students it is important that they remain 
on task until the very end of their studies. It is certainly not too late to improve on a level of 
achievement and or to complete a competency resulting in the awarding of a Vocational 
Qualification. One of the best ways Year 12 students can achieve this is to continue to attend 
school regularly and to work with their teachers who are keen to assist them to achieve the very 
best they can.  

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 
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The annual presentation of awards for student 
achievement throughout the year will occur on 
Tuesday 30 October. There will be two ceremonies 
conducted during the day at the Childers 
Community Stadium in the school grounds. 

A morning Presentation Ceremony will commence 
at 10:00am and the evening Awards Ceremony will 
commence at 7:00pm. The ceremony will also 
feature the naming of the School Captains and Vice-
Captains for 2008. 

Parents, friends and supporters are invited to attend 
these most enjoyable functions where we recognise 
and celebrate student achievement.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
26 Oct World Teachers’  Day 
30 Oct Presentation Day and Awards 

Evening 
09 Nov Newsletter  
13 Nov P&C Meeting 
14 Nov  Senior Dinner 
16 Nov Last day for Year 12 students 
23 Nov Newsletter 
30 Nov Last day for Year 11 & 10 students 
03 Dec Year 7/8 Transition 
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Results from the Australian National Chemistry Quiz have 
recently arrived in our school and again our students have 
performed exceptionally well, particularly when compared to 
state averages for all participating government and non-
government schools.  

The top achievers were: 
High Distinction  

Danny Year 12  Cameron Year11 
Aaron Year 11 Brendan Year 11 
Lachlan Year 11 Kurtis Year 11 
Elliot Year 11 Tamara Year 10 
Jessica Year 10 Bradley Year 09 

Distinction  
Harry Year 12  Ashley Year 11 
Danielle Year 09 

Credit  
Caitlin Year 12 Christopher Year 11 
Caitlin Year 11 Stephanie Year 11 
Luke Year 10 Hannah Year 10 

Congratulations to the above students. They now have another 
valuable addition to their portfolio. 

Jeff Palmer – Head of Science 
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Year 9 science students have broken all records for 
participation in the Siemens’  Science Experience which runs 
during the Christmas vacation. There are 9 students this year 
going to a variety of universities for the 3-day hands-on 
science programme and a hectic round of social activities at 
day’s end. The “switched-on”  science students and the 
universities they are attending are: 

University of Queensland 
Stefanie Cara Ashleigh  
Rachael Morgan  
Danielle  

University of Southern Queensland 
Lisa  

Queensland University of Technology 
Bradley  

 

Danielle, [#name removed] , Lisa, Bradley, Stefanie, Cara, Morgan 
and Rachael  

Congratulations to these students and we look forward to 
hearing of their experiences in the new year. 

Jeff Palmer – Head of Science 
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On Monday, 15 October 2007, all Year 8s were addressed by 
Mr Mark Farrell who was representing the Spinal Education 
Awareness Team. Mr Farrell, himself a quadriplegic, showed 
a DVD about teenagers who have suffered spinal injuries. Mr 
Farrell explained that he sustained his injury from jumping 
into a pool feet-first at the age of 14. Students asked probing 
questions which were answered with ease. Mr Farrell 
emphasised the importance of behaving in a sensible manner 
to avoid serious spinal injuries. As people such as Mr Farrell 
are volunteers, the school will make a donation towards his 
expenses.  

 
Mr Farrell, from the Spinal Injuries Team, talking with Year 8 

students 

The interaction with a quadriplegic person was a valuable 
learning experience for the students and contributed to their 
personal development in a very positive way.  

Denise Fox – Head of Department, Middle Schooling 
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A big thank you to all students, staff and parents who got 
involved in the Operation Christmas Child project recently, as 
we managed to fill 23 shoeboxes and there were many other 
loose items that we sent away. Your gifts will be greatly 
appreciated by children all over the world. Shoeboxes from 
Australia will be delivered to neighbouring countries like 
Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, Vanuatu and the Solomon 
Islands. A big thank you also to the businesses in the 
community that helped to support this project. 

Justin Stevenson – Chaplain  
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The Year 10 students have commenced a unit on “Sexuality” . 
This unit of work will be comprised of eight 70 minute lessons 
which will be completed over the next month during Health 
and Physical Education. Sexuality is a part of the Personal 
Development Strand of the P-10 HPE Syllabus which all 
Queensland schools implement. This unit forms an important 
component of the Health and Physical Education and school 
curriculum. 

All students in Year 10 will receive a letter containing an 
overview of the unit on Sexuality. It would be hoped that all 
students would participate in this worthwhile unit of work. 

If you have any concerns about any aspect of this course 
please feel free to contact Steve Cutler on 4192 1222. 

Steve Cutler – HPE Coordinator 
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During the recent September vacation, the second Queensland 
Youth Peace Parliament of young people had a three day 
‘sitting’ in Brisbane at Parliament House. Year 10 student, 
Luke successfully participated in this activity. 

Students used their understanding of a range of issues relating 
to peace and conflict studies and Australia’s involvement in 
global affairs to allow them to actively engage in a series of 
motions and debates.  Students were placed into one of three 
‘parties’  that formed a government and opposition that 
considered various legislative bills. The Parliament even saw 
scenes of high political drama that resulted in the overthrow of 
the ‘Youth Premier’  and his replacement amid scenes of 
turmoil and fervent unrest. This was a wonderful opportunity 
for Luke to learn more about citizenship and political 
processes. 

Luke’s maiden speech at the Youth Parliament on the first day 
was very well received and as he was younger than most of 
the other participants, it considerably lifted his regard amongst 
his fellow youth parliamentarians. Indeed, Luke demonstrated 
some excellent skills, such that on the last day he was 
presented with one of the prestigious awards for his efforts, 
the “Youth Parliamentarian with the Greatest Potential” . 
Luke should be congratulated on his efforts as another very 
fine representative of this school and we look forward to his 
‘pre-selection’ for next year’s Queensland Youth Peace 
Parliament.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Tuesday was International Mole Day. The Year 11 and 12 
chemistry students celebrated the life of Avogadro with a 
beautiful mud cake with the famous 6.02 X 1023 on top. 

 
Amy and Mikaela– Year 12 students 
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Year 12 students completing Authority subjects who are 
eligible for an Overall Position (OP) have the opportunity to 
view their achievements in relation to other students in the 
same subject. This data will be available for Year 12 students 
to peruse on their last day of school Friday 16 November in 
the morning at the Stadium.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Fruit, Pancakes, Bacon, Egg, Tomato Burgers and Milo – 
what a wonderful breakfast and social gathering. 

Breakfast Club happens every Thursday morning in the main 
campus Home Economics Room.  All students and parents are 
welcome and we would appreciate the attendance of any 
parent or community volunteers who have an hour to spare 
Thursday mornings from around 8:00am onwards.  If you are 
able to assist in this very casual rewarding atmosphere please 
contact the school or David Marshall (4192 1222) or just turn 
up on the day! 

Karen Webb – Business Services Manager 

$ 
 � � � " � � 
 � 
 �

Hepatitis C is a blood borne virus that causes inflammation of 
the liver. There is no vaccine for this potentially deadly virus 
and hepatitis C is estimated to affect over 180 million people 
worldwide and 264,000 people in Australia. 

Hepatitis C is not passed on by casual contact (sharing utensils 
and tooth brushes etc) but through blood to blood contact and 
could include unhygienic tattoo or body piercing, medical 
treatment in countries with high rates of hepatitis C or 
contaminated blood products received prior to 1990. At this 
stage there is no vaccine for hepatitis C, unlike Hepatitis A 
and B. Avoiding exposure to the virus is the only way to stop 
the spread of hepatitis C. Education is essential to promote 
understanding and increase knowledge of the means of 
prevention. 

Monique Anderson – School Nurse 
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Youth Peace Parliamentarian and Year 10 student, Luke stands in 
front of the Speaker’s Chair at Parliament House 


