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Welcome to term 4.  

It’s good to be back after Long Service Leave for part of last term which included some overseas 
travel. While I was on leave Allan Cook stepped in as Acting Principal and performed the role 
outstandingly. A huge thanks to Allan for his leadership during my absence and also congratulations to 
Andy Davey who ably took up the challenge of the Acting Deputy Principal position.  

The final term for 2007 commenced well with a whole school assembly on Tuesday. It was great to 
see our students, all in summer school uniform, well rested, happy and generally most students 
pleased to be back at school. My message to all students was clear. Term 4 is a critical time for 
maintaining a focused approach to study. Consistent hard work, through to the end of the school year, 
is the key to achieving the best possible outcomes. The important school community values including 
Care and Compassion, Fair Go and Doing Your Best were also discussed and reinforced as a basis 
for decision making and personal success. I know the teachers are focused on encouraging and 
supporting each and every student to strive to do their best.  Parents/carers who have any concern 
about their student’s progress are welcome to contact the school. Together we may be able to resolve 
problems that would otherwise prove difficult or unmanageable on our own. 

The very important process of student leadership selection for 2008 continues this week with the close 
of nominations for school captains and vice captains today. All Year 11 students were eligible to apply. 
The selection process includes a written application, an interview by a school/community panel, each 
successful candidate delivering a speech and finally a ballot of all Year 11 students and staff members 
to determine our 2008 student leadership team. While the process is rigorous it has ensured, for the 
Isis High community, a long tradition of outstanding school captains and vice captains. Our current 
school captains Mikaela and Harry and school vice captains Breanna and Danny are certainly no 
exception. Both Mikaela and Harry are members of the selection panel for the 2008 school captains 
and vice captains. The selection of senior leaders will occur in week two. 

The high level of student achievement reported in 
recent newsletters continues this term with Lachlan 
selected to attend the National Science Youth Forum in 
Canberra. Lachlan is one of only 200 students 
throughout the whole of Australia to be invited to attend 
this prestigious science forum. He follows in the 
footsteps of Harry and Bryce who were also selected in 
2006 and 2005 respectively. Congratulations to Lachlan 
and high praise must also go to the Isis High Science 
Department, under the leadership of Head of 
Department Mr Jeff Palmer, for this excellent 
achievement over three consecutive years.   

This year the very important Awards Day and Evening ceremonies will be held on Tuesday 30 
October. It is a celebration of the achievements of our students and your support by way of your 
attendance would be much appreciated by both staff and students. 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 
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A reminder to parents there is a second student-
free day in Term 4. This day will occur on 
Monday 22 October . This day is set aside as a 
Queensland Studies Authority meeting day for 
teachers serving on District Review Panels to 
monitor Year 12 assessment materials and student 
work. Teachers not involved in this activity will 
be completing work in the school associated with 
their specific subject areas. Students should not 
attend school on this day. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
15 Oct RE Term 4 commences 
16 Oct Biggenden Links 
19 Oct Voting opens for School Captains 
22 Oct Student Free Day 
26 Oct  Newsletter  
26 Oct World Teachers’  Day 
30 Oct Presentation Day and Awards Evening 
09 Nov Newsletter  
14 Nov  Senior Dinner 
16 Nov Last day for year 12 
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Year 11 students from Isis High had the opportunity to put 
their entrepreneurial skills to the test during the recent 
Australian Business Week. This exciting event, coordinated 
by Ms Fay Harvey and Mrs Rhonda Chantler, took place in 
the last week of Term 3 from September 17-21.  

Australian Business Week (ABW) is an intensive one week 
program where students participate as team members in a 
simulated business experience. The teams or ‘companies’  
competed with each other in the ‘market place’  and were 
required to make decisions on all operational, financial and 
marketing aspects of their enterprise. Companies also created 
a thirty second television commercial, developed an ‘eye-
catching’ trade display and compiled a written report for their 
shareholders. The trade displays and commercials were 
displayed during a wonderful ‘ trade expo’  on the last day of 
ABW when judging also took place. The program allowed 
students to develop creativity, initiative and problem-solving 
skills while working in a team environment.  By participating 
in this program, students not only develop business skills, they 
also refine their team and leadership skills, cultivate 
enterprising attitudes and make links between the school 
curriculum with career options. Australian Business Week 
also strengthens the links between the school and the 
community with many local businesses sponsoring teams and 
community members acting as team mentors, presenters and 
judges during the event.  

This year’s wonderful sponsors for ABW were:  

Major Sponsors Isis Shire Council and SP Exports  
Team Sponsors Childers Foodworks, Childers News and Travel, 
Childers First National Real Estate, Childers Rotary Club, Childers 
Lions Club, Childers Tyre and Batteries,  Isis Medical Centre, Isis 
Town and Country, Isis Club, Isis RSL, Isis Pharmacy, Coles 
Engineering, PRD Nationwide, Robinson’s Retravision, Snakes 
Downunder, Sticky Beaks Restaurant, Bundaberg News-Mail 
Program Sponsors Childers ANZ Bank, Childers Medical Centre, 
Childers Hot Bread and Cake, Childers Veterinary Clinic, Childers 
Grand Hotel, Woodgate Bowls Club 

The ABW Overall Winning team was Pure Heaven  pictured with 
their winning awards are (l-r) Ms O’Brien (Co-Team Mentor, 

#[Name withheld] , #[Name withheld] , Mellissa, Jake, Christopher, 
Mr Martell (Co-Team Mentor), Chad, Jemma and (front l-r )Lisa,  

Kymberlee  

The all important awards ceremony was also held on the last 
day of ABW on Friday afternoon. The award winners were: 
Overall Winning Team, Best Computer  Simulation  
Pure Heaven Team (Childers RSL Club, Rotary Club, 
Childers Tyre and Batteries) 
Best Television Commercial  
Great Escape (Coles Engineering, Isis Club) 
Best Oral Repor t, Best Trade Display  
Pearl Essence (Snakes Downunder, Isis Town and Country) 
Best Wr itten Repor t  

City Springs Resort (Childers First National and Lions Club) 
Best Teamwork  
Delta Shades (Isis Pharmacy, Isis Medical) 

ABW 2007 proved another very successful school activity that 
provided a wonderful learning opportunity for students. The 
school wishes to thank all businesses and mentors for their 
generous support of our district youth. ABW is a significant 
school project and all staff members who assisted should also 
be congratulated, particularly ABW Coordinators Mrs Harvey 
and Ms Chantler. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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The annual presentation of awards for student achievement 
throughout the year will occur on Tuesday 30 October. There 
will be two ceremonies conducted on this day at the Childers 
Community Stadium in the school grounds. 

A morning Presentation Ceremony will commence at 10:00am 
and will acknowledge students receiving awards for 
meritorious behaviour throughout the year, as well as Sports 
Merit Awards and Bronze Awards for sporting achievement. 
In addition, House Trophies from throughout the year, will be 
presented to the winning House Captains. 

The evening Awards Ceremony will commence at 7:00pm and 
recognise achievement in academic, sporting, service and 
cultural fields, as well as Special Awards. The ceremony will 
also feature the naming of the School Captains and Vice-
Captains for 2008. 

Parents and friends are invited to attend these most enjoyable 
functions where we recognise and celebrate student 
achievement.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Each year Education Queensland conducts a destination 
survey of the state’s Year 12 school leavers from the previous 
year, known as The Next Step. The results of Queensland’s 
destination survey of the seniors of 2006 have been released 
and it’s good news for parents of Isis High students. 

The outcomes for Isis High students are very positive. The 
results show that 94% of students who completed Year 12 last 
year are learning and/or earning. The data also shows that two 
thirds (66%) of Year 12 students from 2006 are studying, 
either at university, TAFE or private training colleges, 
compared to just 51% across the whole of the Wide Bay 
Burnett region. In addition, another 28% are working either 
full or part-time. When the data from Isis High is compared 
with the accumulated data from all schools in the Wide Bay 
Burnett region, the strength of our school data becomes clear. 

Destination of Year 12 
students 2006 

IDSHS Wide Bay-
Burnett 

University (degree) 26% 21.8% 

Vet Cert III-IV 10% 6.9% 

VET Cert I-II 6% 5.2% 

Apprentice 20% 9.6% 

Trainee 4% 8.6% 

Working FT 12% 19.3% 

Working PT/Casual 16% 18.6% 

Seeking work 4% 8.2% 
Not study/Not in the labour 
force 

2% 1.8% 
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Parents would be very pleased that the school retains a strong 
academic focus with a greater proportion of students than 
other schools in the region attending university. However, for 
those who do not have academic aspirations, the school’s 
comprehensive vocational education program means that more 
students compared with other schools enter vocational training 
courses. It is particularly, pleasing that this school and local 
district supports 20% of our 2006 Year 12 completing 
apprentices compared to just under 10% across the region. 

Of the nearly 40,000 young people targeted for The Next Step 
destination survey, about 80% responded, which is a 
tremendous response for this type of study. 

This positive data further verifies the excellent education that 
Isis High provides for its young people. Parents and the 
community can be assured that when students enrol at Isis 
High they will obtain an education that allows for quality 
outcomes into the future. Further information is available by 
contacting me at the school.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Towards the end of last term Isis District State High School 
received notification that we had won the State Award, senior 
school category, of the 2007 Anzac Day Schools’  Awards. 
The Award is $1000 plus a commemorative plaque.  The 
Award will be presented to the school by a Federal Member of 
Parliament or a government representative some time this 
term.  

 
Luke, Bradley and Jenna pay respect to Australian soldiers in the 

school ANZAC ceremony. 

The Award is open to all Australian primary and secondary 
schools. Entries must show the activities undertaken to 
commemorate Anzac Day including the involvement of the 
local veterans. Isis High appreciates the support given by the 
local community and this, along with the high level of 
participation by our students, contributed to our success in the 
competition.  Thanks goes to Mrs Davey (formerly Gauci) and 
Mrs Fennell for the hours of work they spent writing the script 
and preparing the submission.  

 
Brendan plays The Last Post 

Denise Fox – Head of Department, Social Science 
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At 5:30am on the 22 August Year 11 students boarded the bus 
in rainy conditions to travel to Jacob’s Well.  The purpose of 
the camp was to learn about ecology and conservation through 
various ‘hands on’ and observation techniques.  However 
many of the planned activities did not take place due to very 
windy and rainy weather. Students kept their spirits high 
through freshwater and mangrove studies and were surprised 
with a tour of the northern Gold Coast where they observed 
first hand the effects of rapid human population growth on the 
environment.  Despite the rain, significant learning was 
completed, a good time was had by all and the camp was 
deemed successful.  

Murphy and Stephanie– Year 11 Students 
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Fruit, Pancakes, Bacon, Egg, Tomato Burgers and Milo – 
what a wonderful breakfast and social gathering. 

Breakfast Club happens every Thursday morning in the main 
campus Home Economics Room.  All students and parents are 
welcome, in fact we would appreciate any parent or 
community volunteers who have an hour to spare Thursday 
mornings from around 8:00am onwards.  If you are able to 
assist in this very casual rewarding atmosphere please contact 
the school or David Marshall (4192 1222) or just turn up on 
the day! 

Karen Webb – Registrar 
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The school’s telephone system now includes a mailbox system 
for the reporting of student absences. If your child is absent 
you are now able to phone the school at any time and leave a 
message by leaving your name and the name, date, duration 
and reason for your child’s absence. The number to call is 
4192 1260. 

Karen Webb – Registrar 
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Religious Education at Isis District State High School is 
offered by a collaborative effort of the Childers Ministers’ 
Fraternal. Religious Education for students in Term Four will 
commence on Monday 15 October and continue on Mondays 
and Tuesdays for the following four weeks. It is offered in one 
of each student’s regular timetabled classes with the usual 
subject teacher in attendance. The School Chaplain, Justin 
Stevenson also supports this program.  

Parents who consider there is a legitimate reason for their 
children not attending these classes should confirm this reason 
by letter to the office (if not already provided). Please contact 
Mr Cook on 4192 1222 should you have any concerns in this 
area. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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