23 November, 2007

Last week was a very busy week with a number of celebrations. It commenced with the Year 12
Graduation Dinner which was held on Wednesday evening at the Isis Cultural Centre. This
marked the completion of twelve years of formal schooling for yet another cohort of students. The
evening was well attended by Year 12 graduating students and their parents/carers and as usual
it was a wonderful night of memories and celebration.

Last Friday the school had a visit from the Federal Member for Hinkler, Mr Paul Neville, and
Queensland Senator Mr Barnaby Joyce. Earlier in the year the school was awarded first prize for
its 2007 Anzac Day ceremony. The award presentation, included a book, a plaque and a cheque
for $1000 which will be used to fund future Isis High Anzac Day ceremonies.

Recently the 2008 School Captains Caitlin and
Brendan and Vice Captain Murphy attended their
first official function representing the school and
laying a wreath at the Remembrance Day
Ceremony held in Childers. They took the
opportunity to get to know some of the Veterans
better and in doing so were also able to promote
themselves, as leaders, and the good name of
Isis High.

Last week Education Queensland released the
2007 School Opinion Survey data. The survey
measures the ‘satisfaction level’ of key groups

within the school community and then Sudert leaders Murphy, Caitlin and Brendan

compares each school with all other like participatein the Chil ders Remembrance Day
schools throughout the state. The survey ceremony

measures such topics as: student outcomes,

curriculum, pedagogy (teaching methods),

learning climate, school-community relations and resources. There is good news again this year
with parents rating Isis High above the average for ‘Like Schools’ in all the topics while students
rated the topics well above the ‘Like Schools’ average. This is very good news for the Isis District
as the results are an outcome of this school community’s positive and supportive approach to
educating our young people. A copy of the data is available at the school and will also appear on
the school’s web site in the future.

As we move rapidly towards the end of the 2007 school year it is important that all students
remain on task and attend regularly. With a staggered finish to the school year there is often
pressure on parents from their younger students to finish early. While subject area exams will
continue over the next few weeks for many of our younger students, my message to parents is
that teachers will continue to maintain interesting and worthwhile learning activities until school
concludes.

Finally, as this is the last school newsletter for our current group of Year 10 and Year 11
students, on behalf of the school, | would like to wish them and their families a safe and
enjoyable summer vacation.

Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
26 Nov Senior Camp
28 Nov Year 10 End of Year Excursion
30 Nov Last day for Year 11 & 10 students
30 Nov Year 12 Exit Statement/VET Certificates/References available 8:45am to 10:00am
03 Dec Year 7/8 Trandtion
07 Dec Year 10 &11 Semester Report & Year 10 Certificate available 8:45am to 10:00am
11 Dec Year 8 & 9 Semester Reports distributed to students
11 Dec Year 8 & 9 End of Year Excursion
14 Dec Last day of school
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Since the last Newd etter, further student leaders have been
confirmed in their positions. Senior Leaders are those Y ear 12
students who by their previous actions demondgtrate a capacity
to act as very good role models for other students and assume
aleadership position within the student community. These
students nominate for this position and are assessed and
interviewed by a panel that includesthe Principal, a P& C
member, the Year 11 Coordinator and school Captain’s.
Senior Leadersfor 2008 are:

(Back I-r) [Name withheld], Melanie, Mellissa, Hayley, Lisa,
Lachlan, Mr French, Kristen, [Name withheld], Kate, Sheree,
Laura, Jake (Front I-r) Ashley, Jessica, Sephanie, Jessica,
Cameron (Vice-Captain), Brendan (School Captain) Caitlin
(School Captain), Murphy (Vice-Captain), Kiara, Holly, Emma,
Jonathon

House Captains and House Vice-Captains have a particular
responsibility to assist the Sports Coordinator, particularly in
organising students for inter-house sporting carnivals.
Students nominate for these |eadership positions and el ections
are conducted by each of the Houses. House Captains and
Vice-Captains for 2008 are:

(Back I-r House Vice Captains) Pindar: Benjamin, [Name
withheld] Trojan: Zachary, Hayley, Vesta: Jason, Terri-Lee
(Absent: Badilla: Matthew, Emily) (Front I-r House Captains)
Brock, Murphy Pindar: Jake, Kristen, Trojan: Jake, Mellissa
Vesta: Jonathon, Sheree

Thisleaves only the Student Council |eadership positions for
each of the year levelsto be determined. Nominations and
elections for these positionswill be completed in the first
three weeks of 2008. Congratulations to all of those students
elected to leadership positions thus far and best wishes for a
successful 2008.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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A glance over the newsletters for 2007 reveal s a wide range of
stories detailing excellent student achievement. Though the
school year isdrawing to a close the achievements of students
continue to occur.

Year 12 student Jessica, has been completing a school -based
traineeship as an Aged Care Nurse at Forest View Aged Care
Hostel. Jess has completed her Certificate I11 Aged Care Work
vocational qualification.

Recently, Jessica has received the wonderful news that she has
been successful in being awarded a scholarship to complete
her tertiary undergraduate degree in nursing. The scholarship
isavailable to only 100 studentsliving in rural Augtraia for
students who intend to enrol in an accredited undergraduate
nursing course at an Australian University. Jessicawill now
receive financial assistance of up to $10,000 for each year of
her study in the three year course. Thisisatremendous
achievement and is very well deserved. We wish Jessica all
the best in her nursing studies and ook forward to hearing of
her future achievements.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

The 2007 Leadership Camp for Year 11 students will be
taking place next week and this year, as always, there is great
interest from our Year 11 students with amost sixty students
attending. Thisyear the camp is being held at the Shalom
College Outdoor and Environment Centre “Chaverim” near
Bundaberg. It isan outstanding facility with top class
accommodation and activities.

Ms Bandrowski (Year 11 Coordinator) with the support of
other 1sis High teachers and the School Chaplain have
organised a challenging program which should develop
leadership qualitiesin all students who attend. It isintended
that this leadership camp will motivate these studentsto set
personal goals and strive for excellence throughout 2008.

Trevor French — Principal

The uniform shop will be open on the following dates:
Thursday, 24 January 2008 (9:00am to 12:00noon)
Friday, 25 January 2008 (9.00am to 12noon)
Tuesday, 29 January 2008 (8:00am to 12:00noon)
Wednesday, 30 January 2008 (8:00am to 12:00noon)

Parents are encouraged to purchase uniforms before school

commences in order to be ready for the start of Term 1.

Barbara Butcher — Uniform Convenor
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Isis District High continues to offer many opportunities for
students, to assist them to reach their full potential. Our Year
12 students have now graduated and we look forward to
reading and hearing of their future achievements. Our
students performances continue to compare more than
favourably with studentsin bigger and (supposedly) more
prestigious schooals. In addition, several Year 12 students have
already obtained employment and apprenticeships to secure
their future. No doubt, our departing Year 12'swill join the
growing group of past sudentswho can proudly say they
completed their schooling in ‘the Isis' and have gone on to
great things.

Studentsin other year levels should be aware of Queensland’s
school leaving arrangements. Students have to remain enrolled
at school until they complete Year 10 or turn 16, whichever
comes first. However, after that, students enter a compul sory
part|C| pation phase when they must:

stay in education or training for 2 more years, or

achieve a Queendand Certificate of Education (QCE), or

achieve a Certificate 11 vocationa qudification or higher,

or

acquire a job working at least 25 hours per week, or

have turned 17

Mr Cook talksto Year 10 students (I-r) Gemma, Joshua and
Benjamin about their Year 11 programs for 2008.

Asaresult, we expect all students currently in Years8to 11 to
be back at school next year, apart from those leaving the
district or those who may have gained employment

The 2008 school year commences on Tuesday 29 January
for Year 8, 9 and 11 students only. Studentsin these year
levels will be commencing new courses and there may be
some clarification required of their study program.

Wednesday 30 January will see all students (Years8to 12)
in attendance. Both days will commence with a school
assembly in the Stadium.

Photos for 1D cards will be taken in the first few days of
school and paymentsfor the TAR scheme will be collected
later that same week.

The school office will be open from Monday 21 January and
Administration members will be available that week for
enrolments and/or enquiries. Thereisanotice from the
Uniform Convenor notifying times and dates when she will be
available for uniform sales elsewherein this Newsdletter.

Allan Cook  Deputy Principal
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Thelast day of school for each year levd is:
Year 10& 11  Friday 30 November 2007
Year 8& 9 Friday 14 December 2007

Students will be completing productive school work in classes up
until their last day of school. Year 10 students must bein
attendance at school up to and including, the last day to be
eigible for their Year 10 Certificate. Students who leave schoal
before these days may forfeit their entitlement to a Certificate.

Reporting dates are as follows:

Year 12 Exit Statement/VET Certifi cates/References
Available from the office on Friday,
30 November, 8:45am to 10:00am
If not collected, mailed that after noon.

Year 10 &11 Semester Report & Year 10 Certificate
Available from the office on Friday,
7 December, 8:45amto 10:00am.

Semester Report
Distributed to students Tuesday, 11 December

Anyone with queries should contact me on 4192 1222.
Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

Year 8& 9
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Parents are often surprised at how successful school-based
apprenticeships and traineeships (SATS) are at helping
students to develop greater maturity and insight.

SATsallow studentsto work for an employer and train
towards arecognised qualification while they are till at
school. Y oung people can explore career options and devel op
skills and confidence in their areas of interest.

However, Year 11 or 12 students wishing to undertake a SAT
need to demonstrate the responsibility and commitment to
balance work and training to ensure they continue to make
satisfactory progressin their school subjects.

The availability of SATsis dependent on employers willing to
be involved, just like any other employment situation. With
around 700 different types of apprenticeships and traineeships
available, SATs can suit young people with all kinds of goals
— whether that’ s university, ajob or trade career, TAFE or
other training.

For more information on becoming involved in the SATs
program, please contact Allan Cook on 4192 1222 or visit
www.apprenti ceshipsinfo.gld.gov.au

Allan Cook, Deputy Principal
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The school’ s tel ephone system now includes a mailbox system
for thereporting of student absences. If your child is absent
you are now able to phone the school at any time and leave a
message by leaving your name and the students name, date,
duration and reason for your child's absence. The number to
call is 4192 1260.

Karen Webb — Business Services Manager
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