18 May, 2007

This week the Isis Building Safer Communities Action Team (BSCAT) sub-committee (Coordination and
Promotion of Services), which is committed to ensuring services for the residents of this community,
launched its ‘Important Community Numbers’ calendar at the Isis club. The calendar provides a ready
reckoner for easy access to emergency and other important community services and this will be useful to
both new and long term residents. Community information and access to the community directory can now
also be found at the website: www.isis.gld.gov.au. The sub-committee is also working on a ‘Youth
Assistance Card’ and this is being developed in consultation with the BSCAT team and the youth of this
community. It has been pleasing for me to work with such a professional group of people and to be able to
give something back to the community, a community that gives so much support to this school. | certainly
look forward to the future launch of the “Youth Assistance Card’ and continuing the important community
work of the BSCAT team.

Congratulations to all the students, those who are physically able to, who made the effort to participate in
the school’s annual Cross Country event last week. This school community has identified nine ‘values’ (Care
and Compassion, Doing Your Best, Fair Go, Freedom, Honesty and Trustworthiness, Integrity, Respect,
Responsibility and Understanding and Tolerance and Inclusion) to guide our actions and decision making.
For all students involved, please give yourself a big tick ( ) for doing your best, honesty and
trustworthiness, integrity and responsibility. Both Federal and State governments have made it clear that
schools have a responsibility to partner with parents to ensure our young people are involved in regular
physical activity. Through the efforts of staff and the enthusiasm of the S|gn|f|cant majorlty of respon5|ble
students our annual cross-country event helps to support this ~

concept.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge a new initiative developed by
the Student Leadership team of Mikaela, Harry, Breanna and
Danny. Each week, on school assembly, a ‘True Values’ award is
presented to two students by one of our Senior Leaders. Staff and
students are able to nominate students who they observe doing
good deeds or simply are known to uphold the values of the
school community. Each student receives a $5.00 tuckshop
voucher, which is donated by the P&C. This initiative of rewarding
students for everyday good citizenship has been well received by

both students and staff and is a credit to our 2007 student
leadership team. Well done! Senior Leader Nicole and voucher winner
[Name withheldl

Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

ISIS DISTRICT STATE HIGH SCHOOL
proudly supports and celebrates

with a FORTH CQMI NG EVENTS:
28 May State Education Week (28/05-01/06)
29 May Quality Gallery
31 May Bundaberg Show Holiday
in the school quadrangle on 01Jun Newsletter
11 Jun  Queen's Birthday Holiday
. . 12 Jun P&C Meeting 7:15pm
Tuesday 29 May, 11:30am — 12:30pm 15 1n Nendeter g /-1op
. . 18 Jun  Work Experience (Y ear 11)
Parents, friends and community members 25Jun  Winter Vacation begins
are cordially invited to enjoy student work 09Jul  Student Free Day
and activitiesin a‘carnival-like atmosphere 10Jul  P&C Mesting 7:15pm
to celebrate State Education Week.
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As part of the Year 9 Studies of Society and Environment Unit,
The World Now, Mr Max Francis, aformer member of the
United Nations Peacekeeping Forces, told of his experiencesin
Somalia. Students were able to gain an understanding of what
it would be liketo servein an area of conflict. Mr Francis
showed some of the equipment that soldiers were required to
use. Students were able to experience the weight of a hard hat
and learn of theliving conditionsin Somalia. At the end of his
presentation, Mr Francis expressed to the sudents his
appreciation for their attention and co-operation. We sincerely
thank Mr Francisfor sharing his experiences with us.

Former United Nations ‘ peacekeeper’ in Somalia
addresses Year 9 SOSE students

Denise Fox — Head of Department (Social Science)

IsisHigh's ANZAC Day Ceremony was one of the best
ever in terms of student involvement. The invited guests
were escorted into the Stadium by drummer, Danny, while
local ladies representing the Red Cross formed a Guard of
Honour. Incorporated into the program were two poems
read by the authors themselves, Kirstyn (Yr 12) and
Daniele (Yr 9). The poems were the winning submissions
in a poetry competition on this year’ stheme, War on our
Shores. Students, dressed in costumes graciously supplied
by the Bundaberg Sub-Branch of the RSL, presented
snippets of information which highlighted the impact of
war on the citizens of Australia. Student Council
Representatives from each year level laid a wreath asdid
representatives of the Childers Sub-Branch of the RSL and
Isis Shire Council.

School Captains, Harry and Mikaela
speak at the school Anzac Day ceremony.

Presentations of books about war were made by Mrs Luck
on behalf of the Uniting Church Adult Fellowship and Mr
Max Francis on behalf of the Childers Sub-Branch of the
RSL. We are deeply grateful for the community’ s support
of Isis District State High School. The continuing school
commitment to commemorate Anzac Day in a meaningful
way does much to instil its significance in our young
people.
Denise Fox — Head of Department (Social Science)

Isis District State High School wishes to extend an Invitation to
all Parents and Guardiansto attend the annual Quality Gallery.

Date: Tuesday 29 May Time: 11:30am till 12:30pm

The Quality Gallery will showcase student work, achievements
and skillsin a carnival aimosphere. Subjects and Key Learning
areas are provided with the opportunity to celebrate the
achievement of students judged to have achieved to the very
best of their ability. It isnot a celebration of outstanding
achievement but rather a celebration of individual success.

Held during an
extended lunch
break, students and
guestswill be able
to view selected
student works and
participatein
organised
activitiesthat are
designed to test
both mental and
physical ability and not to forget ones taste buds.

Examples of activities include:
- HPE —askills challenge for sudents
Buskers/Strings Quartet — Music Students
School Radio — playing requests
Art — Face painting
Science/Maths — Brain teasers
Allan Kinna — Deputy Principal

An invitation is extended to former students of Isis District
State High Schoal to join us on Tuesday 29 May and
participate in an Australia wide celebration of Back to School
Day. This day gives past students the opportunity to reconnect
with their school community and to see how it has changed. A
morning tea prepared by current hospitality studentswill be
available as part of our Quality Gallery. If you are interested or
know of the whereabouts of past students, please passthis
information on. An RSV P of attendance on the day can be
made by phoning the school office on 4192 1222 or by email to
fharv3@eqg.edu.au.

Fay Harvey — SAC Home Economics/Hospitality
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The Australian Electoral Commission is encouraging all
schoolsto participatein an Enrol to Vote Week (28 May to 1
June). Theaim of the week isto have all 17 year-old students
who are Australian citizens enrol onto the Australian Electoral
Register so that they are eligible to vote once they turn 18 years
of age. ISsDidrict State High School will be participating in
thisactivity and sudentswho fit the digibility criteria (over 17
year old Augralian citizens) will be able to enral in that week.
For further information you can call 1300 2ENROL, visit the
www.enroltovoteweek.com.au or contact me.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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The school’ s tel ephone system now includes a mailbox system
for thereporting of student absences. If your child is absent
you are now able to phone the school at any time and leave a
message by leaving your name and the student name, date,
duration and reason for your child's absence. The number to
call is 4192 1260.

Karen Webb — Registrar
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Our school’ s Responsible Behaviour Plan for Students
incorporates a system known as the Merit Award to recognise
those students contributing to and promoting the good image of
the school. The processis described fully on page 12 of the
Student Homework Diary.

While quite alarge number of students are nominated by
teachers for consideration asa Merit Award student,
nominations are also able to be completed by students or
parents. Nominations for Merit Award scrutiny may be | eft at
the school office no later than next Wednesday 23 May.

Allan Cook - Deputy Principal
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Expressions of interest are now being called for persons
interested in acting as Chief Community Representatives for
the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) test to be held for Year 12
students at this school on Tuesday 4 September and
Wednesday 5 September 2007. Information, including position
description, payment details and application forms are
available from the school office. Applications close at the
schooal office on Friday 25 May 2007.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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The school Tuckshop is operated by the Parents and Citizens
Association under the wonderful management of Convenor,
Mrs Jaki Graver. It provides an excellent service to students
(and staff) ensuring nutritious food that complies with the State
Government’s Smart Choices (Healthy Food and Drink Supply
Strategy) and isalso extremely tasty. It isalso the main income
earner for the P& C which supportsthe learning of all students
at the school by contributing money to school resources and
facilities. For example, the improved temperature and sound
conditions provided at the stadium were obtained through such
P& C funds.

Regrettably, in recent times, an increasing number of students
are abusing the school privilege of allowing them at Recess 1,
with their parent’s permission, to go to town to complete parent
errands. Whilein town, food is purchased from businesses
(often that does not comply with the Smart Choi ces strategy),
which effectively is diverting money from the school’s P& C
and ultimately the resources available for all students. The
school has a so received feedback from the community
suggesting that some students while in the town, during Recess
1, are not meeting our normal expectations for student
behaviour while out of school. Thisis becoming a significant
concern to both the school and the P& C.

Consequently, the school intendsto review the procedures
relating to the school responding to parent requeststo release
thelr students during recess to visit town. In the short term, the
co-operation of parents (and students) isrequested in
supporting the school not allowing students to attend town, as a
matter of course, particularly if it isfor the sole purpose of
purchasing food that should rightly be purchased from the
schooal tuckshop. The school intendsto more closely monitor
the reasons for sudents leaving the school, the authenticity of
some notes being provided and the frequency with which some
students seek to leave the school. It ishoped that parents
support the school in these actions for the benefit of all. Any
feedback that parents might have would be most welcome.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal

The school Policy around the use of these items at school is
very clear and appears on page 6 of the Student Homework
Diary. The school’s preference is that they should not be
brought to school as the school cannot be responsible for the
safekeeping of these items and secondly they have a potentia
to cause disruption. Certainly, they should not be activated
during classtime. Two further issues are causing concern in
relation to these devices. Students who have IPODS or MP3
players at school tend to have the ‘ear buds' perennially in their
ears. This causes ongoing problems in attempting to
communicate with the sudentsin the playground (and
occasionally in class). It also can lead to animosity and conflict
with other students. It is not unreasonabl e to expect that
students can attend the hours of a school day without the need
for constant stimulation provided by these electronic players.

A second issue emerging relates to students waiting to be
served at the school tuckshop and again listening to electronic
music players or involved in a conversation (or texting) on
their mobile phone. This causes substantial disruption to the
service provided and subsequently causes delay to other
students waiting in line. As aresult, the Tuckshop Convenor
has been asked not to provide service to those students
involved in such activities and they should leave the queue and
rejoin it when their conversation (or music) is concluded.

Staff members have been instructed to be particularly vigilant
over these two mattersin coming weeks and where breeches
arise staff will follow the requirements of the Responsible
Behaviour Plan for Students and confiscate the devices until
the end of the school day. It ishoped that parents support the
schooal in its move to ensure the school provides a suitable
environment for all. For further information, please contact me
on 4192 1222.

Allan Cook — Deputy Principal
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From Monday 21 May breakfast will be available at the
Tuckshop before schoal. 1t will consist of a cup of Milo with
either atoasted dice of fruit loaf or 2 pieces of toast with
Vegemite. The cost will be $2.00.

Jaki Graver — Tuckshop Convenor
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