
 
 

16 March, 2007 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 �� 
 
 
 � � 
 �

Once again it is that time of the year when developing parental involvement in school becomes a serious issue. 
Congratulations to our P & C Executive members who have taken on part of this role for the year. For Mrs Chris 
Kingston [President], Mr Paul Nicol [Vice President], Mrs Flora Barwick [Treasurer] and Mrs Barb Jenkins 
(Secretary], this is continuing service.  The school certainly appreciates the support provided by the Executive 
throughout 2006 and we look forward to strengthening our partnership throughout 2007 and beyond.  

One of the many duties of the P&C each year is to endorse the school’s Annual Operational Plan which is then 
sent to our District Office in Bundaberg for scrutiny and approval. This year there are five priority areas that the 
school community will concentrate on. These include: Middle Schooling (Years 8 and 9) and Senior Schooling 
(Years 10, 11 and 12) initiatives, Literacy, Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) and Partners for 
Success (closing the gap between the educational performance of Indigenous and non-Indigenous students). 

While the school has five priority areas, literacy remains at the top of the priority list. This year the school will 
continue to develop its Community Literacy Program (CLiPs) which proved very successful in 2005 and 2006. The 
school has trained about thirty tutors since the program commenced at the beginning of 2005 and a significant 
number of these community tutors continue to provide service to the students of this school. This year we are 
training a further twelve volunteers who will graduate from our program early in Term 3. I would like to 
acknowledge the work of our Youth Community Programs coordinator, Judy English-Ellis who has been so 
successful in maintaining community interest in this very important project. I would also like to thank all of our new 
volunteer tutors for taking up the challenge of this very important work as we all know that ‘literacy is the key to 
learning’. Once again this year Mrs Judy Martin 
(Learning Support Teacher) will work one on one with 
students in the Middle Schooling years as well as 
supporting the work of our Community Literacy 
Program tutors. All students involved in this exciting 
project will be tested at the beginning and at the end of 
the program. This way we will be able to report on the 
progress each student makes and determine the need, 
if any, for future assistance. In 2006 Year 8 students 
with a reading age of 13+ increased from 68% at the 
beginning of the year to 88% by the end of the year. 
This is certainly very strong evidence that our programs 
are working. 

Congratulations to Year 12 students Mikaela, Harry and 
Kelvin who participated in the 2007 Lions Youth of the 
Year which commenced with the local competition 
being held at the Isis Club in Childers recently. Special 
congratulations to Harry, School Captain, who has 
made it through to the next level of competition. Well 
done!  

Kind Regards,  

Trevor French – Principal 
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This year, three senior students entered our local 
competition, Mikaela, Kelvin and Harry. As 
usual, the club provided excellent hospitality and 
support for students. 

Speaking on a number of different topics, all 
three students entertained the spectators on the 

night. All addressed 
the impromptu 
topics clearly and 
knowledgably. 

Congratulations to 
Harry who won 
both the speaking 
competition as well 
as becoming the 
2007 Lions Youth 
of the Year for the 
District. Harry has 

also contested the next section of the competition 
and has now progressed to the third level. We 
wish him well as he represents us and hope he 
succeeds. 

If Harry progresses through the third level, the 
Childers Club is the host for the next level. It 
would be wonderful to see a local representative 
still in the competition when Childers is host. 

Adrian Jones – Head of English 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
21 Mar School Social 
30 Mar Newsletter 
03 Apr P&C Meeting at Howard SS 7:15pm 
05 Apr Last day of term 1 
06 Apr Good Friday 
09 Apr Easter Monday 
16 Apr Student Free Day 
17 Apr School starts for Term 2 

Mikaela, Kelvin and Harry competed in the Lions 
Youth of the Year 



 

Lauren and Tammy get into the spirit of the clean-up 
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The Australian community is now very familiar with the 
national Clean Up Australia campaign.  Every year hundreds 
of thousands of Australians help clean up their local 
environment on Clean Up Australia Day. It is a way in which 
we can all make a contribution to keeping the Australian 
environment a great place in which to live. In recent years, a 
Schools Clean Up day has been conducted on the Friday 
before the Clean Up Australia Day.  

 

This year Isis District State High School decided to participate 
in the Clean Up Schools day for the first time. The Senior 
Leaders of the school were teamed with groups of Year 8 
students and assigned to areas around the school, particularly 
fencelines of the school that border onto community areas and 
footpaths. Students contributed enthusiastically and made a 
meaningful contribution to the clean up. Of course, the 
important community values developed as a result of this 
exercise are also critical to growth of our young people.  

 

Well done to Mrs McAuley who coordinated the activity and 
to students who participated. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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With just three weeks of the term remaining, most students are 
now entering a round of assignment submission and class 
tests. Students should be increasing their work rate at home to 
ensure they give themselves the greatest opportunity of 
obtaining the results they deserve for their efforts during the 
term. The Student Handbook and Homework Diary (page 16-
17) contains information on school policies relating to 
assessment. The importance of submitting assignments by the 
due date in order for marks to be allocated is emphasised. For 

example, where teacher monitoring of student work shows 
that it is unlikely a student will be able to submit his/her 
assignment on time, the policy describes a process where 
parents are informed by letter so that they can support the 
student in taking steps to ensure the assignment is submitted. 
The policy also describes the procedure to be followed if a 
student is absent on the day of assessment. In addition to the 
Student Handbook information, parents are reminded that all 
students were issued with an Assessment Planner for Semester 
One on Friday 16 February. This useful document details 
assessments for students in their subjects, allowing them to 
plan a manageable program of revision for their tests. Further 
copies are available from the school office. Students were 
reminded of the importance of preparing for their assessment 
on school assembly this week. 

After assessments are finalised, teachers will be completing 
Progress Reports on student performance at school so far this 
year. Reports will be issued to students on the first Friday of 
Term 2, 20 April. At the same time, information on the first 
parent-teacher interview evening for the year (scheduled for 
01 May) will be distributed. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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International Women’s 
Day was celebrated last 
Thursday at the Isis 
Club in Childers with a 
breakfast for 75 senior 
female students and 
their mums. It was 
going to be a small 
breakfast at school for 
Year 11 and 12 
students, but Isis 
District State High 
School teachers 
Elizabeth Clout and Fay 
Harvey saw the 
potential for something 
bigger. “We thought, 
why not do it as a 
community and it was 
really good that kids 

came with their mums,”  Mrs Harvey said. She added “The 
idea for celebration came 
about because it had not 
been done in previous 
years.”  
Once the teachers 
decided to make it a 
community celebration 
the Neighbourhood 
Centre jumped on board 
and word of mouth did 
the rest. 

“ If we do it again next 
year, I think we would 
expect about 100 
people,”  Mrs Harvey 
said. “ It will only get 
bigger.”  Childers 
women Carol Marvell and Channel Seven reporter Katie 
Blowers spoke at the breakfast – both women have worked in 
non-traditional female roles.  

Fay Harvey and Elizabeth Clout – Coordinators 

Katie Blowers and Carol Marvell 

Year 12 student Talisa was key 
organiser 

Tiffany, Bonnie and Tiffany led the way in the clean-
up 
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Isis District State High was quick to take on the concept of 
school-based apprentices and trainees as soon as the initiative 
was introduced by the government over six years ago. In 
partnership with the businesses that support this school 
community, young people have taken the opportunity to 
commence a career pathway while still completing their senior 
studies. One of the organisations among the first to be 
involved in this project was the Forest View Aged Care 
Hostel. Under the leadership of Hostel Manager, Mrs Jenny 
Nixon the school has formed a positive partnership that has 
seen several students gain qualifications in Aged Care through 
work at the Hostel.  

Recently, Year 12 
student, Carla 
completed her 
Certificate III in Aged 
Care. Carla 
commenced her 
certificate late in Year 
10 and it is a very 
commendable effort 
by Carla to have 
completed her 
qualification so early 
in Year 12. Well done. 
 

Parents or employers who would like further information on 
the operation of school-based traineeships/apprenticeships can 
contact me at the school on 4192 1222. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal  
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Isis District State High takes a serious view of the need for 
students to eat healthily. Under the leadership of the school 
P&C Association and Tuckshop Convenor, Jaki Graver the 
tuckshop menu has been overhauled recently to ensure a range 
of healthy and tasty options. Parents can support the school by 
ensuring a range of healthy snacks are available at home. 

·  Talk to your child about which snacks they like to have at 
snack time. Come up with a list of healthy options together 
and be sure to include a variety of fresh fruits and 
vegetables.  

·  Take your child along to the grocery store and spend some 
time reading the nutrition facts labels and comparing 
products. Pay attention to the amounts of protein, fibre, 
calcium, and other important nutrients. Being involved in 
the process makes it more likely that your  child will 
learn to make healthy food choices. 

·  Make healthy snacks easily available by packing them in 
their lunchboxes or backpacks or by having them visible and 
ready-to-eat at home. 

·  If you©re at home after school, kids may enjoy a fruit 
smoothie, mini-pitas with dip, or whole-grain crackers 
topped with cheese and pear slices. 

·  Other options include trail mix, nuts, low-sugar dry cereal, 
whole-grain mini-muffins, and dried fruits. These types of 
foods are especially helpful if your child plays a sport after 
school and needs a quick energy boost. 

The best strategy is to leave something healthy front and 
centre on the kitchen counter or in the refrigerator. A hungry 
child, like a hungry adult, is likely to take the path of least 
resistance. 

Monique Anderson – School Nurse 
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The Childers Markets, organised by the Isis District High School 
P&C Association, will be having their first market on Saturday 17 
March 2007 at the Hinkler Street Campus. We are trying a new 
format by having the markets on Saturday, in the hopes that 
shoppers who come to town on Saturday will call in to the 
markets to see what is available from local suppliers.  

The gates will be open at 6:00am and we expect to run until about 
12:00 noon. The usual canteen goodies, bacon and egg toasted 
sandwiches, sausage sizzle, tea, coffee and soft drinks will be 
available. We are looking forward to a very successful year and 
hope to see old and new friends on 17 March. 

Please contact Flora Barwick (4126 1442), Chris Kingston (4126 
2931) or the school (4192 1222) if you have any questions. 

Flora Barwick – Coordinator 
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For students who are wishing to access the dental services at 
the mobile van, there are still quite a few medical consent 
forms not returned, particularly amongst Year 8. These must 
be completed prior to any service being provided, so please 
have them signed and returned ASAP. 

Narelle Russo – Dental Therapists 
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The school’s telephone system now includes a mailbox system 
for the reporting of student absences. If your child is absent 
you are now able to phone the school at any time and leave a 
message by leaving your name and the name, date, duration 
and reason for your child’s absence. The number to call is 
4192 1260. 

Karen Webb – Registrar 
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