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Recently, I travelled to Brisbane to attend the TJ Ryan Memorial Medal – Finding Future Leaders 
presentation, which was held at Queensland Parliament House. This is a prestigious award 
presented to the top ten Year 12 graduates each 
year. Bryce, 2006 School Captain, was one of the ten 
students from across the state selected. Six state 
schools and four private schools were represented. It 
was an outstanding ceremony with high praise 
heaped on Bryce and Isis District SHS by Master of 
Ceremonies, Mrs Rachel Hunter (Director General, 
Department of Education, Training and the Arts) and 
Rod Welford MP, Minister for Education and Training 
and Minister for the Arts. The school community 
should take great pride in the achievements of Bryce 
and their school. 

This week, I would like to also acknowledge another 
great performance with Year 12 student Mikaela 
(2007 School Captain) selected to take part in the Griffith University/National Parks Association 
of Queensland study at Lamington National Park. In the opening ceremony, on 24 March, the 
Governor of Queensland acknowledged Mikaela and other young people for their enthusiasm 
and commitment to the community and the environment.   

These are outstanding achievements for Bryce and Mikaela as it demonstrates a huge capacity 
by our young people, in the Isis District, to compete at the highest levels and succeed. 

This week, on school assembly, I congratulated all students who have made a concerted effort, 
throughout term 1, to embrace the many opportunities provided by this school community. The 
philosophy of this school community continues to ensure a commitment to providing quality 
learning opportunities that enable all students to achieve within a safe, supportive and disciplined 
learning environment. The school has a proud record of ensuring that there are pathways for all 
our students, not just the 30% of young people statewide who choose a tertiary education.  

As the first term, for 2007, draws to a close I would like to thank you all for your continuing 
support and wish the whole school community a safe, healthy and enjoyable Easter vacation 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 
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Students have now almost completed their first 
term’s work and assessments and are no doubt 
looking forward to the much anticipated Easter 
vacation. Progress Reports describing student 
performance during Term One are presently being 
compiled and will be distributed on the first 
Friday of Term Two (20 Apr il).  
On that day, students will also be given 
information for their parents on the Semester One 
Parent-Teacher Interview Evening , which is set 
down for Tuesday 1 May. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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The Easter vacation commences at the end of next 
week. The last day of school is Thursday 5 April. 
Monday, 16 April is a Student-Free Day when 
staff only report to school. Teachers will be 
involved in workshops and meetings throughout 

the day on ‘best practice’  ways of implementing 
new English, Mathematics and Technology 
syllabuses in Years 8 to 10.  

The first day of Term Two for  students will be 
Tuesday 17 April when all students should be 
in attendance at school.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
03 Apr P&C Meeting at Howard SS 7:15pm 
05 Apr Last day of term 1 
06 Apr Good Friday 
09 Apr Easter Monday 
16 Apr Student Free Day 
17 Apr School starts for Term Two 
25 Apr Anzac Day 
30 Apr Nu Path Training (30 Apr-04 May) 
07 May Labour Day 
08 May P&C Meeting 7:15pm 
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Mikaela, School Captain has been awarded a National Parks 
Association of Queensland bursary to take part in a Climate 
Change Research Project known as Biodiversity at the 
Heights.  

The project involves 
students working 
with some 35 
research scientists 
from many nations in 
the Lamington 
National Park in the 
Gold Coast 
Hinterland. The 
project is a joint 
initiative of 
institutions such as 
Griffith University, 
the Queensland 

Museum and The Smithsonian (USA). One of the aims is to 
educate the public about the importance of the natural world 
and preserve biodiversity into the future. 

Mikaela was one of just ten young Queenslanders awarded a 
bursary to be involved in the valuable project. The school 
community congratulates Mikaela and wishes her the very 
best for this important activity. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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This past Friday the Student Council ran our Shave for a Cure 
fundraiser. This year was the most successful year, both in 
terms of participation and fundraising. We had 20 students 
colour their hair – each raising between $20 and $200.  

Special mention must go to the following girls for their 
fundraising efforts – Nicole and Haylee (raising $200), 
Breanna and Kristy (raising $193.70) and Cara (raising 
$193.40). As extra incentive for students to donate this year, 
the challenge was given to raise over $600 to see Justin the 
school Chaplain and Mr Leyman, drama teacher, get their 
heads shaved. Students exceeded this by raising over $1500. 

Congratulations to all those who participated on the day and 
those who assisted in running the actual event – it was a huge 
success. 

 
Justin Stevenson, School Chaplain and Michael Leyman, Teacher 

with their new hair cuts. 

Mellissa Fennell – Coordinator 
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After many weeks of preparation including making 1000 
orange origami 
cranes which are a 
symbol of peace, 
staff and students 
were able to enjoy a 
number of activities 
held in the Stadium 
during recess.  The 
1000 orange cranes 
were suspended 
from the ceiling to 
provide a unique backdrop for the festivities.  Body art, crane 
making, whole school painting and sampling orange foods 
proved to be popular with the students as they watched and 
were entertained by the Flaming Sands Dance and Drumming 
Group. 

Sheree, Jay, [name removed] #, Denae and Haydn  
Harmony Day focuses on celebrating diversity, tolerance and 
peace.  

 Fay Harvey and Liz Clout – Coordinators 
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On Wednesday, 21 March, we were fortunate to have two 
guest presenters from CQU (Central Queensland University) 

visit our school. Stephen 
Chadwick and Cheri Yavu-
Kama-Harathunian came to 
speak to the Year 10s about 
Harmony Day and how 
important it is to know where 
we came from – our heritage. 
From the information 
presented to us we realised 
just how great our country is 
and how lucky we are to live 

in a country full of 
opportunities and freedom. 
Their presentation also 
supported many of us with 
our current SOSE unit – 

Immigration. 

All students felt the presentation was inspiring and we learnt 
much from their research of Australian culture. Overall, the 
presentation was a success and a truly enjoyable experience.  

We are very grateful for our guest speakers giving up their 
time to enlighten us about the importance of Harmony Day.

Stephen Chadwick and Cheri 
Yavu-Kama-Harathunian – 

presenters from CQU. 



 

 
Jenny, Joshua, Sarah, Jade, Emily and Zachary  

Jessica and Jenny– Students 
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On Thursday 22 March, the Senior Isis Debating team 
consisting of Natasha, Alicia and Kelvin argued the topic that 
Schoolies Week Should Be Banned throughout Australia, 
against Gin Gin State High School. Although we were 
unsuccessful in winning the debate as the Gin Gin students 
were stronger, more experienced competitors, we discovered 
that there are many different ideas and opinions about 
Schoolies week. 

Congratulations must go to the Gin Gin team as they were 
excellent competitors and were great public speakers. We 
want to thank Mrs Fennell for all her time and effort in 
helping us during our preparations and to the Apex Club for 
being our adjudicators and for their positive feedback, which 
will inevitably help us with our next debate against one of the 
other Isis High teams.  

Alicia, Natasha and Kelvin  

Natasha and Alicia– Year 12 Students 
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GRAB A GREAT READ FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

The Resource Centre at Isis High proudly promotes reading 
for everybody by providing a wide range of fiction and non-
fiction books, catering to the varied interests and abilities of 
all our clients. We have recently introduced some bright new 
lounge chairs to create a comfortable, quiet environment for 
reading at recesses or before school. New fiction books are 
purchased regularly and can be seen displayed in our New 
Arrivals area. Check it out some time. 

The Easter holidays will give everybody a little extra time to 
relax and what better way than with a good book. Come and 
see what is available in the library over the next week and let 
something grab your attention. Borrow it and you will be 

guaranteed a good time. You might be caught up in an 
adventure, lost in a fantasy or puzzling over a crime scene – 
whichever way you go it will entertain you.  

Let the library staff know what your interests are and we will 
be more than happy to help you grab a great read for the 
holidays. 

Tricia Heap – Librarian 
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Nominations are now being accepted for the Australasian 
School Science Competition for 2007. The cost is $6.00 and 
payment must be received by Monday 2 April. The Australian 
National Chemistry Quiz will be available a little later in the 
term and will cost $4.00. These quizzes enable students to 
participate in challenging activities with students from all 
Australian states as well as those from New Zealand and Asia. 
The skills students develop through participation in these 
quizzes are particularly useful in a range of studies in future 
years. I would encourage all students to get organised, 
nominate at the school office and “have a go” . 

Jeff Palmer – Head of Science 
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The school’s telephone system now includes a mailbox system 
for the reporting of student absences. If your child is absent 
you are now able to phone the school at any time and leave a 
message by leaving your name and the student name, date, 
duration and reason for your child’s absence. The number to 
call is 4192 1260. 

Karen Webb – Registrar 
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