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This year the School Opinion Survey will be administered during the week beginning Monday 6 August 
2007. The School Opinion Survey is administered each year by Education Queensland in all state schools. 
The survey includes all staff, all Year 9 and Year 11 students and a statistical sample of parents. In a school 
the size of Isis High that means thirty (30) parents. Staff and students will complete the survey at school 
while the thirty parents will receive their survey by mail. It is important that you assist us by completing the 
survey and returning it to the school by the due date. An information package will accompany this survey 
and this will detail timelines, etc. The completed surveys are packaged and returned to Education 
Queensland for processing. Last year, the School Opinion Survey results were very positive with your local 
school (Isis High) comparing very well with other state high schools throughout Queensland. We continue to 
work hard with the wider community in the areas of curriculum development, shared teaching and learning, 
better IT infrastructure and improved facilities to ensure a positive learning environment where each student 
is able to achieve to their full potential resulting in a worthwhile pathway that will lead them towards their 
future career aspirations. 

Literacy - Over recent years our school has established a relentless focus on enhancing the literacy learning 
of all our students especially those who are below their reading age. As well as the ongoing good teaching 
the school has established an innovative “Community Literacy Program in Schools” (CLiPs) project that 
enhances the school’s capacity to deal with literacy issues. In 2006 the 13+ reading age of our Year 8’s 
increased from 68% at the start of Year 8, to 88% by the end of Year 8 which is quite a dramatic 
improvement in the percentage of students whose reading age is now age appropriate, an outcome that we 
are extremely proud of. 

Information Communication Technologies (ICT’s) - Isis High has a computer ratio of better than 1:3 (one 
computer for every three students) which far exceeds Education Queensland’s 1:5 target and includes nine 
speciality computer laboratories, laptops, data projectors, digital videos, digital cameras and digital editing 
equipment. Our school acknowledges the significance of ICT to the global community and the need for 
students to master ICT in order to function within society as an active and productive citizen. We believe 
that we are being very successful as the school obtained an impressive School ICT Index Report in 2006 
including; a ‘AA’ rating in the area of Enabling Teaching and Learning, a ‘AA’ rating in the area of 
Supporting Learners and a ‘AAA’ rating in the area of Building Infrastructure. 

Facilities and Resources – The school has also been very successful, in recent years, attracting funding to 
enhance school facilities and resources providing the best possible learning environment for our students; a 
physical environment that most other school communities would love to have. The significant upgrades to 
the school’s facilities and resources, in excess of $1,000,000.00 in the last four years, have complemented 
the other outstanding facilities and resources such as the magnificent sports stadium. 

Student Achievement - While all the above are great achievements the significant measure for any school is 
the level of academic and vocational success of its young people. Isis High continues to maintain a strong 
tradition of high academic achievement as the following results demonstrate. Our 2006 Year 12 Graduates 
achieved great academic outcomes. In an outstanding effort, two students obtained the highest possible 
Overall Position (OP) Score of OP1.  Other OP eligible students also performed very well with 15% of our 
OP eligible students being placed in the range 1 to 3 compared to 9% throughout Queensland and 50% of 
our students placed between 1 and 10 compared to 42% in Queensland. In the area of Vocational 
Education a significant proportion of our students study Certificate I & II courses at school and through 
Bundaberg TAFE and/or are completing school-based traineeships and apprenticeships. To top off an 
excellent year in 2006, a Year 12 graduate was awarded an Australian Student Vocational Award. As 
principal, it is easy to be proud of our students’ amazing achievements. 

Finally in this newsletter, I advised the P&C at the July P&C meeting held earlier this month that I would be 
taking ‘Long Service Leave’ from Monday 30 July for the remainder of Term 3. During this leave I will be 
taking the opportunity of some overseas travel and catching up with overseas family. During this leave 
period, Mr Allan Cook will act as Principal while Mr Andy Davey will take on Mr Cook’s Deputy Principal role. 
I look forward to returning at the commencement of Term 4.  

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
31 Jul Parent-Teacher Interview Evening  14 Aug  P&C Meeting 7:15pm 
03 Aug Bundaberg Careers Expo   15 Aug School Social 
10 Aug School Track & Field Carnival  28 Aug Parent Information Evening 
10 Aug Newsletter    17 Sept Australian Business Week (17-21 Sept) 
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Congratulations! 
Isis High presented their spectacular 2007 Rock Eisteddfod 

entry Dreams on a journey at the Childers Community 
Launch last Monday in the Stadium. Over 400 parents and 
supporters were treated to a dazzling array of student talent in 
the form of dancing, acrobatic skill and wonderful 
choreography. The production was performed twice to a truly 
appreciative and amazed audience. As with most educational 
activities in this district, it was conducted in conjunction with 
primary schools, with the Childers State School presenting a 
very high quality performance of their Wakakirri entry. Good 
luck to the students and staff of Childers State School in that 
competition. Cordalba State School were kind enough to 
support the evening with their school band and our own Isis 
High Strings Quartet delivered a quality performance. But it 
was the Rock Eisteddfod performance that was the highlight 
(notwithstanding MC Mr Jones’  desperate attempts at 
humour) and no-one could have left the Stadium 
disappointed.  

Of course, everyone must know of the many hours and hours 
of hard work put in by students, staff members and parents to 
come up with such an outstanding eight minutes of sheer 
delight and pride. A Rock Eisteddfod entry is a huge school 
undertaking and the efforts of the whole school community 
and the support of the broader local community cannot be 
commended highly enough. All staff members are deserving 
of thanks for the co-operation they’ ve shown during Rock 
Eisteddfod preparations and those staff who have been 
closely involved in all of the things required for the 
production (such as backsets, props, stage management, 
costumes, make up, music etc.) should be particularly 
thanked. However, I am sure all would agree that a special 
thank you is owing to Coordinators Michelle Kirkland and 
Michael Leyman, whose efforts have been instrumental in 
this successful presentation. By the time this Newsletter is 

read by parents, the result of our performance will be known. 
No matter what the outcome, all involved have benefited 
greatly from the experience and are truly all winners.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Student Semester Reports were distributed last Friday to 
inform parents of student progress. The very important 
activity associated with reports is the Parent-Teacher 
Interview Evening this Tuesday evening (31 July) between 
4:00pm and 7:00pm. This is an excellent opportunity for 
parents to speak directly with their son/daughter’s teachers 
and in particular discuss where their child may not be doing 
as well as anticipated. Teachers are only too happy to speak 
with parents about how students in their classes might 
improve and what has to be done to achieve this. Students 
have been reminded several times in the last week of the 
importance of making appointments with teachers. 
Appointment, for interviews, can continue to be made as late 
as this Monday. I look forward to seeing parents on Tuesday.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Accompanying this newsletter is the Student Assessment 
Planner for Semester Two. It contains the dates of most 
assessments planned in subject areas across all year levels for 
Semester Two, 2007, as at 27 July. Its purpose is to 
encourage and assist students to properly plan and manage 
their study and assignment preparation time. In this way, 
students should avoid unnecessary ‘ last minute’  rushes to 
have work completed on time. Students should study this 
document and note the assessment dates for the subjects they 
are studying. The Homework Diary includes a page (p 22) 
where dates of assessment items, for the particular subjects a 
student is studying, can be collated in one section. Where 
changes to the listed assessment dates need to be made 
students and parents will be advised by insertion in the 
School Newsletter. I would also draw the attention of parents 
to the Assessment and Assignment Policy included in the 
Student Homework Diary on pages 16 & 17. Students should 
identify possible concerns and/or problems (eg. a large 
number of assessments on the one day) and raise them with 
their teacher, Head of Department or Subject Area 
Coordinator, for an explanation or resolution. Students may 
direct any general queries to me. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Each year Education Queensland conducts a ‘ touring’ 
Careers Expo along the coast of Queensland. It includes 
information booths from a range of careers, as well as 
universities, TAFE, agricultural colleges, defence forces and 
employment agencies. The 2007 Careers Expo will be in 
Bundaberg at the Bundaberg Airport (in conjunction with the 
International Airshow) next Friday 3 August.  

Isis High will be taking Year 10 students to the Careers Expo 
during the day to assist them in the completion of their SOSE 
Careers Unit of study. However, there is also an opportunity 
for families to attend a public session from 4:00pm to 7:00pm 
in the evening on that same Friday. It is free of charge to 
students and their parents (when attending together) and is an 
ideal opportunity for young people to obtain more 
information for their future.  

Allan Cook -  Deputy Principal 
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Bree and Breanna hone their 
coffee making skills. 
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Teachers and students in classrooms at the school Annexe 
had no excuses for drowsiness this week with a continual 
waft of espresso coffee coming from the Annexe kitchens. 
Over twenty Year 11 and Year 12 Hospitality students 
completed an intensive week of  training over the last five 
days to commence learning to be a ‘Coffee Barista’ .  The 
school organised Nu-Path Training to visit the school and 
provide tuition to students in learning how to make espresso 
coffee. The training group brings a espresso coffee machine 
so that each student has their own to learn and practise on for 
the entire week. Apart from learning the basics of making a 
good espresso coffee, students also learn the various forms 
from flat white, short black, cappuccino, machiato through to 
some of the artistic versions such as a ‘ layered latte’. 

While students enjoyed the training and have gained a 
valuable employment skill, they have also completed 
nationally recognised vocational competencies that contribute 
to them obtaining a Certificate II in Hospitality.  

Mrs Harvey (Hospitality 
Subject Coordinator) 
organised an excellent 
week of learning for the 
students in what is another 
valuable contribution the 
school provides to support 
student learning in areas 
beyond the basic 
curriculum.  

All students involved 
should be congratulated on 
their participation and I 
would like to thank them 

as someone who was happy to sample the products of their 
training. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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Two musically-skilled Isis High students, Kirsty (Year 12) 
and Caitlin (Year 11) will be refining their playing to an even 
higher level after being selected to participate in the 
Queensland State Honours Ensemble Program (SHEP) in 
Brisbane during the September holidays. 
This well-respected program brings together the finest young 
Queensland string, wind, brass and percussion musicians, 
under the tutelage of a team of eminent international and 
national conductors, in a world-class environment. The 
intensive four-day program of tuition culminates in a gala 
concert in the Conservatorium Theatre, Queensland 
Conservatorium of Music at Griffith University, South Bank.  
  

Kirsty (above right) plays the clarinet and will be attending 
SHEP for the second time after also being selected to attend 
last year’s program. Caitlin, a highly qualified violinist who 
played at last year’s school Awards Ceremony, will be 
attending SHEP for the first time. Both girls are appreciative 
of the school for nominating them and are excited to be 
attending such a wonderful learning opportunity. 
Congratulations to both girls on their selection and best 
wishes for a very enjoyable and rewarding program. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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On Wednesday 18 July 
Year 12 Biology 
students visited the 
University of Southern 
Queensland’s (USQ) 
Hervey Bay campus to 
help solve the murder 
of ‘Harold’ , a local 
baker who had been 
stabbed to death.  The 
students were required 
to collect crime scene 
samples from Harold 
and several knives at 
the scene to determine the murder weapon.  DNA was then 
extracted from the samples using a DNA extraction protocol, 
digested with restriction enzymes and amplified using PCR 
(polymerase chain reaction). Agarose gel electrophoresis was 
then used to examine the restriction digests.  The DNA 
sequences from the PCR samples were used by students to 
access the NIH (National Institute of Health) super computer 
“BLAST”  data base to obtain matches.  The murder weapon 
was identified. 

Studying recombinant DNA technology in the school 
environment is very difficult as it has to be learnt mainly as 
theory. To overcome this Isis High obtained a grant and 
approached USQ to gauge interest in a one day program for 
Year 12 students.  The program was developed in 
consultation with our school and has now been running for 
the past two years and is extremely popular with other local 
high schools. The day has been designed to give students a 
‘hands on’ feel for DNA fingerprinting and recombinant 
DNA technology. Channel 7 and the Fraser Coast Chronicle 
provided excellent media coverage of an excellent day of 
real-life science.  

Andy Davey – Science Head of Department (Acting) 
MANAGING MISBEHAVIOUR 

Lea rn why c hild ren misbehave and  different ways to dea l with their 
misbehaviour. Presented  by Jo King .  Thursday 2 August a t 9:30 to 12:30  

HAPPY TO BE ME 
Build ing  Self Esteem for Child ren and  Adults.  Presented  by M arj Speedy 
Thursday 9 August a t 10:00 to  12:00. Both p rog rams a t 14 Hinkler Street 
with Morning  Tea  supp lied . Please c a ll Rec helle to book on 4126 2464.  

Proud ly bought to you b y Isis Child  Care and  Family Support  Servic e and 
Wide Bay Women's. 

Isis students Nicole, Caitlin and 
Kelvin micropipette a sample of DNA. 


