09 August, 2007

The term ‘punching above your weight’ is sometimes used to describe outstanding achievement
beyond which one should normally expect. It is a phrase that can be well applied to the achievements
of students and the school community of Isis District High. At school assembly on Tuesday, students
were reminded of the outstanding array of opportunities available to them which are the envy of many
larger schools. Isis District High is currently in the midst of a busy period of successful school activities
and outstanding student achievement, as the following demonstrates: -

Letters were recently sent (30 July) to many parents congratulating their child on the high
achievements gained on their Semester One Report;

A successful Parent-Teacher Interview Evening (31 July) allowed parents to discuss the progress
of their children directly with their teachers;

Year 10 students travelled to Bundaberg (03 August) to explore opportunities for their future at the
Queensland Careers Expo, Bundaberg TAFE and the Central Queensland University;

School Captain Harry was presented with a Shield on School Assembly (07August) to recognise
him winning the Wide Bay zone of Quota International Student of the Year competition;

The annual track and field competition is expected to see a wonderful day of strong competition
and enthusiastic house spirit at the Athletics Carnival (09/10 August);

Later this month, Childers will host the Wide Bay regional exhibition of the Minister for Education
Training and the Arts Excellence in Art Awards and three of our students have had pieces
selected for exhibition (see story later in Newsletter);

The practice test (14/15 August) for the Queensland Core Skills test will provide increased
confidence to Year 12 students for the real tests in September.

Isis High has always been eager to ensure parents
are well aware of the wonderful achievements of
students who attend this school and of school
progress, in general. For some years now, the
school has published a School Mid-Year Report
that provides a ‘six-month snapshot’ of school
progress during the first half of the year. While it is
not possible to list each and every aspect of school
operations, it is hoped that the information provided
will be of interest to parents. Please take the time to
read it and appreciate the achievements listed.

Finally, the last Newsletter was published on the

same day that students competed in the Rock Quota International representatives (I-r) Glenys ‘
Eisteddfod Challenge competition. The community Jackson, Christine Smith, Margaret Mitchell and
would now be well aware that the students involved Hellen Wither s from Maryborough congratul ate
gave a dazzling performance at the Brisbane Harry on his Sudent of the Year regional success
Entertainment Centre that earned them Awards of with Mr Jones

Excellence for Performance Skill, Visual

Enhancement, Soundtrack, Costuming and Community Support. Their performance also saw them
selected to participate in the Queensland Final of the Rock Eisteddfod Challenge competition in
Brisbane on the 30 August. A Rock Eisteddfod entry is a huge school undertaking and the efforts of
students, staff and parents cannot be commended highly enough. However, | am sure all would agree
that a special thank you is owing to Coordinators, Michelle Kirkland and Michael Leyman for their
efforts that were instrumental in this successful presentation. While the selection for the finals sees the
need for more rehearsals and fundraising, the opportunity for another performance at the Finals is due
recognition of another tremendous school activity. Well done!

Kind Regards,
Allan Cook — Acting Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

10 Aug School Track & Fied Carniva 21 Aug Volunteers Morning Tea

09 Aug Newsletter 22 Aug Year 11 Biology Trip (22-24 Aug)
04 Sept  QCS Practice Test (14-15 Aug) 24 Aug Newsletter

14 Aug P&C Mesting 7:15pm 28 Aug Parent Information Evening

15 Aug School Socia 30 Aug Rock Eisteddfod Fina




The coming weeks will see Isis High complete the important
subject selection activity for Year 10 students going to Y ear
11 next year and for Year 8 students moving on to Year 9.
Studentsin Year 10 will plan for the next two years of their
life. While other options outside school are available, with
such a high premium on well-skilled employees, most students
choose to complete Year 11 and 12 to attain a Senior
Certificate. Certainly, our school has the expectation that all
studentsin Year 10 will move on to Year 11, unless the
student has definite employment or definite alternate
education. Year 10 students, their parents and the school, will
be required to complete Senior Education and Training Plans
(SET Plans) that will help studentsreview past achievements
and plan a program of education for Years11 and 12. While
the decisions studentsin Year 8 need to make in choosing
Year 9 and 10 subjects are less critical than those of Year 10
students, no less importance is attached to the process by the
school.

The subject selection process for both year levels commences
in the week beginning 20 August. Year 10 studentswill
receive their Subject Selection Booklet on Monday 20 August
and receive talks from various Subject Coordinators and
myself. The same process will occur with Year 8 studentsin
that same week. Both year levels will receive their Subject
Selection Formson Year Assembly on Thursday 23 August.
These need to bereturned by 5 September.

A Parent Information Evening is being held on Tuesday
evening, 28 August. The information will feature a
presentation from the school adminigtration relevant to
specific year levels, aswell asadisplay of subject areas and
services available. An advertisement elsewhere in this
newsdl etter provides details.

Parents can be assured that the school provides every
opportunity for ensuring that sudents have all the information
to make good decisions about selection of subjects for the next
stage of their schooling. Should further information be
required please contact me on phone 4192 1222.

Allan Cook — Acting Principal

The benefits to students are numerous, not only providing
students with external recognition for their achievementsin a
challenging event but also provides an opportunity for
students to engage in intriguing problems which students can
enjoy. Year 12'swho participated would have found the
competition particularly beneficial due to the event’s strong
link to the conditions they are about to encounter with the
upcoming QCS Test in August and September.

Well doneto all of our students who were involved and | ook
forward to thereport on our results.

Andrew Carlile— Head of Department (Maths)

Congratulationsto three
Senior Art students who
have been chosen to have
their works displayed at

the Minister’s Awards for
Excellencein Art at the
Palace Backpackers Art
Gallery. Theexhibition

will run from the 27

August to 16 September,
with the official opening

on the 01 September at
2:00pm. Well doneto .
Jennafor ‘Derailedin
Change', Tiffany for ‘My
World and Marnie for
‘Hollow for having their artpieces selected to exhibit.

The Education Minister®@ Awards for Excellencein Art aim to
promote and recognise excellence in senior visual arts
education throughout Queensland state and non-state schools.
Held annually since 1990, the awards have helped raise
community awareness about the degree of sophistication in
concepts, diversity of technical competence, and the high
standard of arts education in Queensland secondary schools.
Excellence Award winning artworks are exhibited at the
Queendand Art Gallery in Brisbane every year, before touring
regional galleries across Queendand for 12 months.

Elizabeth Clout — Art Coordinator

On 25 July, 65 of our students from Y ear 8 through to Y ear
12, participated in the Augralian Maths Competition. Now in
its 30" Y ear, the competition is one of the largest of itskind in
the world. In 2006, over 400,000 primary and secondary
students participated from 38 countries including Australia.

In 2007, some 1100 studentswill sharein $50,000 in prize
money, while around 50% of studentswill qualify to receive a
Certificate of High Distinction, Digtinction or Credit. Every
participant will receive a letter detailing their results, enabling
them to check their performance.

The Isis debating challenge officially ended on Tuesday
evening with both the junior and senior debating teamslosing
in the Digtrict Finals. Despite thistemporary setback, 2007 has
been another good year for debating in the school. Several
students participated for the first time, learning new skillsand
developing confidence in public speaking, and we saw some
interesting tussles with Biggenden, Gin Gin, and between
teams within our own school.

The students who made the final s have upheld the best
traditions of our school and performed with intelligence,
humour and team spirit, especially when confronted with very
serious topics. Thejuniors tackled “That Compulsory Voting
Should Be Scrapped”, a gripping topic that most 14 year olds
contemplate regularly.

The juniors debated firgt, with the crystal clear voice of
Rachadl setting the outline of the debate in her trademark
precise and logical way. Morgan continued our debate,
confident and assertive, arguing volubly on her feet. The
crescendo built further and Danielle launched forth. Danielle
only knows one approach —try to rip the opposing team’s
argument to shreds, which she does with a passionate gusto.




| admiretheir style, and their determination to master the art
of debating. They enjoy pitting their abilities against opposing
teamsin the heat of the debating battle, but are then gracious
and humblein victory or defeat. Occasionally, they even
remember to thank their coach! Thisteam has now made the
finalstwo yearsin arow and is atremendous achi evement,
one of which they should be justifiably proud. | certainly am.

The Junior Debating Team of Morgan, Rachad and
Danidle

Next our senior team did battle on the topic “ Australia Should
Increase Its Foreign Aid Budget”. Firg off was our newest
recruit, Kurtis, teamed with the legendary Miki and Harry.
Kurtisis deceptively quiet, arguing with an extended
vocabulary and logical insight, positioning his audience to see
things from his perspective. He was followed by the ever
smiling assassin, Mikaela, who sneaks up on you like the
Ninjas of old. Her gentlevoiceisalied to aquick intelligence,
incisive rebuttal and a supreme belief that her argument isthe
correct one. It is an intoxicating and convincing rhetorical
mixture. She might float like a butterfly, but she stings like a
bee. Findly thereis the charming Harry, almost apologising as
he attacks the opposition’ s argument, pulling it apart piece by
logical piece, and presenting our own in its place. Harry
speaks dowly, ddiberately, thoughtfully, and hiswords zero
in on the areas he needs to attack. He draws you effortlessly
into the world of hisown argument.

Both he and Mikaela were part of the winning senior team in
2006, and thus deserve special congratulations. Harry deserves
even further praise, having made the Didrict Finals on two
other occasions asajunior debater. In each of these he
distinguished himsdlf, and, like Mikaela, has been atruly
remarkabl e advertisement for our school.

To celebrate our achievement this year, we are planning on
holding one more unofficial and thistime fun debate. Kurtis,
Morgan and Harry will take on Rachael, Mikaela and
Danielle. They'll get the topic the afternoon they debate it and
speak for ashorter than usual time, if that’spossible. To all
six of you, thank you for your dedication, integrity, humour
and spirit, and for some wonderfully exquisite memories of
debating ' 07.

Adrian Jones — Debating Coordinator

straight to our 8:10am rehearsal, polishing their moves and
gueuing in the lights. After our 50 minute rehearsal was over,
it wastime for the fun and gamesto begin. The Isis sudents
became a beacon of enthusiasm as they sang, cheered and
danced the day away. At 5:00pm students were locked away
in their dressing room and began preparing for the
performance. After abrief rehearsal in the car park, the
students were treated to a condensed version of the teachers
interpretation of ‘ Dreams on a Journey’, asight that should
never be witnessed by anyone, ever again.

At 9:30pm, our students hit the stage with flair, enthusiasm
and precise moves. At the conclusion of our performance,
five of our Year 12 sudents were given the daunting task of
facing the judges. They answered questions with conviction,
maturity and conciseness, and in what only can be intended as
an Audtralian 1dol moment, Nicole entertained the crowd with
her rendition of AC/DC’sclassic, TNT (no, unfortunately, we
aren’t joking...).

Our outstanding performance resulted in a swag of awards,
including excellence in performance skill, soundtrack,
costuming character, visual enhancement and a special award
for community support.

So now we are off to the Queendand Grand Find of the Rock
Eisteddfod challenge on Thursday, 30 August. We are
currently busily improving our sets and props and polishing
our performance so that we can present ourselvesto be the
very best we can be and do our community proud.

If any parents areinterested in purchasing tickets for the
Grand Final, they can contact Ticketek direct on 132 849 or
via their website at www.ticketek.com.au.

Adrian Jones — Head of Department (English)
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The School Social for Term 3 will be conducted on
Wednesday 15 August at the Isis Cultural Centre in Churchill
Street. The Social isan important fund-raising activity for the
Student Council and is an enjoyable opportunity for students
to relax and socialise. Entry to the Social will be between
6:30pm and 7:00pm (7:30pm for those at Bundy Sport) and
cost $4.50 in costume and dl others, $5.00. The theme for this
Social islwishl wasa. ...... The Socia will conclude
promptly at 9:30pm. Regular school rules apply at the Social
and teacher supervision will be provided. The school looks
forward to another pleasant school function for students.

James Hamlyn — Social Coordinator
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Over six months of hard work and dedication came to an end
(we thought) on Thursday the 26 July as 83 students
performed sensationally at the 2007 Rock Eisteddfod
Challenge semi-finals, with their homage to angst ridden teens
everywhere, ‘Dreamson a Journey’.

The students’ journey began afew minutes later than
anticipated as someone couldn’t manage to arrive on time and
the eager students were left freezing in the cold Childersair.
Needless to say, everyone was on the bus on time and raring
to go by 2:30am. Upon our arrival in Brisbane, the team ran

The school Student Council will be holding a Free Dress Day
next Thursday 16 August as a fundraiser for the school’ s entry
in the Rock Eisteddfod Challenge Final. Students will be
expected to support this activity by attending in sensible dress
that is appropriate for a school day (including closed in shoes).
They will donate $2.00 for this privilege and know they are
supporting their fellow studentsin the Rock Eisteddfod.

Andrew Cole — Sudent Council Coordinator
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