
 
 

13 March, 2009 

Principal’s Message 

Once again it is that time of the year when developing 
parental involvement in school becomes a serious 
issue. Congratulations to our P & C Executive 
members who have taken on part of this role for the 
year. For Mr Paul Nicol (President), Mr Neil Grumley 
(Vice President), Mrs Roxanne Harney (Secretary) and 
Mrs Flora Barwick (Treasurer) this is a continuation of 
their commitment to the school community albeit, for 
some of them, in a different role. The school certainly 
appreciated the support provided by the Executive 
throughout 2008 and we look forward to strengthening 
our partnership throughout 2009 and beyond. 
Congratulations and best wishes to the 2009 P&C 
Executive for a successful and enjoyable year. 

One of the many duties of the P&C each year is to 
endorse the school’s Annual Operational Plan and 
Budget which is then sent to our District Office in 
Bundaberg for scrutiny and approval. This year there 
are five priority areas that the school community will 

concentrate on. These include: Middle Schooling (Years 08 and 09) and Senior Schooling 
(Years 10, 11 and 12) initiatives, Literacy and Numeracy, Smart Classrooms and People 
Matters. Each priority has a range of key strategies designed to enhance the academic, 
vocational and social and emotional needs of all our students. Following P&C scrutiny and 
endorsement at this weeks P&C meeting a copy of the document has now been placed in the 
parent foyer of the school’s Administration Block. You are most welcome to peruse this 
document at any time. 

Congratulations to Year 12 students Jessica, Sandra, Krystal, Alara and Luke who 
participated in the 2009 Lions Youth of the Year Quest which commenced with the local 
competition at Isis District State High School on Friday 27 February 2009. Special 
congratulations to Luke who made it through to the next level of competition. Round 2, Zone 
Judging has already been held on Saturday 07 March in Bundaberg with Luke once again 
victorious. He will now contest the Regional Judging of the competition which will be held in 
Gin Gin this Saturday. The school community wishes Luke all the best for this important third 
round of the competition. 

Finally, Elliot (Year 12 Graduate 2008) has been successful in gaining a scholarship to study 
engineering at Monash University in Melbourne. The scholarship includes a significant 
financial incentive, over the four year course, which will allow Elliot to concentrate on his 
studies without the same financial worries that sometimes confronts university students. Our 
current Year 12 students will have similar opportunities as the Guidance Counsellor will be 
making them aware of these scholarships, as they become available, throughout Semester 2. 
What another impressive achievement by an Isis High graduate. Well done! 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
18 Mar School Social      20 Mar Shave for a Cure 
19 Mar Year 08 Focus Day     27 Mar  Newsletter 
20 Mar NB Winter Sports Trials (Childers)    07 Apr P & C Meeting – 7:15pm 
 

2009 P&C Executive members Flora Barwick 
and Paul Nicol (seated) with Principal Mr 

French and Neil Grumley 



 

Lions Youth of the Year 

Despite our local Lions Club being temporarily disbanded 
(they have since re-formed and are actively seeking new 
members) long serving supporters of the Lions Youth of the 
Year project like Wayne Stanley and Marg Smith ensured that 
through the support of Bundaberg South Lions Club, we did 
have a Club Judging here at the school. This unexpected and 
much appreciated support allowed a number of our students to 
participate at the first level. 

Judged by Bill Trevor, Ruth Brassington and Chris Aberdein 
five of our Year 12’s were interviewed, before presenting their 
two impromptu speeches, plus the one they had prepared 
before. Sandra, Jessica, Alara, Krystal and Luke all gave their 
best.  

In this first round, Luke won both the speaking and overall 
award, progressing to the next level, held at Moore Park last 
weekend. Winning there as well, he is now off to compete at 
Regional level this Saturday at Gin Gin. 

We are sure he will do his best and we wish him well. 

Adrian Jones – Head of English 

School Social 

The first school social for the year will be on this Wednesday, 
18 March at the Isis Cultural Centre. The theme is '80s or 
retro' and will cost $4.50 if in costume and $5.00 out of 
costume. The night begins at 6:30pm with doors closing at 
7:00pm until 9:30pm. This is a 'lock-in event' and students 
remain in the centre until 9:30pm unless collected by a parent.  
The social is a fun night with a DJ, games run by the student 
Social Committee and a canteen provided. To keep it a fun 
night students are reminded that sensible behaviour is 
expected (regular school rules apply) and that costumes must 
be appropriately tasteful. The social will be supervised by 
school staff, including administration. Hope to see you there! 

Date: Wednesday 18 March 
Time: 6:30pm to 9:30pm 
Cost: $4.50 in costume, $5.00 out of costume 
Place: Isis Cultural Centre (next to library) 

James Hamlyn and the Social Committee 

 

 

Student Assessment and Reporting 

As we move into the second half of the term, most students 
will be entering a period of assignment submission and class 
tests. Students should be increasing their work rate at home to 
ensure they give themselves the greatest opportunity of 
obtaining the results they deserve for their efforts during the 
term. The Student Handbook and Homework Diary (page 16-
17) contains information on school policies relating to 
assessment. The importance of submitting assignments by the 
due date in order for marks to be allocated is emphasised. For 
example, where teacher monitoring of student work shows 
that it is unlikely a student will be able to submit his/her 
assignment on time, the policy describes a process where 
parents are informed by letter so that they can support the 
student in taking steps to ensure the assignment is submitted. 
The policy also describes the procedure to be followed if a 
student is absent on the day of assessment. In addition to the 
Student Handbook information, parents are reminded that all 
students were issued with an Assessment Planner for Semester 
One on Thursday, 12 February. This useful document details 
assessments for students in their subjects, allowing them to 
plan a manageable program of revision for their tests. Further 
copies are available from the school office. Students have 
been reminded, on school assembly, of the importance of 
preparing for their assessment. 

After assessments are finalised, teachers will be completing 
Interim Reports on each student’s school performance so far 
this year. Reports will be issued to students on the first Friday 
of Term 2, 24 April. At the same time, information on the first 
Parent-Teacher Interview evening for the year (scheduled for 
05 May) will be distributed. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

Shave for a Cure 

The Student Council has once again put its weight behind the 
annual Shave for a Cure and will hold a 'greatest shave event' 
during recess one on Friday, 20 March. Year 12 students, Jade 
and Alara will be taking bookings for leg waxing and hair 
colouring will be available on the day. "Student Council 
members are expecting to be able to raise a substantial amount 
from the activity for cancer research and are counting on 
students to get behind this worthy cause" commented Student 
Council secretary Krystal. 

Andrew Cole – Student Council Coordinator 

Front Row (l-r) Executive Committee Luke, Jade and Krystal lead 
this years Student Council. 

Back Row (l-r) Student Councillors Joseph, Rachael, Alara, 
Kathryn, Bradley, Jesse. 

Lions Youth of the Year contestants (l-r) Alara, Sandra, 
Krystal, Jessica and Luke with Lions Youth Chairman Marg 

during judging. 



 

Danny Keeps On Achieving 

2007 graduate Danny,(pictured) 
Senior Dux for that year plus 
OP1 awardee, has scored a 
memorable and prestigious 
Dean’s Scholarship in the 
Engineering Department at 
Queensland University of 
Technology. 

After a gap year where he 
worked with helping to design 
playground equipment, Danny 
was selected for an elite 
scholarship that pays all his fees 

through his undergraduate and, if he chooses, postgraduate 
years of study. Chosen not only because of his fine academic 
ability and proven work ethic, Danny’s other achievements 
and interests were so convincing that the board of judges 
nominated him in the very first round. 

Recipients of this scholarship are expected to keep a very high 
grade average, but opportunities are immense, with sponsored 
meetings with the Chief Executive Officers of private and 
public corporations, as well as interaction with leading 
political and social figures. The work undertaken by students 
from this faculty is fascinating, challenging and pragmatic.  

During the presentation ceremony hosted by current Dean’s 
Scholarship holders, there were many examples of work 
undertaken by this select group of students. One student 
reported on the work he had undertaken as a volunteer over 
two of his summer vacations working on the re-design of 
prosthetics for Indian lepers. 

It was obvious that the world of engineering is broad, covering 
not only macro projects, like roads and bridges, but micro 
elements as well, for example in the design of specialist 
medical aids. We are very proud of Danny’s achievements 
thus far, but also wish him well in his immediate studies and 
in the decision process in which he will engage to determine 
which of the many areas of engineering will ultimately be his 
speciality.  

Adrian Jones – Head of English 

Religious Education 

Religious Education at Isis District State High School is a 
‘Co-operative Program’ offered by the Childers Ministers’ 
Fraternal. Pastor Brett Hoy of the Childers Wesleyan 
Methodist Church is coordinating the program in 2009. The 
curriculum is non-denominational and flexible and all students 
are encouraged to actively participate in this worthwhile 
aspect of the school curriculum. 

Religious Education for students 
in Term One will take place on 
Tuesday 17 March. The session 
will see a guest speaker from the 
Brisbane Bible Society address 
students in the Stadium. Steve 
Davies (pictured) is the 
Executive Director of the 
Queensland Bible Society and is 
known for his passion for 
sharing the Word of God with 
people of all ages. 

From a rough beginning as a troubled youth, Steve had a 
chance meeting with a Christian cleaning lady in a local pub 
who gave him a Bible. As a motorcycle salesman, Steve began 

sharing his testimony with thousands of high school students 
across Queensland. Steve longs to see all people transformed, 
just as he was.  

As always, parents who consider there is a legitimate reason 
for their children not attending these classes should confirm 
this reason by letter to the principal (if not already provided). 
These students will complete supervised alternative work. 
Please contact Mr Cook on 4192 1222 should you have any 
concerns in this area. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

International Women's Day Breakfast 

The annual International Women's Day Breakfast (06 March) 
was well received again at the Isis Club with a crowd well 
over 50 local women. Courtney, Tarah, Nicole and Nikita 
chaired the proceedings. Guest speakers included Mayor 
Lorraine Pyefinch, Jan Hoffmann (Red Cross) and Wendy Lee 
(Inner Light Centre). 

The morning was another resounding success thanks to 
IDSHS and the staff of Childers Neighbourhood Centre. 

Liz Clout – Art Coordinator 

School Dress Code - Shorts 

The P&C Association has introduced 
school shorts to the Student Dress Code 
(optional, but preferred) and available 
from the school Uniform Shop as way of 
further supporting families. The shorts 
suit both boys and girls, are comfortably 

fitting microfibre material with the school crest on the lower 
left leg and sell for $20.00. 

The shorts have proven to be so popular that all stocks were 
sold out. Further supplies were ordered and supplies of these 
shorts are now available again in a range of sizes through the 
school Uniform Shop. With the continuing support of the 
school community, our aim is for all students to be wearing 
the recommended school shorts in 2010. 

Fay Harvey– Acting Deputy Principal  

Worlds Greatest Shave & Victorian Bushfire Appeal 

Date: Friday 13 March 2009 

Time: 6:00pm 

Venue: Booyal Community Hall 

Live Music by Bones & Co, BBQ and Bar 

Enquiries: Barry Paten 4126 0279/04027 117 435 
 

Soccer players - Isis Redbacks  

Soccer players wanted of all ages to play for the Isis Redbacks Training 

every Wednesday at the Childers Showgrounds 

Training Times - Juniors 4.30pm, Seniors 5.30pm 

Contact – Jodie Campanini 4126 8143/0438 215 301 

Teacher and Coordinator, Ms Clout, with Renae, Alicia, 
Rebecca and Katelyn celebrate IWD. 


