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The tragic death of a student in a NSW school 
recently should be a sobering thought for us all 
and reinforce the message that any form of 
bullying, harassment or violence towards others is 
totally unacceptable. As you are aware from the 
personal letter I sent every family, earlier this 
term, the Isis High community is not isolated from 
youth violence. I draw your attention to this letter 
and remind parents that if their child is 
experiencing any form of bullying, harassment or 
threats of violence then it should be immediately 
reported to a staff member or directly to a 
member of the administration team. The school’s 
support network is extensive and was clearly 
highlighted in the letter. On school assembly this 
week, students were once again informed that 
any form of bullying, harassment or violence 
towards others is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated at this school. As a further proactive 
measure, I invited Senior Constable Terry Brighton (Childers Police) to address all Year Levels on Thursday 
of this week. This 30 minute educational program has been designed by the Queensland Police Service to 
make all young people aware of the serious consequences of youth violence. Isis High takes very seriously 
its responsibility to keep our students safe and to work hard to ensure that our school community is free from 
bullying, harassment and violence. Your support in helping to achieve this is most appreciated. 

Student leadership in our school plays an important role in the modelling of good community values and 
appropriate behaviours expected of all our students. It is that time of the year where our current Year 11 
students are deciding whether or not to take up the challenges of student leadership. Nominations for School 
Captains and Vice Captains for 2010 opened today and will close on Friday 9 October. The 2010 School 
Captains and Vice Captains will be announced at our Annual Awards Evening on Tuesday 27 October 2009. 

The Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Tests administered throughout the state last week signals the business 
end of five years of secondary education for our current Year 12 students. With only one week remaining this 
term and about five weeks prior to final assessment in Term 4, for Year 12’s, it is critical that all Year 12 
students are working hard and meeting assessment timelines. Please encourage your Year 12 students to 
understand the importance of these remaining weeks.  

Next week we anticipate another very successful Australian Business Week (ABW) thanks to the excellent 
preparation and organisation by Mrs Chantler and Ms Harvey. The ABW project requires a large commitment 
by the school and the broader community and this partnership has, over many years, provided our Year 11 
students with a real life, week long, unique learning journey. Thank you to staff, community mentors, 
business personnel and sponsors who make this program such an exciting, worthwhile and rewarding week 
for our students. 

It is an interesting exercise at the end of each term to revisit the term’s newsletters. The level of commitment 
by staff, the enormous support for the school by the community and the huge effort and number of significant 
academic, cultural and sporting achievements by our students would leave most of us breathless. To help 
celebrate these many achievements please mark Tuesday 27 October 2009 in your calendar and support our 
young people at our annual Awards Evening. This is a school highlight not to be missed. 

Have a restful, safe and enjoyable holiday. 
 
Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
11 Sep Wide Bay Track & Field Carnival   18 Sep Spring Break commences 
11 Sep Newsletter     05 Oct Ministerial Student Free Day 
11 Sep Maryborough Technology Challenge (12-13)  06 Oct Students return for Term 4 
14 Sep Australian Business Week commences  06 Oct Student Reference Applications avail. 
13 Feb  

Senior Constable Terry Brighton speaks with Year 12 students 
Ashlee, Raquel and Benjamin 
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As the term moves toward an end, students should be engaged 
in ensuring they are well prepared for term exams and 
assignments. When exams finish, teachers and classes will be 
reviewing assessment items and completing preparatory work 
for new units. It is important that good student engagement be 
maintained until the end of the term. I would also remind 
parents and students that holidays start at 3:05pm on Friday 19 
September and lessons with productive work will continue 
until that time.  

Term 4 commences with a ‘Ministerial’ student-free day on 
Monday 5 October. On this day teachers will be involved in 
attending meetings and individual planning and preparation. 
Heads of Department and Subject Area Coordinators will be 
involved in school planning for 2010. This means that the 
first day for students in Term 4 will be Tuesday 6 October. 

A second student-free day will occur on Monday 19 October 
to allow for district meetings to verify assessment standards of 
Year 12 students. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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The Childers’ Ministers Fellowship held a Community Prayer 
Breakfast on Friday 4 September to support the work of the 
Isis High Chaplain, Tanya McKee and her Primary Schools 
counterpart, Luke Marjoram. I formally represented the school 
together with student representatives, Joshua, School Vice-
Captain and Senior leader, Nicole. There were other staff 
members and students and families supporting this worthwhile 
event. Representatives from the Bundaberg Regional Council 
attended, including Mayor Lorraine Pyefinch and local 
Councillor Tony Ricciardi. The Guest Speaker was the 
Reverend Bruce Boase of the Childers Anglican Church who 
gave a very interesting account of the historical links between 
Anglican and Indigenous Ministries.  

 

The school Parents and Citizens’ Association provides 
funding to support Isis High Chaplaincy. Students at Isis High 
are very well supported by our Chaplain Tanya across a range 
of activities and we are very appreciative of this worthwhile 
addition to the school program.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal  
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Isis High maintains an incredibly strong record in science 
achievement by having two Year 11 students selected to 
attend the National Science Youth Forum for two weeks in 
January next year. Emily (below right) will be attending the 
Canberra Forum while Danielle (below left) will enjoy the west 
in Perth. These prestigious vacation schools bring together 
some 250 of Australia’s leading young learners to hear 
national and international scientists, engage in intellectual 
discussion and be generally encouraged to pursue science in 
further study. Emily and Danielle had to undergo a selection 
process that involved strong academic requirements, a 
presentation and interview. These forums will broaden the 
perception of Emily and Danielle as to the vast array of 
options available in science. 

 
Emily and Danielle’s selection continues an outstanding 

record of Isis High students being chosen to attend, including 
Luke (2009), Lachlan (2008), Harry (2007) and Bryce (2006). 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

��
��������� 
�!���������
�

The annual presentation of awards for student achievement 
throughout the year will occur on Tuesday 27 October. There 
will be two ceremonies conducted during the day at the 
Childers Community Stadium. 

Nominations are now called for the following special awards: 

·  Year 8 Encouragement Award 
·  Year 9 Encouragement Award 
·  Year 10 Marianne Francey Memorial Award 
·  Year 11 Caltex All-Rounder Award 
·  Year 12 Rotary Award for Outstanding Service & Citizenship 
·  Year 12 Student of the Year Award 
·  Service Award (Merit and Distinction levels) 
·  Cultural Award (Merit and Distinction levels) 
·  Sports Encouragement Award (Junior and Senior levels) 
·  Sportsperson of the Year Award (Junior and Senior levels) 

Criteria for these awards are posted in several locations 
around the school, including the office. Nomination forms are 
available at the school office. Nominations will close at the 
close of business (4:00pm) on the Friday of the first week of 
Term 4 (9 October).  

Andrew Carlile – Acting Deputy Principal 

Student representatives at the Community Prayer Breakfast, 
Joshua and Nicole chat with Rev. Bruce Boase and School 

Chaplain, Tanya McKee 
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Opti-MINDS is a creative problem solving competition 
offered to students throughout Queensland. On Saturday 29 
August students from Isis District SHS competed in 
Bundaberg for the Wide Bay competition against private and 
public schools from across the district. We entered three teams 
who were given six weeks to collaboratively develop a 
solution to a problem within the constraints of a given budget. 
The Isis High teams and their tasks were: 

Language Literature – (Create a children’s story and prepare 
and present the book launch) Mitchell , Emily-Rose, [Name 

removed] and Kali 

Science and Engineering – (Design and create a model for a 
sustainable house and then present and explain it to a panel 
judges) [Name removed], [Name removed], Dylan and Martin  

 
Social Sciences team – (Identify methods for making 
Queensland great again in the year 2159 and coordinate the 
Q300 celebrations) (pictured above) – (back l-r) Alanna, 
Billie-Lee, Kristie (front l-r) [Name removed], Sian, Emily  

The Isis Science/Engineering Team was awarded Honours for 
their work and the Isis Social Science Team did a wonderful 
job of being placed first in the Bundaberg district. Well done! 
These students will now represent Wide Bay at the finals to be 
held at the University of Queensland on 17 and 18 October. 

All students are to be congratulated on their outstanding 
commitment to achieving their full potential. They invested a 
great deal of time into research and development of their 
challenge and participated with enthusiasm and innovation. 

Michele Kirkland – Head of Social Science  
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Year 10 SOSE students are currently completing a geography 
unit examining the waste we produce and impacts that has on 
our society, economy and environment. All Year 10 students 
participated in a geography field study to the Bundaberg 
Waste Water Treatment plant and the Bundaberg Recycling 
Centre to examine where their waste ends up and study 
solutions which have been developed by governments to treat 
it. Parents will soon be able to view the results of their 
student’s study online, as they are currently producing an 
interactive field report using spatial technologies to present 
their findings. These activities provide opportunities for 
students to engage in the most recent interactive approaches to 
relevant learning. 

Michele Kirkland – Head of Social Science  
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Isis High entered a small but high quality team in the recent 
North Burnett trials at Gayndah – so good that 20 of the 28 
competitors actually achieved at least one first or second 
placing and have qualified for the Wide Bay Trials being held 
in Maryborough this week. Congratulations to the entire team 
for their efforts on the day as well as their excellent behaviour 
which was commented on by officials from other schools.  

As this is a one day carnival, some of our athletes were kept 
very busy, alternating between field events and the track with 
very little rest between. This didn’t slow them down though 
and we came home with three new North Burnett Age 
Champions and a record breaker. Kathryn (14 years girl), 
Rebecca (16 years girl) and Bradley (16 years boy) are our 
newest age champions, while Alara broke the records for 
800m and 1500m. All four have previously represented Wide 
Bay at State Championships and they are hoping to do so 
again after the trials this week.  

With the small number of competitors not being able to 
compete in all relay events, we gained third place overall. The 
future looks bright with the strength of our younger age 
groups showing through. We are looking forward to some top 
results when students compete at the Wide Bay trials. 

Tricia Heap – Athletics Coordinator 
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Eight students will contest the Holden Maryborough 
Technology Challenge this weekend. The school has entered a 
junior mixed tandem team in the event and hope to improve 
on last years lap total. The machine has been prepared by the 
year twelve technology studies class as part of their course of 
study. This involved making changes to an existing machine 
to fit the 2009 race specifications. The 24 hour endurance race 
will start at midday on Saturday and I encourage any one in 
Maryborough for the weekend to drop in and support the 
team. Mick and Lyn from the Live Now health food shop and 
Kerri Wills have supplied shirts for the riders this year and I 
thank them for their support. The riders are, Emily-Rose, 
Kathryn, Grace, [Name removed], Mark, Wilson , Joshua and 
Jack .  

All the best for the contest! 

Andrew Cole – Manual Arts 

 

North Burnett Athletic Champions (l-r front) Rebecca, 
Alara, Kathryn and (back) Bradley look justifiably pleased 

with their efforts 


