
 
 

08 April, 2009 

Principal’s Message 

This has been another busy and exciting first term for students at Isis District State High 
School. The teaching and support staff have worked hard once again to provide our students 
with a whole range of interesting activities and other exciting and challenging learning 
opportunities. Opportunities that have helped to engage our students and further enhance 
their personal growth and development. A few examples include: Year 11 and 12 students 
attending certificate courses at Wide Bay TAFE Bundaberg each Tuesday and Thursday; a 
leadership day, at USQ Fraser Coast in Hervey Bay, for our student leadership team; Lions 
Youth of the Year; a Year 9 History excursion to the State Library of Queensland, a Year 8 
development day at Riverside Retreat near Bundaberg; a Year 11 Art excursion to the Gallery 
of Modern Art in Brisbane; an espresso coffee-making Smart Skills training program for a 
group of Year 11 and 12 students; International Women’s Day Breakfast involving teachers 
and students; shave for a cure; school social; swimming carnivals; sporting trials and of 
course the Rock Eisteddfod to name a few and this is only the first of a four term year. 
Students who have taken the opportunity to participate in just some of these extra activities, 
offered by this school, have been rewarded with enriched friendships, new skills, greater 
knowledge and worthwhile experiences that no doubt will benefit them now and into the future. 
My congratulations to the whole school community for such an enthusiastic and positive start 
to the 2009 school year. 

Over the last five to six years we have made some tremendous progress in the area of 
facilities refurbishment and grounds beautification and this has continued to ensure a 
comfortable and aesthetic learning environment for all members of the school community. 
Throughout Term One, the school Administration Team has continued to work towards 
obtaining further funding for the refurbishment of targeted existing learning areas as well as 
for additional facilities. We are doing this through written submissions as part of the Federal 
Government’s Building Education Revolution (BER) initiative. It is anticipated that over the 
remainder of the year we will receive feedback from the Federal Government about a number 
of key projects for the school including: a new Construction workshop fitted out with modern 
building equipment; a large shed and tanks, for our Agricultural Department, to establish a 
Red Claw program; a major refurbishment of the Hospitality kitchen to meet industry standard 
and some general upgrades to the school’s Learning Enhancement Centre, Resource Centre 
and a number of science laboratories. 

This week, on school assembly, I congratulated all students who have made a concerted 
effort, throughout Term One, to embrace the many opportunities provided for them at Isis 
High. The philosophy of this school community is one that continues to ensure a commitment 
to providing worthwhile, interesting and relevant learning opportunities and enables all 
students to achieve within a safe, supportive, caring and disciplined learning environment. The 
school has a proud record of ensuring that there are pathways for all our students and the 
wonderful support of our parents/carers and the community at large certainly helps to make 
this possible 

As the first term draws to a close, I would like to thank you all for your continuing support and 
encouragement and wish the whole school community a safe and enjoyable Easter vacation.  

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
09 Apr Last day of Term One    24 Apr School Anzac Day Service 
10 Apr Easter Vacation     24 Apr Interim Reports issued 
20 Apr Student Free Day     24 Apr Parent/Teacher information distributed 
21 Apr First School Day for Term Two   05 May Parent/Teacher Interview Evening 
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Term Two Starting Date  

Monday, 20 April is a Student-Free Day when staff only 
report to school. Teachers will be involved in workshops and 
meetings throughout the day as well as activities related to 
information and communication technology.  

The first day of Term Two for students will be Tuesday 21 
April when all students should be in attendance at school.  

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

Yr 9 SOSE – Links with the past 

Australians at War has been the unit of focus for Year 9A 
Studies of Society and Environment class throughout Term 
One. Last Thursday afternoon our students were fortunate 
enough to have special guests, Wally McCarthy (Air Force 
Veteran and Prisoner of War during World War II) and Allan 
Baldwin (Vietnam Veteran and Isis District RSL President) 
come to Isis District State High School to speak with students. 

Mr McCarthy and Mr Baldwin were able to share and discuss 
their experiences of war with the students and donated a 
valuable resource called, Atlas of Australia’s Wars. The 
beautifully produced book outlines the history of Australia’s 
involvement in wars over the past century. Students were able 
to obtain a valuable insight and understanding of the war from 
these two gentlemen and demonstrated their enthusiasm and 
appreciation by asking insightful questions. Our students’ 
ongoing links with the community are very much appreciated. 

Michele Kirkland – Acting Head of Department (SOSE) 

Invitation to School Anzac Day Ceremony 

Isis High has a proud tradition of honouring those people in 
the past who have fought valiantly in wars to protect the 
freedom that modern Australians enjoy. This is done through a 
School Anzac Day Ceremony on the day immediately prior to 
Anzac Day.  

Mrs Juster’s Year 9 SOSE class is coordinating the Anzac 
Day Ceremony for 2009 with the theme The ANZAC Spirit. 
The ceremony will be conducted at the Childers Community 
Stadium at the High School on Friday, 24 April. The 
ceremony will commence at 10:30am and family members 
and school supporters are welcome to attend. Of course, a 
number of our students will also be participating in local 
ceremonies and marches on Anzac Day.  

Michele Kirkland – Acting Head of Department (SOSE) 

Hospitality Barista Competition 

Year 11 and 12 Hospitality students travelled to Brisbane 
recently to compete in the State Annual Barista Challenge 
held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre. It was 
held in conjunction with the Hospitality Expo and Chefs of the 
Future Competition.  

Our students performed admirably and put on a brave face 
when the pressure was on during strict competition guidelines. 
The students were required to produce a number of specified 
coffees within certain time frames. All achieved exceptionally 
well and received Barista Competitors Certificates. The judges 
were very supportive to all school competitors offering 
additional time to practice on machines provided, tips in 
regard to current industry practices and helpful advice on 
future career options. The students were also taught extra 
skills by professional baristas. 

In addition to the barista experience the students were given 
the opportunity to visit the Hospitality Trade Fare. We saw 
exhibitions like food displays, cake making, margarine 
carvings, fondue fountains, pizza making, luminous lighting 
displays and many other merchandise products. We also 
viewed and personally critiqued the products produced by the 
Chefs of the Future competitors. Overall, the students found 
this to be a very informative and educational experience 
providing them with additional experiences and insights into 
the hospitality industry. 

Special thanks must go to Patricia Blochliger-Jabs from Sticky 
Beaks Restaurant for her valuable assistance and support to us 
all throughout this experience. 

Renee Ratcliffe – Hospitality Teacher 

Matilda receiving assistance at the Barista Challenge 

Isis High students competing in the Barista Challenge in 
Brisbane included (l-r) Hayden,  

[Name removed], Jenna, Matilda, Nicole and Courtney. 

War veterans Wally McCarthy (left) and Allan Baldwin 
proudly present Year 9 students [Name removed] and Kathryn 
with Atlas of Australia’s Wars watched on by SOSE teacher 

Mrs Juster and Acting Deputy Principal,  
Ms Harvey. 
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Interim Reports - Term One 

Students have now completed their first term’s work and are 
ready to enjoy the Autumn vacation. Interim Reports, 
describing student performance during Term One, are 
presently being compiled and will be distributed on the first 
Friday of Term Two (24 April). A Parent-Teacher Interview 
Evening will be held between 4:00pm and 7:00pm on Tuesday 
5 May. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

Shave for a Cure 

The Student Council’s Shave for a Cure on Friday 20 March 
was a great success despite the well needed rain and sporting 
activity that kept some students away. Most participating 
students went for hair colouring but several brave boys and 
teachers had a leg waxed by former Isis High student, Robyn 
Locke from Amazon Babe Nails and Beauty. I would like to 
thank Bronwyn Hummer from Amazon Babe for her continued 
support of this activity and students and parents who 
supported this activity. The school raised $248 for the 
Leukaemia Foundation. 

Andrew Cole – Student Council 

Isis High Sports Update 

The North Burnett Winter Sports trials were held at Isis 
District State High School on Friday, 20 March. The trials saw 
a very successful day of participation by Isis High students 
with many students selected for North Burnett sporting teams. 
Students also participated recently in Bundaberg trials, for 
sports not available at North Burnett, and performed well. The 
following students have been selected in district representative 
teams to contest Wide Bay trials. 

NORTH BURNETT REPRESENTATIVES 
Football (Soccer)  
Boys Under 15 
Sjaak  
Hendrikus  
Dylan  
Adrian  
Reagan  
Andrew  
Aaron  
Mathew  
Adam   
Girls Under 15 
Kali  
Danielle  
Janet  
Emma  
Grace   
Boys Open 
Benjamin   
Matthew  
Name removed 
Jason   
Peter    
Joseph  
Girls Open 
Tegan   
Tarah   
Amy  
Sheena  

Rugby League  
U/15 
Kyle  
Robert  
Reilly  
Name removed  
Open 
Hayden   
Zachary  
Royce   
Timothy   
Name removed 
Liam  
Jonathan  
 
 
Netball  
Under 15 
Kathryn  
Alexandria  
Open  
Natalie  
Rebecca  
Alara  
Jacinda   
 
 

BUNDABERG REPRESENTATIVES 

Hockey Boys Open 
Simon  

Hockey Girls Open 
Rachael  

 
Open netballers (l-r) Rebecca, Alara, Natalie and Jacinda have 

gained North Burnett representation 

Sport continues to play an important role in the school life of 
many students. It provides the opportunity for exercise and 
skill development, as well as providing an enjoyable team-
building activity. 

Ian Shotton – Sports Coordinator 

School Procedures – ‘Gossip’ 

The school, like any other workplace where large numbers of 
individuals congregate in a concentrated environment, will 
sometimes experience incidences of gossiping which borders 
on harassment and bullying. When this happens with students, 
and members of school staff are made aware, swift action is 
taken in the interests of all concerned. There have recently 
been a couple of unpleasant issues when students were told 
things were being said about them, by other students, and the 
student then took action which turned out to be inappropriate. 
This resulted in the school having to apply the necessary 
disciplinary consequences as outlined in the school’s 
Responsible Behaviour Plan for Students.  

Students need to be reminded that they should not necessarily 
believe everything that students tell them, especially rumours 
that have come from a third party (other students). In any case, 
students should not take ‘matters into their own hands’ but 
rather report their concern to a range of school personnel with 
responsibility for such matters so that action can be taken. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 

Emergency and Drought Relief 

Venue: Childers Neighbourhood Centre 

69 Churchill Street Childers 

Assistance is available under the Department of Families, Housing, 

Community Services & Indigenous Affairs 

Enquiries – Kirsten Harrison – 4130 4690 

 

Free workshop: 

Parents Helping Their Children at Home  

with Organisation and Technology! 

 By Speld Qld Inc. 

Do you have a child who is articulate, intelligent and outgoing but 

can’t master reading, spelling, writing and comprehension? 

Date: Wednesday 20 May 2009 

Venue:  Hervey Bay Special School 

23 Frangipani Avenue Scarness 

Time: 11:15 am – 1:15 pm. (Registration 11:00am) 

Please contact Debi Stone on 4192 1222 for further information 

Anzac Day Parade – 25 April 2009 

Woodgate Beach – Assemble at 9:45am 

Parade and Service 10:00am 

Students are asked to wear their school uniform 

Free cold drinks to all participants 

Further Enquiries – Don Moore 4126 8776 


