08 May, 2009

Thanks to Mr Allan Cook for taking up the Acting Principal’s position while | was on two weeks long
service leave following the Easter vacation. Thanks also to Ms Fay Harvey who has been Acting
Deputy Principal for the past nine weeks. Ms Harvey, who has done an excellent job as Acting
Deputy Principal, has returned to her teaching role in the Home Economics area now that staffing
has returned to normal.

Congratulations to those parents who attended the
Parent Teacher Interviews last Tuesday. We
regard these meetings as important opportunities
for making contact with parents and hope that such
contacts can lead to mutually supportive
relationships that benefit your child/ren’s education
and their general social and emotional
development. Students generally achieve higher
academically when they observe their parents as
having a genuine interest in their schooling and a
positive relationship with the school and its
teachers. | know that our teachers appreciate you
taking the time to meet with them to discuss your ‘
child/ren’s progress and attitude to their studies. Rossand Karen la Rocca obtain the late

Embedded in our school’'s Annual Operational Plan information on the progress of Jason and Aaron
2009 is a commitment by our school to better  from Head of Department (Technology), Mr Lindsay
understand ‘Social and Emotional Learning’. In line atthe recent Parent-Teacher Interview Evening
with this commitment Mrs Stone, who coordinates

the school’s Learning Enhancement Centre, has organised a professional development afternoon
for staff and literacy tutors in the Isis District. Bundaberg schools have also been invited to attend.
Dian Jones (Senior Guidance Officer, Wide Bay Southern District) has over a long period of time
been researching the functioning of the brain and passing this knowledge onto teachers so that
they have a better understanding of how our young people learn. With this enhanced knowledge
and understanding of brain function and learning, teachers will be in a better position to develop
teaching practices that cater for the wide range of learning styles and the social and emotional
needs of our diverse group of young people enrolled in our schools. Thankyou to the eighty plus
staff and volunteer tutors from our schools, many from lIsis High, who are giving of their own time
to attend this important and voluntary workshop. Our students’ learning will certainly be the richer
as a result of staff and tutors attending this workshop.

In conclusion, | reminded our students on parade this week that Australia, like most of the rest of
the world, is experiencing a significant growth in unemployment and this situation seems likely to
continue for some time. | encouraged each student to give themselves every opportunity for future
employment by obtaining a report card that shows that they have done the best that they can do, a
school reference that highlights their strong values and good character and a proven reputation for
good conduct, reliability and hard work. Your support in ensuring that each of your children attend
school regularly, complete their homework on a consistent basis and hand in assignments on time,
will help to ensure their successful future.

Kind Regards,

Trevor French — Principal

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

11 May Blood Bank donation (after school) 19 M Cross Country — Biggenden
12 May Term 2 Religious Education commences 29 Mawsletter
12 May Year 9 NAPLAN Testing (12 to 14 May) 27 M&chool Social

12 May P&C Association Meeting (7:15pm) 28 MayotHoliday




Isis High commemorated ANZAC Day with a solemn
ceremony at the school on Friday 24 April attenlolgdll
students as well as parents, community members and
number of returned servicemen. Mrs Juster’s Yean@al
Science class planned and presented the proceemdicfs
highlighted the fact that ANZAC Day is still an ionpant
aspect of our history worthy of deep and solempeaeis
Kathryn and Alexandria spoke about the ‘SpiriAdfZAC’
both in the past and how it influences us todayil¥lked a
dramatic re-enactment of the enlistment proce$sddte
young Australians went through when going off ta.wa
Alanna recited a moving poem titldeemembrancand Mr
Allan Baldwin, President of Childers Sub-Branchhaf RSL
readThe OdeWreaths were laid by the Student Council
representatives of each year level. Following greise, Mrs
Ratcliffe and her Year 11 Hospitality students cadea
morning tea for all invited guests and participants

Year9 SOSE students from Mrs Justeclass portrayet
scenes reminiscent of Australians in wartime atsttteool’s
ANZAC ceremony. Students in dress of the time, Kaia,

Grace & Sian join with Mrs Juster (centre back) and a
cross draped with the Australian Flag in payingithe
respects to Australians killed in wars.

Year 9 Social Science students then slept ovdrersthool
Stadium on Friday night in order to attend the @i’ Dawn
Service. Mrs Juster was in fine form teaching emeeyhow to
manoeuvre a broom handle around her back with@gmng
her arms off; and leading the masses in a gammbbl At
4.00am, after too few hours of sleep, studentslechaut of
their sleeping bags, dressed and payed their rssjmethe
fallen soldiers at the Dawn Service.

Later in the morning, students from the school also
participated in the Childers ANZAC Day program.
School Captains, Joseph and Alara, read the naines o
those from the Childers district fallen in the seevof our
country, and a contingent of students marched. rbar
of students also participated in other servicesttetr
district centres, including a number of studenthat
Woodgate service where Year 10 student, Kate read a
self-composed poem to recognize the ANZAC spirit.

The continuing school commitment to commemorate
ANZAC Day in a meaningful way does much to ingsl i

(#Names and images removed to comply with Informd&rdracy Legislation)

significance in our young people. Congratulatianalt
students involved in ANZAC services in any way and
particularly to Mrs Juster and her Year 9 SOSEscfas
their efforts.

Michele Kirkland — Acting Head of Department (Sb8eience)

Over the last two weeks the Art department hastWadvisits
from the Bundaberg Regional Art Gallery’s *Artist i
Residence’ Blair McNamara. Blair is visiting froimet
Sunshine Coast after completing a 30 year studypécts of
seachang@henomena in his hometown of Coolum Beach.
Blair conducted a two hour mixed media workshopsfemior
Art students who were able to learn a little of Wk he has
completed. Visits of this nature do much to inspginel
motivate students, as well as provide tuition inséills by
professional, practicing artists.
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Year 12 Art students Chloe and Shaedelle learn sohtechniques
from Bundaberg Regional Council ‘Artist-in-Residehdlair
McNamara

Blair is still working on this project and compigjimelevant
artefacts. Blair has asked any members of the caniynio
come forward and present any of their local phatphs,
information, personal observations of impactsedchangén
the Wide Bay Region. He will be working on tlssachange
project within the Wide Bay Region until Decembéor
further information, Blair can be contacted at Bumdaberg
Regional Art Gallery on 4152 3700.

Liz Clout - Art Coordinator

Our school’sResponsible Behaviour Plan for Students
incorporates a system known as the Merit Awarctognise
those students who put in good effort at learnimd) show
good compliance with school procedures all of which
contribute to the good reputation of themselvesthad
school. The process is described fully on pagefi2eo
Student Homework Diary.

While quite a large number of students are noméhbge
teachers for consideration as a Merit Award student
nominations are also able to be completed by staden
parents. Nominations for Merit Award scrutiny magy|bft at
the school office no later than next Friday 22 May.

Allan Cook- Deputy Principal
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Students at Isis District State High School weeated to a
performance by the Brisbane based rock group 52K8IC
The group classify themselves as a punk/pop/darmeepgnd
are presently touring high schools throughout Qsieeral.
They hope to raise the profile of their band wieitteeouraging
buddingmusicians to ‘follow their dream’.

Students (above) enthusiastically enjoyed a lunwti
performance by the band 52Flicks.

All three boys attended the same school in Brislzertewere
themselves encouraged to pursue their love of m8sicients
who attended the performance in the Stadium thdrgug
enjoyed the unusual lunchtime entertainment, ajh@ome
found the music a littlloud The band followed their free
school performance with a community performanaheat
Cultural Centre on the Friday evening.

Allan Kinna — Deputy Principal
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Senior Art and Drama students recently had the riyppity to
expand their cultural horizons by embarking ontuesion
to the Cultural Precinct at Southbank, Brisbaned&tts
visited the Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA), the Quetamd
Art Gallery and the Queensland Performing Arts @ent
(QPAC). Of particular interest to students was the
contemporary art exhibitiod,he China Projecas well as the
Creative Generatiomrtworks from 2008.

The students were
also entertained by
a performance of
the musical
Chicagq in which
Gina Riley was
outstanding in her
portrayal as a
vocally thunderous
Matron ‘Mamma’
Morton.

The students had a
fabulous time
enjoying a
: XS ‘culturally
Dwarfed by two statues from The Ch  enriching

Project exhibition were (from left) experience’ and
Mikaela, Alicia, Rebecca and Brenda represented our

school with

outstanding behaviour.
Liz Clout — Art Coordinator
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Next week, some 200,000 students across Austrdlia w
participate in théNational Assessment Program — Literacy
and NumeracyNAPLAN) tests. These tests will be held on
Tuesday 12 May, Wednesday 13 May and Thursday 4 Ma
All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in schools ssrustralia
will have their skills assessed in numeracy, regdnriting,
spelling, punctuation and grammar over these ttags.

Year 9 students at Isis High have completed practic
assessments in the Literacy and Numeracy test paper
teachers have been explicitly teaching skills ieorfor
students to demonstrate their best performance.

The students will complete their tests in the Shrowgd Hall
in order to minimise distraction during the te3ise school
Chaplaincy Committee has agreed to provide studeitiisa
pancake breakfast prior to the exams on each daydore
they commence the tests ‘nutritionally fortified'.

So what can your child expect when completing tA&NAN
tests? Below are two examples of the style ofditgrand
numeracy questions that students may experienteeim
NAPLAN tests.

Q1. Which sentence has the correct punctuation?

A. Mum said to obey all the signs, so we went ttheoway.

B. Mum said, to obey all the signs, so we wentater way.

C. Mum said, “to obey all the signs, so we wentdtieer

way.”

D. Mum said “To obey all the signs, so we wentdtieer

way.”

Q2.0n Monday Tim read 40% of a book. On Tuesday kd re

25% of the remaining pages of the book. What peacgnof
the wholebook did Tim read on Tuesday?

The school would appreciate parents of Year 9 stisde
ensuring students get ample sleep during this welelase
contact the test coordinator, Ms Kirkland on 41222, if you
have any questions regarding the NAPLAN testingyram.

Michele Kirkland — Acting Head of Department (Sb8eience)

Q1 Answer = A Q2 Answer = 15% \
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Isis District State High School is selling a numbgsecond
hand computers. The price is $50.00 for a comgartdr
$50.00 for a monitor. A keyboard and a mouse veéll b
provided with each computer sold. There is no wadyrgiven
or implied.

Computer specifications are Pentium 4, 2.4GHZ 512MB
RAM 40GBHDD 17 inch monitor. Windows XP SP3 loaded.
Please contact the school on 4192 1222 to expresgst.

Karen Webb — Business Services Manager
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The Agriculture Department has 6 laying hens fiée.sSehe
hens are currently in the middle of their firstiteyperiod and
are around 14 — 18 months old. If you are inteteste
purchasing the hens, please submit a tender t8dheol
Office no later than 4.00pm Friday 15 May.

A reserve price has been set and the school restreeight
to refuse a tender if it does not meet the resgriee. For
more information contact Brett Martell on 4192 1222

Brett Martell — Agriculture Coordinator



