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The end of Semester One is fast approaching and this signals a time for reflection. Already this year, 
there have been many motivational activities, wonderful events and great achievements by our students 
in the academic, cultural and sporting areas. Next Friday week (19/06/09), during Recess 1, a 
significant number of students will be presented with Merit Level certificates at a special morning tea 
function. This is always a very enjoyable celebration and parents/carers are most welcome to attend. 
Recess 1 commences at 11:25 am and the certificates will be presented in the school’s Stadium shortly 
after this.  

School communities across Queensland, this week, have been celebrating State Education Week 2009 
and once again Isis High welcomed the opportunity to promote the talents and achievements of our 
students and teachers. There was certainly a buzz of activity around the school on Thursday as 
students and staff prepared for our celebrations. The 2009 Quality Gallery with its ‘heritage’ theme 
included subject area displays of students’ work, entertainment both old and new, interactive games, 
educational activities and a free sausage sizzle for all. Our own students, as well as Year 7 Primary 
students from the cluster schools, all seemed to have a great time. The positive school community 
suggests the Quality Gallery will once again be back next year with yet another theme. Thanks to the 
parents, community leaders and general public who joined in the celebrations. The staff and students of 
Isis High are certainly appreciative of your time and support. Your modelling of community spirit and 
engagement sets a fine example for our youth. 

The Wednesday before last, the Student Council held its 
Term 2 dance at the Childers Cultural Centre. Sometimes it 
is easy to overlook the planning and hard work that ensures 
a well supervised, well run, safe and enjoyable evening for 
our students. It is a social environment that I’m sure our 
parents/carers appreciate. These dances are organised by 
the Social Committee which is comprised of senior leaders 
with the support of a staff member. The dance was another 
great success thanks to the very good organisation of Mr 
Hamlyn, together with the support of a small, but motivated, 
group of Year 12 students. 

Next Friday, we celebrate School Cleaners’ Day with a 
morning tea in the school’s common room. School cleaners 
throughout Queensland will celebrate School Cleaners’ Day 
in a range of ways. The work of our cleaners is of critical importance as they play a significant role in 
ensuring a healthy learning and work environment for all our students, staff and members of the 
community who use our school’s facilities. I would particularly like to acknowledge the efforts of the Isis 
High cleaning team whose work is always of a high standard. Congratulations! 

In conclusion, all students would be aware that we are moving into the end of Semester assessment 
period and therefore they should now be working at preparing for exams and completing other 
assessment items such as assignments and project work. Any support and encouragement that parents 
can provide during this important assessment period would no doubt benefit your student’s Semester 1 
achievement. 

Kind Regards, 

Trevor French – Principal 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:  
08 Jun Queen’s Birthday Holiday 22 Jun Year 11 Work Experience (22-26 June) 
09 Jun P & C Meeting 7:15pm 29 Jun Winter Vacation begins 
19 Jun Newsletter 14 Jul First day of Term 3    

Year 12 students Nicole and Tegan in ‘super’ 
costume at the school social 

P&C ASSOCIATION – TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER – 13 JUNE  (see ad. page 3) 
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As the end of Semester One approaches, the next couple of 
weeks will see students involved in various assessment 
activities (eg. tests, submission of assignments etc). In 
particular, many Year 11 and 12 students will be involved in a 
range of tests. Students should now be engaged in additional 
study at home, beyond that which they would normally 
complete, in preparation for this assessment. Students were 
issued with an Assessment Planner at the beginning of the 
semester, which scheduled days of assessment items for the 
various subjects. It is terribly important that at this time in the 
semester, students put in the extra study effort necessary to 
maximise the results that they are able to achieve from their 
assessments. 

Students and their parents/guardians are reminded of the 
requirements of the School Assessment and Assignment 
Policy (page 16-17 of Student Handbook and Homework 
Diary). When a student is absent for an examination, it is their 
responsibility, on the first day back at school, to make 
arrangements with their teacher (or Subject Area Coordinator 
or Head of Department) to complete the test. Year 11 students 
will be completing work experience in the last week of the 
school term (commencing 22 June) and so need to consider 
this if absent during scheduled assessment. There is also a 
clear process for extensions required for assignment 
submission. Parental contact can assist in these processes.  

Parents are reminded that Semester Reports, for all students, 
will be issued on the second Friday after the vacation, 24 July. 

Allan Cook – Deputy Principal 
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In November 2008, the RSL & Bond University applications 
for grants in the areas of sporting, academic or community 
leadership closed. Year 12 student, Joshua applied for a grant 
in the area of community leadership and was successful, 
winning a grant for $5200.  Joshua recently attended a Youth 
Forum at Bond University, where he was presented with his 
award by the RSL (Qld Branch) State President Mr Doug 
Formby and the former Governor General, Major-General 
Michael Jeffery. 

 

Joshua intends to use the grant to purchase a new laptop 
computer, attend leadership & personal development courses, 
and plan a trip to Hong Kong.    

These grants are currently open to all Year 10 & 11 students.  
Joshua can strongly recommend this grant, and encourages 
students to apply at www.rslyouth.com.au. Congratulations to 
Joshua on an excellent achievement. 

Trevor French – Principal 
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Chaplaincy Week is an annual event run by Scripture Union 
QLD to raise awareness of the value of school chaplains and 
to raise funds to support school chaplains. This year ‘Chappy 
Week’ was from 17-24 May and was celebrated in the 
Childers school community through various activities 
including a stall at the Childers show. 

School activities such as the provision of pastoral care, weekly 
Breakfast Club, organizing blood donations and the modeling 
of good community values are all activities of the Chaplaincy 
program which support the young people in our school. 

 

 

Here at Isis High, the Childers Chaplaincy Committee took 
the opportunity to thank school staff for the wonderful job 
they do with our students by hosting a morning tea on Friday 
22 May. The Chaplaincy committee provided a delicious array 
of home baked treats and our thanks are extended to them for 
their hard work. 

Chaplain – Tanya McKee 
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Last week you would have received a letter from the school 
advising of the seven-day time out period from school for 
students returning from countries of concern that are affected 
by H1N1 Influenza A (Human Swine Influenza) and what will 
happen in the event of a school closure. The letter and other 
important information such as a ‘frequently asked questions’ 
document, is available on the Department of Education and 
Training website at www.deta.qld.gov.au 

The countries of concern currently include the United States 
of America, Mexico, Panama, Canada, Japan and Victoria 
(Australia). For the most up-to-date list, visit the Australian 
Government’s Department of Health and Ageing website at 
www.healthemergency.gov.au 

Siblings and other household members are not subject to the 
timeout period. This seven-day timeout for school students has 
also recently been extended to children attending Queensland's 
early childhood education and care services. 

Good hygiene practice, including coughing or sneezing into 
tissues, disposing of used tissues and washing your hands with 
liquid soap or alcohol-based gel, can help reduce the spread of 
influenza and other common respiratory infections.  

For the latest information about Human Swine Influenza, visit 
the Queensland Health Swine Flu website at 
www.health.qld.gov.au/swineflu 

Trevor French – Principal 

Chaplaincy Committee members Neil Grumley and Bronwyn 
Mann with Isis High teachers Andrew Higgins, James Hamlyn 

and Fay Harvey before a delightful morning tea 

RSL (Qld Branch) State President Mr Doug Formby and the 
former Governor General, Major-General Jeffery present Year 12 

student and School Vice-Captain, Joshua with his award 
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Isis District State 
High School 
celebrated State 
Education Week (01 
– 05 June) with a 
Quality Gallery on 
Thursday. In its 
sixth year of 
operation, the 
Quality Gallery 
gives classes the 
opportunity to 
display student work that is the best that they have produced, 
all in a pleasant ‘market-style’ atmosphere. 

The Quality Gallery also provides the various departments the 
opportunity to showcase their subject to students and guests. 
We were tempted by the delicious syrup dumplings from the 
Hospitality department and challenged by various quizzes and 
displays from all the different subject areas. A number of 
community members and parents also experienced the great 
opportunities we have to offer at Isis District State High.  

 
It was also wonderful to welcome Year 7 students and their 
teachers from some of the surrounding primary schools to 
experience Isis District State High School activities that 
students can look forward to as Year 8’s in 2010. Students, 
teachers, and visitors were treated to our famous ‘Sausage 
Sizzle,’ cooked by the Chaplaincy Committee, with the 
delicious aroma filling the quadrangle. Visitors were given a 
preview of our 2009 Rock Eisteddfod Challenge. 

Thank you to the teachers, students and ancillary staff who 
helped to make it such a wonderful experience for all who 
attended.  

Allan Kinna – Deputy Principal 
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Over the last month the agricultural department at Isis High 
has been very busy in providing opportunities for students 
both within the curriculum and in ‘out of school’ activities. 

The Year 11 and 12 Rural Operations students have been busy 
planting up to 800 seedlings of lettuce, broccoli, cabbage and 
cauliflowers. These will be ready for consumption early in 
Term 3. Apart from this, the Horticultural Green House 
(sponsored by Childers Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ 

Association) has 90 lettuce seedlings growing under 
hydroponic conditions that are progressing tremendously well. 

 

The Year 10 students have been busy growing and cultivating 
some magnificent sunflower seedlings which will mature at 
the end of this term. The Year 9 group took delivery of three 
young piglets this week; they will be using these piglets in a 
growth trial for the next three months. 

In addition, outside the school, our Year 11 and 12 Rural 
Operations students along with a few junior school students 
attended the Maryborough Regional Show. They took two 
Limousin steers with them to show in the steer competition 
and were able to bring a first and second prize home with 
them. Students performed well in the ‘handlers classes’, in 
particular Kyle and Morgan who both were able to win 
ribbons. Others to perform well were Alicia, Andrew and 
Taylah.  

Agriculture Studies and activities, as well as our contact with 
local farmers, growers and their associations, form an 
important part of the curriculum at Isis High. 

Brett Martell – Agriculture Coordinator 

 

Year 11 Rural Operations students, Dean, Jessica-Lee, Tiffany, 
Jessica and Janet tend to the hydroponic lettuces under 

cultivation in the Agriculture ‘hothouse’.  
 

Isis High 
Scientific 
Assistant, 
Lorrae 

Oliver shows 
some of the 

school’s 
‘historical’ 
microscopes 
to Childers 
State School 

Year 7 
students, 

Ashleigh and 
Brooke. 


